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2nd Timothy 3:13-14, 
“But evil men and se-
ducers shall wax worse 
and worse, deceiving, 
and being deceived. But 
continue thou in the 
things which thou hast 
learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned 
them”

Each time we turn on 
the news we hear more 
and more about the 
growth of evil with-
in our world and even 
within our own com-
munities. It is difficult 
for us to understand ex-
actly why things happen 
the way they do.

It seems as if people 
have no conscience any-
more and do not care 
how actions they take 
can harm others. They 
steal commit unspeak-
able violence or other 
unspeakable acts that 

they often brag about to 
others. As if this wasn’t’ 
bad enough, there are 
many instances when 
people who commit 
such atrocities appear 
to get away with it and 
never face justice.

Many individuals try 
to deny the fact that 
evil exists in our world. 
They want to cover it up 
by calling it something 
else that does not sound 
as extreme. Those at-
tempts to cover up hor-
rendous acts should be 
ignored and we should 
shine the light of God’s 
Word on those acts to 
show just how horrible 
they are.

The further we get away 
from the Lord as a na-
tion the more evil will 
come into our land. 
There is an old saying 
that holds true through-
out time. The only thing 
that evil needs to pros-
per is for good people to 
do nothing.

We must realize that the 
battle we fight is spiritu-
al and often happens on 
multiple fronts at once. 
We hear about how 
horrible something is 
but if we say something 
about it we are labeled 

as judgmental in an at-
tempt to silence others. 
The devil will use every 
tool he can to silence 
others from speaking 
out as well. It is during 
those times when we 
need to stand the stron-
gest against those forces 
of evil.

Ephesians 6:12-13, “For 
we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, 
against powers, against 
the rulers of the dark-
ness of this world, 
against spiritual wick-
edness in high places. 
Wherefore take unto 
you the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able 
to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done 
all, to stand.”

Notice carefully some 
points of this verse. 
Spiritual powers in high 
places can include lead-
ership within a church 
or even government. 
Many times the enemy 
will try to convince us 
that everything is fine 
even when we know it 
is not. Stand strong and 
be willing to speak out. 
Do not be silenced but 
stand on the Word of 
God.
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SMILES
When you’re twelve 
years old and live on a 
farm way back from a 
main road you have to 
improvise ways to have 
fun. I remember very 
well the day my cousin 
Burl and myself got into 
a world of trouble in the 
name of fun.

My uncle Allie was as 
scared of a snake as any-
one alive. He often said, 
maybe a snake won’t 
hurt you, but he’ll make 
you hurt yourself.

Burl and I were helping 
Uncle Allie set tobac-
co along Fiddle Creek 
in Breckinridge County 
near Custer, Kentucky. 
In those days you set 
tobacco the hard way, 
by pegging it. Along up 
in the morning we took 
a break and Uncle Allie 
pushed his way through 
the horse weeds to wash 
some of the grime off his 
hands and face in the 
creek.

There was a long rubber 
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hose on the wagon which 
we used to siphon water 
from the creek to wa-
ter the plants. Burl and 
I grabbed the hose and 
snuck up behind Allie 
who was squatted down 
splashing water on his 
face. We slid the black 
hose between his feet 
from behind and just as 
he spotted it slithering 
between his feet we hol-
lered SNAKE!!!

Now everyone has heard 
of the standing broad 
jump and the running 
broad jump in the Olym-
pics. Well, Uncle Al-
lie invented a new one 
right there, called the 
squatting broad jump. 
He would have won 
two ways that day had 
he been competing in 
the Olympics; #1: in 

distance, he must have 
jumped forty feet, and 
#2: in height, at least 
fifteen feet! Burl and 
I must have wallowed 
down two acres of horse 
weeds.

We were laughing so 
hard we couldn’t get up. 
Needless to say when 
Uncle Allie cornered us 
that evening it was not 
so funny. After he got 
done with us our britch-
es wouldn’t hold shucks.

Then there was the 
time...I guess I had bet-
ter stop for now. There 
is a twinge just below my 
hip pocket that brings 
back memories of that 
day.

influential 1949 book, 
“A Sand County Alma-
nac,” Leopold called for 
an ethical relationship 
between people and the 
land they own and man-
age.

Nominations may be 
submitted on behalf of 
a landowner, or land-
owners may nominate 
themselves. The appli-
cation can be found at 
sandcountyfoundation.
org/uploads/Kentucky-
CFN-2019WEB.pdf.

The application dead-
line date is April 1, 2019. 
The committee prefers 
application materials to 
be sent electronically to 
colemansteve51@gmail.
com.

Materials may be mailed 
to:
Leopold Conservation 
Award
c/o Franklin County 
Conservation District
103 Lakeview Court
Frankfort, KY 40601

The 2018 recipient of 
the award was Trunnell 
Family Farm from Utica.

The Kentucky Leopold 
Conservation Award is 
made possible thanks 
to the generous support 
and partnership of the 
Kentucky Agricultural 
Council; the Kentucky 
Association of Conser-
vation Districts; Ken-
tucky Farm Bureau; the 
Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture; the Ken-
tucky Corn Growers As-

sociation; the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources; the 
University of Kentucky 
College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment; 
the Kentucky Woodland 
Owners Association; the 
Kentucky Tree Farm 
Committee; the Ken-
tucky Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation; the AgriBusiness 
Association of Kentucky; 
Kentucky Pork Produc-
ers; The Nature Conser-
vancy in Kentucky; and 
the U.S Department of 
Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service.

For more information 
on the award, visit leo-
poldconservationaward.
org.


