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ST. PAUL, Minn. - The Min-
nesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) has found a new route for the
invasive weed Palmer amaranth to
enter and spread through Minnesota:
grain and seed screenings used as
feed.

After an investigation into a
Palmer amaranth find in Redwood
County, the MDA determined the
weed found its way into a soybean
field through cattle manure. The cat-
tle had been fed screenings from con-
taminated sunflower seed.

The MDA has since sampled
screenings throughout the state and
has found Palmer amaranth seed in

numerous screenings — some contain-
ing as much as 250 Palmer amaranth
seeds per pound of screenings.

“This newly discovered path for
Palmer amaranth shows the diffi-
cultly in stopping the spread of inva-
sive weeds,” said Agriculture
Commissioner Thom Petersen, “How-
ever, the MDA 1s committed to con-
tinuing our monitoring of screenings,
educating crop and livestock farmers
about this development, and helping
eradicate any new finds.”

Palmer amaranth was first discov-
ered in Minnesota in 2016. Since
then, it has been found in six counties
in the state. However, because of

nutrien

eradication efforts at confirmed sites
and a strong partnership with the
University of Minnesota Extension,
no Palmer amaranth has been found
in subsequent growing seasons.
Palmer amaranth can grow 2 to 3
inches a day, typically reaching 6 to
8 feet, or more, in height. Left uncon-
trolled, a single female Palmer ama-
ranth plant typically produces
100,000 to 500,000 seeds. It is resist-
ant to multiple herbicides, can cause
substantial yield losses, and greatly
increase weed management costs in

soybeans and corn.

The MDA is encouraging farmers,
especially those that have manure
from feedlots spread on their land, to
look for Palmer amaranth and report
suspect plants. Follow these steps:

* Take pictures of the plant in-
cluding close-ups of the stem and in-
florescence.

* Provide pictures and contact
info to the MDA through the Arrest
the Pest line at 1-888-545-6684 or ar-
rest.the.pest@state.mn.us
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- Liquid & Dry Fertilizer Needs
» Crop Consulting -

« Custom Application Available -
* Bulk Soybeans -
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CELL NUMBER

Derry Jones - 218-689-4853
Scott Swenson - 218-684-1389

- HALLOCK OFFICE -
218-843-9110

Ag/Business Banker Paul Craigmile
pcraigmile@americanfederal.net

Ag/Business Banker Jon Swenson
jswenson@americanfederal.net

Ag/Business Banking Specialist Jay Friedt
jfriedt@americanfederal.net

157 S. Second St.
Hallock, MN 56728

Without trusted relationships,
it is impossible to have success as a farmer.

At American Federal,
our Ag and Business Bankers
build relationships one client at a time.

Our Bankers are client focused,
driven to understand their clients
and provide the best solutions

to help them reach their goals.

We generate ideas, evaluate options and
share resources and best practices that can
really give you an edge.

Strong relationships enable us
to advise through challenging times and
tight deadlines.

Coupled with our financial strength,
stability and longevity and our size and
sophistication, we are committed to the
business of agriculture.

Knowledgeable. Accessible. Committed.
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