
ST. PAUL, Minn. – The Min-
nesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) has found a new route for the
invasive weed Palmer amaranth to
enter and spread through Minnesota:
grain and seed screenings used as
feed.

After an investigation into a
Palmer amaranth find in Redwood
County, the MDA determined the
weed found its way into a soybean
field through cattle manure. The cat-
tle had been fed screenings from con-
taminated sunflower seed.

The MDA has since sampled
screenings throughout the state and
has found Palmer amaranth seed in

numerous screenings – some contain-
ing as much as 250 Palmer amaranth
seeds per pound of screenings.

“This newly discovered path for
Palmer amaranth shows the diffi-
cultly in stopping the spread of inva-
sive weeds,” said Agriculture
Commissioner Thom Petersen, “How-
ever, the MDA is committed to con-
tinuing our monitoring of screenings,
educating crop and livestock farmers
about this development, and helping
eradicate any new finds.”

Palmer amaranth was first discov-
ered in Minnesota in 2016. Since
then, it has been found in six counties
in the state. However, because of

eradication efforts at confirmed sites
and a strong partnership with the
University of Minnesota Extension,
no Palmer amaranth has been found
in subsequent growing seasons.

Palmer amaranth can grow 2 to 3
inches a day, typically reaching 6 to
8 feet, or more, in height. Left uncon-
trolled, a single female Palmer ama-
ranth plant typically produces
100,000 to 500,000 seeds. It is resist-
ant to multiple herbicides, can cause
substantial yield losses, and greatly
increase weed management costs in

soybeans and corn.
The MDA is encouraging farmers,

especially those that have manure
from feedlots spread on their land, to
look for Palmer amaranth and report
suspect plants. Follow these steps:

• Take pictures of the plant in-
cluding close-ups of the stem and in-
florescence.

• Provide pictures and contact
info to the MDA through the Arrest
the Pest line at 1-888-545-6684 or ar-
rest.the.pest@state.mn.us
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METRO –Thick grass is often a
hallmark of a healthy lawn. If grass
begins to thin, homeowners may feel
as though all the time and effort they
spent tending to their lawns was for
naught. 

Thinning grass can be caused by
any number of things. And while it
might take a little effort to address,
thinning grass can be treated if
homeowners correctly identify that
cause of the problem.

Leaf spot
The Center for Agriculture, Food

and the Environment at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Amherst notes
that leaf spot diseases affect both
cool- and warm-season turfgrasses.
Various fungi can cause leaf spot.
Symptoms and the timing of the ap-
pearance of leaf spot will vary de-
pending on which fungi is causing
the problem. 

For example, bipolaris sorokini-
ana, which affects grasses in warm,
wet summer months, produces small
spots that are dark purple to black.
Dreschslera poae is another fungi
that causes leaf spot, and it also pro-
duces dark purple to black spots.
However, it tends to appear in the
spring when the weather is cool and
moist. 

Understanding the different fungi
and when they typically strike can
help homeowners identify what is
causing their grass to thin. In such
situations, professional landscapers
can be invaluable resources as well.

Stripe smut
The University of Maryland Ex-

tension notes that stripe smut prima-
rily poses a threat to Kentucky blue-
grass that is older than three years.
Pale green streaks that run parallel
to the veins in the leaves and leaf
sheaths are symptomatic of stripe
smut, which tends to be noticed in
spring and fall, when weather is cool. 

As the disease progresses, stripes
turn black or a silvery gray, causing
the leaf blade to shred and curl. After
the blades have shred, they turn
brown and die. 

The grass thins because stripe
smut makes it vulnerable to prob-
lems like drought.

Ascochyta leaf blight
Lawns suffering from ascochyta

leaf blight will become straw-colored.
According to the lawn care and pes-
ticide experts at Ortho®, when a
lawn is affected by ascochyta leaf
blight, its healthy grass blades will
be mixed in with diseased grass
blades. 

Most prevalent in the spring, this
disease can affect grass at any time
during the growing season. That’s be-
cause the ascochyta fungi invade leaf
blades through wounds, such as
those that can result from mowing.
Ortho® notes that dull lawn mowers
can contribute to the disease, which
might disappear on its own and can
even return after it’s seemingly been
cured.

Various issues can cause grass
blades to thin. Working with a land-
scape professional is a great way to
combat such issues before they com-
promise the look of a lawn. 

Potential culprits
behind thinning
grass in your yard

METRO - Visitors’ impressions of
a home are often dictated by the
home’s entryway. Must as one may
judge a book by its cover, the same
can be said about the impression that
a front door and entryway can create,
regardless of how accurate that im-
pression is.

Making certain changes to an en-
tryway can go a long way toward im-
proving curb appeal. Entryways also
can set the scene for a home’s inte-
rior. Whether one chooses to be clas-
sic or bold, modern or traditional,
there are various ways to quickly
transform a home’s entryway.

• Bold front door color: Color can
dramatically enhance an entryway.
Painting an existing door or replac-
ing it with a more vivid option can do
the trick. The DIY Network says cer-
tain colors stand out as favorites.
These include turquoise, yellow, red,
indigo, orange, and black. The door
color should complement the other
shades of the home, such as those on
siding and trim.

• Custom walkway: Guide guests
right to the front door with an attrac-
tive (and safe) walkway. Stamped
concrete or decorative paver blocks
may fit the bill. This walkway can ex-
tend to the street or to the driveway.

• Contain plants. Landscaping
around the entryway should be neat
and well-tended. Overgrown plants
or shrubbery may give off an air of
neglect. Container plants and care-
fully curated shrubs can create a
neat and inviting aura.

• Highlight the address. Make
sure the home can be found easily
with bold and decorative house num-
bers. Consider two different address
signs: one illuminated and easily
viewed from the curb, and another
closer to the front door.

• Utilize high-end materials. The
relatively small area of real estate by
the front door enables homeowners
to splurge on more opulent materials
that can really add a feeling of lux-
ury. These can include colorful tiles,
ornate planters, decorative wooden
doors, or elaborate knobs and light-
ing fixtures.

• Add architectural details. Find
out which architectural elements will
meld with the style of the home and
then incorporate them. Moldings,
columns, shutters, and trim are
areas to consider.

The entryway to a home garners a
lot of attention. Homeowners can en-
hance their spaces with entryways
that really make a statement. 

Quick and simple ways
to make a front door pop

MDA finds Palmer Amaranth in feed screenings

Gray is here to stay in home designs
METRO –Decorating a home in

neutral tones has long been recom-
mended as a way to sell a home
quickly. But the color gray also pro-
vides a blank canvas for homeowners
who have no intention of putting
their homes on the market anytime
soon. Many interior decorators now
look to gray as the neutral color of
choice. 

Design experts advise that gray
has a broad range. Gray can include
everything from silver to charcoal to
a dusty cloud. According to the trend-
setters at Glidden Paints, gray coor-
dinates well with other colors. Plus,
the neutral appeal of gray boasts a
timeless quality. 

Gray is not a clear-cut color that’s

simply a 50-50 blend of white and
black. Gray has subtle nuances that
can lean toward blues, greens, tau-
pes, and more depending on the
lighting and surrounding furnish-
ings. That means that homeowners
who are ready to replace their furni-
ture or accessories need not necessar-
ily repaint if they’ve previously
decorated in shades of gray.

Individuals need only replace
small items to produce a big effect in
rooms where gray is dominant. Be-
cause gray is so neutral, it works
with soft, calming colors in various
pastels, but equally as well with
bright reds, yellow and oranges, ac-
cording to Scott Bodenner, a Brook-
lyn-based textile designer.




