
“With raised beds, you don’t have
to till the ground, but you do have to
water more because raised beds dry
out faster,” Burgess said. 

Each year, Burgess sees more peo-
ple who buy plants for raised veg-
etable beds, such as tomatoes,
peppers, cucumbers and onions. They
are easy to maintain, have fewer
weeds and can be out in the yard or
on a patio or deck. 

“They are definitely trendy for
young and old. It’s so much less work.
It’s generally less weeding and less
preparation,” she said.

TIPS FOR GARDENING
Many people tell Burgess they so

often kill plants and aren’t sure why
they don’t have the “green thumb.” 

“Gardening is an experiment,” she
said. “You’re going to fail many times
before you succeed. I still kill things.
Don’t let it frustrate you.” 

Burgess has a few tips for garden-
ers to help them figure out their way
around the dirt. 

Watering is key.The trick is not
to water too heavily. Many people
will overwater, Burgess said. 

“You need to feel the soil,” she
said. “And look at it for color. Liter-
ally put your finger in the dirt.” 

If the dirt is damp, it likely doesn’t
need too much, if any, water. Also,
keep an eye on the weather. A mis-
conception is that after it rains, pot-
ted plants are taken care of. 

You still need to check and water
accordingly. Gardening directly in
the soil doesn’t require as much wa-
tering, Burgess said, but the ground
still needs to be checked and watered
when needed. 

Choose plants appropriate for
your yard conditions.Often times,
people buy plants because they are
pretty, but don’t look at the ideal con-
ditions needed for the plant to thrive. 

“If you’re not sure what will grow
in your location, get somebody at the
greenhouse to help you,” Burgess
said. “Tell them what side of the
house you’d like to plant and what
kind of sunlight it gets.” 

She said if you put a shade-loving
plant, like impatiens, in western ex-
posure, they’re not going to be happy
with wide open sunshine. And, vice
versa, if you get a sun-loving plant
and plant it in the shade, it’s not
going to thrive. Be sure to read the
tags in each plant at the greenhouse
for a description of where it would
thrive best. 

Deadheading flowers and
pruning plants is important.For
blooming plants to flower over a
longer period during the growing sea-
son, deadheading is essential. “The
more you deadhead a plant, the more
it will produce for you throughout our
short growing season,” Burgess said. 

Certain plants, like petunias, like
a “haircut,” Burgess added. If they
start to look “woody” then take some
scissors or shears and prune the
plant back. This will help the plant
grow. 

Weeding is easier through pre-
vention and maintenance.Before
planting a garden, Burgess suggests
spraying it with a weed killer and
adding Preen to the soil to prevent
weed germination. 

As your garden grows, old-fash-
ioned hoeing is a great way to take
care of weeds. In perennial flower
gardens, mulch can help suppress
weeds. 

“There’s no such thing as a main-
tenance-free garden. Every garden
has maintenance, but you can mini-
mize your maintenance just by stay-
ing on top of those extra things,” she
said. 

Work in good quality fertilizer.
In preparing soil before planting,
mixing in quality fertilizer and
adding peat moss are great ideas,
Burgess said. As your garden grows,
add fertilizer to the watering can or
your hose when you water. 

Transplant or split plants in
the spring or fall.Now and fall are
the best times to split perennials,
such as peonies or hostas. Burgess
said as plants are shooting up, it’s
easier to split because you’re not
shoveling through foliage. 

“Plus, you’re putting it in its new
home. It has the whole season to es-
tablish itself,” she said. “But also,
when you do it in the fall, that gives
it time to acclimate to the climate
and go dormant there.” 

Again, make sure you know what
kind of environment the plant likes
before you split and replant it else-
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Container planting gaining ground …continued from Page 2B

FOLIAGE PLANTS ARE TRENDING for many busy gardeners, according to Darcene Burgess, of Burgess’s Greenhouse
in Hallock. Hanging plants are low-maintenance and a great way to spruce up your outdoor living space. 

(Enterprise Photos by Anna Jauhola)

At USDA, we celebrate Earth Day
2019 by offering a big thank you to
farmers and ranchers here in Min-
nesota for all they do. Every day we
see their efforts to conserve natural
resources while producing food, fiber
and fuel for people in their communi-
ties and around the world. They are
doing what needs to be done to make
sure we all enjoy the benefits of clean
and plentiful water and healthy soils,
ecosystems and wildlife habitat.

This year’s Earth Day theme, “Pro-
tect Our Species,” highlights the re-
sponsibility we share in supporting
wildlife. Two-thirds of the land in the
continental United States is privately
owned, and the decisions that farmers
and ranchers make for their land can
impact wildlife. 

We at USDA believe people and
wildlife can thrive together. USDA’s
Farm Service Agency and Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service assist
agricultural producers with adopting
conservation practices that benefit not
only farms, ranches and forest lands
but wildlife species.

Producers across the nation have
played and continue to play important
roles in helping wildlife species flour-
ish, rebound or recover.

USDA offers a wide array of Farm
Bill programs to help Minnesota pro-
ducers make wildlife-friendly im-
provements to croplands, grazing
lands and working forests, as well as
benefit agricultural operations. Pro-
grams include the Conservation Re-
serve Program, the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program and the
Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program. USDA also offers free con-
servation advice as well and financial
assistance to help implement conser-
vation practices.

If you farm or ranch, we encourage
you to reach out to your local FSA and
NRCS representatives at your nearest
USDA service center to see if there is
a program right for your operation. 

Find your nearest office at farm-
ers.gov/service-locator. 

If you’re not a farmer or rancher, on
this Earth Day please thank one for
the work he or she does to put food on
our tables and to conserve our natural
resources and support our nation’s
wildlife.

Joe Martin, State Exec. 
Director, Minnesota Farm Service

Agency
Troy Daniell, 

State Conservationist, 
Natural Resources 

Conservation Service

On farms and
ranches,
every day is
Earth Day




