
The amputation went well and he
spent the next two months or so in
Valley Transitions, a care unit con-
nected to Altru Hospital. With that
and continued therapy, Schuster now
walks fairly easily on his prosthetic
leg. 
“Now I’m like the Bionic Man,” he

said. “I have an electronic leg. It can
connect by Bluetooth to my phone, it
has a hydraulic piston in the back. It
learns how you walk, so you have to
walk correctly. This is a leg that you
don’t want to learn bad habits.” 
Despite Schuster’s situation turn-

ing out “as well as it could have,” he
still warns all farmers to take ex-

treme caution during both planting
and harvest seasons. He said pa-
tience is key, although many farmers
he knows are short on that attribute.
And ample rest is the other factor.
Even when anxiety is high and it’s
hard not to worry about everything,
he emphasizes rest is important. 
Schuster reiterated that the day of

his accident, he not only had no pa-
tience, he was also exhausted due to
lack of sleep. When you’re in a rush,
safety suffers. He said to always shut
machinery off, and leave it off, before
climbing onto it. When you have
helpers in the field, make sure to get
out and look around equipment to
make sure the way is clear before
starting your job. 
“By god, don’t rush. It all comes

back to patience,” he said. “The next
guy may not be alive.” 
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By Anna Jauhola
Gardening trends are ever chang-

ing, but simplicity has been at the
heart of the growing-season hobby
over the last several years. 
From raised beds for produce and

flowers to planting in unique contain-
ers to low-maintenance flowers for
the busy family, gardening is still
popular and evolving. Many people
are using foliage plants such as
hostas, coleus and spider plants. 
“Succulents are still huge this year

and are probably going to be bigger,”
said Darcene Burgess, owner of
Burgess’s Greenhouse in Hallock.
“And what I’ve seen is people are still
planting in whatever container they
can find around the home. In odd
things, like I just saw a planting in
work boots.” 
Burgess said perennials are still

big as well, but people aren’t neces-
sarily planting in the ground. Con-
tainer gardening is even bigger than
in the past. Planting in containers is
usually a great way to keep mainte-
nance to a minimum. There’s very lit-
tle weeding, but there can be more
watering, Burgess said. 
For those who plan to plant in con-

tainers, heartier flowers like gerani-

ums, petunias and begonias are once
again becoming mainstays. 
“I feel like geraniums are coming

back because they are so tough, but
you have to deadhead them,” Burgess
said. “Petunias are a little bit more
self-sufficient than a geranium. The
wind helps take care of them and
they do like a haircut (pruning).” 
Hanging plants are always popu-

lar for the busy gardener. 
Whether you choose your own

plants and are creative with your
hanging planter or you choose one al-
ready planted, hanging plants can
add a great splash of color and deco-
ration
“Last year, a lot of people loved the

cones,” Burgess said. “I love a hang-
ing container. All you have to do is
hang it on the hook when you get
home. People love the decorative, al-
ready done combination. And it’s so
full and pretty by the time you take
it home.”
Raised gardening is not only pop-

ular with older people who maybe
moved into town off the farm, but
with the younger generations who -
again - don’t have as much time to
devote to a half-acre garden. 

Continued on 3B

Container planting gaining
ground on traditional gardens

Area businesses …continued from front
Both Nordin and Sobolik offer de-

sign and spec services at no charge
when customers purchase products
from their businesses, which is often
the case. However, should customers
just want the design services and
purchase products elsewhere, Nordin
and Sobolik then charge an hourly
rate for the consultation/design. 
For Nordin, he works sometimes

for weeks through emailing spec
drafts back and forth to perfect a
final design. And when customers
purchase materials at Lancaster
Lumber, Nordin works with the cus-
tomer’s contractor and delivers the
materials for free. 
Sobolik is more design-based for

interior looks. 
“I help pull everything together,”

she said. “They might bring a floor
plan and say, ‘I need help with every-
thing.’ Or they’ll have me come to
their house and I’ll weigh in on
everything for a remodel.” 
Sobolik said she is straightfor-

ward with clients about what will

and won’t work within their homes. 
“I try to voice to people how to

maintain products and how to live
with them,” she said. “If I feel they’re
making a choice that won’t survive
well with them, I’ll give them a rea-
son why.”
Both Nordin and Sobolik under-

stand that each customer has their
own price range and are able to work
within each person’s budget. 
Nordin said they can order mate-

rials available within several pricing
options, and if he can’t get materials
at the cost a customer would like,
he’ll point them to another business
that can. 
“We want people to know we have

products in all different price ranges.
We take care of materials plus instal-
lation and scheduling, and we offer
service after the sale,” Sobolik said. 
Remodeling is the hot trend this

year to recreate or refresh your
home, no matter the colors or design.
And you can’t beat having so many
options close to home. 

Buying or Building?
American Federal Associate Banker 

Melissa Casper 
can help you review your options 

for buying, building, 
refinancing your home 

or making improvements. 
Contact Melissa today.

Melissa Casper
Associate Banker NMLS # 1218995

Hallock, MN •  218-843-3656
mcasper@americanfederal.net

ATTENTION
FARMERS AND INVESTORS

Are you interested in marketing your crop 
but don’t know where to start?

Would you like to learn more about marketing 
your crop without high pressure sales?

RML TRADING LLC 
800-800-4618• 701-775-1008

1200 N 47th St
Grand Forks, ND

RML Trading offers inexpensive marketing services that provide one  on one consultations 
and a marketing plan tailor-made to your agricultural business.  

When it comes to your farm or your investments, RML Trading is the risk management 
team looking to help you find the plan to protect your bushels AND your bottom line.

www.rmltradingllc.com

ATTENTION
FARMERS AND INVESTORS

Call for your
free marketing

survey!

**Futures trading involves the substantial risk of loss and is not suitable for all investors. Past performance is not indicative of future results.

Are you interested in marketing your crop 
but don’t know where to start?

©2008 Chevron Products Company, San Ramon, CA. All rights reserved.
All trademarks are the property of Chevron Intellectual Property LLC.

Spring Lubricants Sale 
Sale Now Through May 31

A partner you can depend on.
No matter what your lubrication needs, as your Chevron branded lubricants distributor 
we have a wide range of high quality, high performance Chevron lubrication products 

to meet your needs. But that’s not all. In line with your specific business goals, 
we can recommend cutting edge, yet cost-effective approaches to 

maintenance practices, equipment inspection and lubrication techniques. 
Call us today to find out how we can partner together for your Delo® Performance AdvantageTM.

“Season’s Best Pricing Available Now”
JOHNSON OIL CO.

Phone: 218-843-2681
Hallock, MN

         
         

Schuster …
continued from front

SUCCULENTS ARE STILL HOT for those who like to garden in containers.
These large containers featuring succulents are on display at Burgess’s Green-
house in Hallock.(Enterprise Photo by Anna Jauhola)

By Anna Jauhola
The Kittson Soil and Water Con-

servation District not only orders
trees each spring for those who want
to improve the land.
For those who ordered trees ear-

lier this fall, SWCD will have them
ready for pickup May 6, 7 and 8 at
the office in the Kittson County
Courthouse. They will have a few
extra for those interested who did not
order this winter. 
“We try to stay within conserva-

tion grade trees,” said Justin Muller,
district technician. “We try not to
cause competition for the nursery. If
someone asks for landscape-grade
trees, we send them to the green-
house.” 
An example of trees SWCD orders

include: Scotch pine, Black Hills
spruce, green ash, common cotton-
wood, juneberry, bur oak and paper
birch. For a full list of trees, visit:
http://www.kittsonswcd.org/tree-
plantings.html. Any extra trees the
SWCD has on hand are kept in a
cooler for up to a month, Muller said. 
“We might ask people to get in or-

ders early in the winter so we have
an idea of how many trees we need,
so we don’t have a huge surplus,” he
added. 
Most potted trees come ready to be

planted at 2 or 3 feet tall in 1 and 2-
gallon buckets. The bare-root ever-
greens are 7 to 15 inches tall. 

Kittson SWCD
offers several
conservation
grade trees




