
The Kentucky Transpor-
tation Cabinet (KYTC) 
has announced the an-
ticipated rollout of the 
state’s new identity cre-
dentials, slated to be-
come available gradual-
ly in counties beginning 
in March 2019 through 
spring. The Cabinet is 
spearheading the Confi-
dent Kentucky initiative 
to offer two new license, 
permit and personal 
ID card versions appli-
cants can choose from 
the next time they are 
due to renew existing 
credentials at their local 
Circuit Court Clerk of-
fice. The new system is 
expected to be in place 
statewide by May and 
is part of an effort to in-
troduce a new REAL ID 
compliant credential by 
boosting the security of 
all card production and 
issuance.

To view the preliminary 
rollout schedule, visit: 
https://drive.ky.gov/
confidentKY/Pages/
Schedule.aspx

“We want to give Ken-
tuckians a sense of when 
they can expect the up-
graded cards to become 
available in their coun-
ty of residence,” said 
KYTC Secretary Greg 
Thomas. “As the roll-
out approaches in each 
county, we’ll announce 
the specific date the 
changes will take effect. 
It’s important we main-
tain some flexibility 
right now as we contin-
ue to prepare for a mas-
sive statewide redesign 
of the license program. 
Our focus is to make the 
transition as smooth as 
possible.”

Applicants requesting 
a new Voluntary Trav-
el ID or those applying 
for a license, permit or 
personal ID for the first 
time must present doc-
umentation verifying 
identity, social security 
number and residency. 
Kentuckians are urged 
to prepare now by gath-
ering documentation 
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Walking into Whitney 
Honeycutt’s office at 
Big Meadow Oil Com-
pany and one of the first 
things you’ll spot is art 
with a message: “Act like 
Lady, Think like a Boss.”  
So it goes at the 36-year 
old business started by 
Whitney’s grandmother 
and great aunt – Sheila 
Pruitt and Betty Gentry.  

“It was not the plan for 
me to be working here.  I 
went to college at West-
ern Kentucky University 

Anne Pyburn Craig
Jobe Publishing, Inc.

Growing up, Kristin Wil-
cox of Morgantown had a 
dream of what life could 
be. “I was going to become 
a doctor,” she says. “And 
have a whole houseful of 
kids, grow our own food, be 
self-sufficient.”

She got her undergraduate 
pre-med studies done, and 
then had her daughter Shel-
by. And when Shelby was 
just four months old, every-
thing changed. “She had her 
first seizure at four months, 
and by the time she was five 
months old, she was having 
hundreds of them a day,” 
says Wilcox. “She spent her 
first three Christmases and 

birthdays in the hospital. 
By the time she was four, 
she’d been Life Flighted 26 
times.”

Sometimes you have no 
choice but to put dreams 
on hold. In 2008, a trip to 
the Cleveland Clinic finally 
brought a diagnosis: Dra-
vet’s syndrome, a rare and 
severe form of epilepsy. 
Dravet’s patients require 
constant care, many die be-
fore the age of ten. It was 
awful news, but it gave Wil-
cox a lead to follow in her 
endless investigation. “I lie 
in bed with her cuddled up 
to me every night -- I can’t 
let her sleep alone in case 
she seizes -- and I’m all 

Kristin and Shelby Wilcox.
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Managing Editor
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There were smiles, a few 
tears, a couple of chuckles, 
and an abundance of love 
filling the 43rd Circuit Fam-
ily Courtroom on Monday 
afternoon as James Pedigo 
and Matthew Cherry were 
officially adopted after years 
in the foster care system.

The brothers appeared in 

court, not only with their 
adoptive family, but a 
crowd of supporters who 
filled nearly every seat in 
the courtroom.  

16-year old James, a ju-
nior at Barren County High 
School, told Acting Fam-
ily Court Judge Phil Patton 
that after being in foster 
care and respite care for 12-
14 times, Misty and Daniel 
Syra took them into their 
home as foster parents.

“They took us in and they 
became our own parents 
when we didn’t have any,” 
James said.  He told Pat-
ton that he believes he truly 
knows what love is, explain-
ing, “It says in the Bible that 
God has unconditional love 
and that’s what they show 
us every day.”

Matthew, a 12-year old 7th 

Special to the 
Barren County Progress

On Thursday, Rep. Steve Riley filed 
to seek re-election to the Kentucky 
General Assembly in the 23rd House 
District. The 23rd district includes 
Barren County and parts of Warren 
County.

“Serving in or for one’s community 
is among one of the highest honor’s 
any individual can have,” said Rep. 
Riley. “It’s why I’ve dedicated my life 
to public service and that’s why I’m 
proud to announce my campaign to 
run for re-election. We’ve accom-
plished much, but I believe that 
there’s still much left to be done.”

Rep. Riley first moved into the 

Special to the 
Barren County Progress

Gary Tilghman has filed to seek 
the office of Barren County Judge 
Executive.  Tilghman will seek the 
Republican nomination during the 
May 2018 primary election.  

Tilghman announced that he wants 
an opportunity to serve Barren 
County again, since his retirement 
a couple of years ago from his role 
as the Barren County UK Extension 
Agent for Agriculture since 1985.  
Tilghman states that he has many 
years of leadership experience, de-
veloped several useful management 
skills, and has a vision to increase 
economic growth, improve infra-
structure, increase job opportuni-
ties, and the ability to run an effi-
cient county government.  

Riley seeks 
re-election

Rep. Steve Riley

Tilghman 
joins CJE race

Gary Tilghman

See tilghman
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Medical Marijuana
Moms, wives become warriors

Unconditional 
love abounds

ACTING FAMILY COURT JUDGE PHIL PATTON gave a thumbs up to Matthew Cherry’s sign after he 
and his brother, Matthew Pedigo, were officially adopted Monday afternoon.  
Barren County Progress photo.
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Breanna Hammond, age 
21 of Jamestown, was 
arrested on Thursday, 
January 3 at 11:43pm by 
Kentucky State Trooper 
Clint Bale and charged 
with public intoxica-
tion of a controlled 
substance (excludes al-
cohol), possession of 
a controlled substance 
1st degree, 1st offense 
(methamphetamine), 
drug paraphenalia-buy-
ing and/or possessing, 
promoting contraband 
1st degree, and tamper-
ing with physical evi-

dence.

Brandy Tolliver, age 40 
of Russell Springs, was 
arrested on Sunday, 
January 6 at 10:29am 
by Russell County Sher-
iff Deputy Evan Burton 
and charged with crim-
inal trespassing 3rd de-
gree, disorderly conduct 
2nd degree and menac-
ing.

Both were lodged in the 
Russell County Deten-
tion Center.

Weekend arrests
Two locals 
with multiple 
charges

Brandy TolliverBreanna Hammond

New driver’s 
licenses
Set to begin in March

Jessica Gossage
Times Journal Sports

After serving for 14 sea-
sons as Head Coach for 
the Russell County Lak-
er Football team, Bill 
Sharp has decided to 
step down. Coach Sharp 
took over a 3-8 team 
2005, quickly turned the 
program around, going 
8-3 in his first season at 
the helm. He went on to 

compile a 73-81 record 
and win three district 
championship titles in 
his tenure. In the 2018 
season, Sharp’s team 
posted a 4-7 record and 
fell in the first round of 
the KHSAA Class 4A 
State Playoffs to Frank-
lin County High.

During his time as 
Head Coach, Sharp 
led the Laker Football 

team to three playoff 
wins during the 2010, 
2012, and 2013 seasons. 
During the three-year 
stretch from 2011-2013, 
Sharp’s teams turned-in 
a 30-5 record, including 
the three district cham-
pionships. He has not 
only inspired his ath-
letes to be better foot-
ball players, but to be 

Laker football

Head Coach resigns

Russell County Laker 
Football Coach Bill Sharp

Scotty Dennis
A Jobe Team Exclusive

“We’re shoveling out 
the barn in the spring 
time.  It’s been genera-
tions of stuff piling up 
in the barn and we’re 
shoveling it out.  The 
next governor will ride 
the pony, but we’re not 
in the pony-riding stage 
of the government,” re-
marked Governor Matt 

Serious talk with Gov. Matt Bevin: 
Shoveling out the Barn

Jobe Exclusive (Part 1)

Jeff Jobe speaks with Gov. Matt Bevin in an exclusive interview at the state capital in 
Frankfort. 
PHOTO/Carelissa L. Young PhotographySee SHOVELING, PAGE 8

Renee’ Daffron
The Times Journal

Last Sunday afternoon 
the 2019 Russell County 
Inauguration Ceremony 
was held.

Gathering at the Russell 
County Auditorium/
Natatorium Complex 
(ANC), county and city 
officials were sworn into 
office.

Master of ceremonies 
was state representative 
and Russell County res-
ident, Jeff Hoover. 

Opening the ceremony 
was children of Rus-
sell County leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
The Presentation of 
Colors was performed 

Inauguration 
Ceremony held for county and city officials

County Attorney: The family of County Attorney Kevin Shearer looks on as Judge 
Jennifer Edwards read the oath of office.

See RESIGNS, PAGE 8

See INAUGURATION, Page 2


