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The monthly meeting of 
the Russell County Fis-
cal Court was held on 
Monday, June 10th. The 
financial report was read 
by Kim Fenske, County 
Treasurer and approved 
by the Court. The end-
ing balances for May 31, 
2019 were: Payroll $0, 
General $1,620,125.64, 
Road $450,746.07, 
Jail $636,418.65, 
LGEA $8,158.63, ASAP 
$97,853.52, Grants 
$29,241.00, Tourism 
$8,567.44, Dispatch 
$144,295.50, Airport 
$39,662.80, Airport 
Project $70,575.98, 
DFC $12,101.21, Air-
port Board $48,441.04, 
ABC $43,263.17. The 
total of all funds was 
$3,209,450.65.

A motion was made to 
pay current and past 
bills.

Jailer Bobby Dunbar 
presented the court with 
the May RC Detention 
Center report. The aver-
age inmate population 
was 145. They received 
a refund check from 
Southern Health Part-
ners for $1,315.77. The 
receipts totaled were 
$80,333.07; the ex-
penses were 155,664.30. 
Dunbar reported two 
staff members were 
sent at no cost to the 
county for MRT (Mor-
al Reconation Therapy) 
training, which is to 
be implemented after 
completion. Dunbar 
also commended Dep-
uty Jailer Melissa Mc-
Gowan who was award-
ed the Medal of Honor, 
Deputy of the Year at 
the Kentucky Jailers’ 
Association Conference 
last week.

Sheriff Derek Polston 
addressed the Court 
on grants that Susan 
Melton will be trying 
to get approved from 
the Kentucky Office of 
Homeland Security. 
The grant’s purpose 
will be used for the Ro-
wena ramp on the Clin-
ton County side, which 
would shorten the travel 
time for officers. Polston 
requested approval to 
apply for this grant; 
and, a motion was made 
and passed. Polston 
then requested approv-
al to apply for a grant to 
get three 4-wheel drive 
Dodge trucks, with 
hopes to have them be-
fore winter. Freedom 
Dodge offered the low-
est bid at $25,674 on 
average for each vehicle. 
Plus, equipping fees, the 
totals would be $96,825 
each based on a fixed 
rate of 4.25% interest 
over a six-year term. 
A motion was made 
and approved to apply 
for said grant. For the 
month of May the Sher-
iff’s Department an-
swered 652 9-1-1 calls. 
The department also 
received an overtime 
grant of $10,000 to be 
used to pay overtime 

costs. He also re-ques-
tioned the Court on the 
possibility of the Sher-
iff’s Department receiv-
ing an allotted percent-
age of the ABC funds to 
use at their discretion. 
After much delibera-
tion, no official decision 
was reached.

A motion was made 
and passed for approv-
al of AE Transfers and 
pre-approval of fiscal 
end AE Transfers. 

The first reading of 
Ordnance 19-05 and 
amendment to the fiscal 
year 18-19 annual bud-
get was heard and ap-
proved by the Court.

The Court reviewed the 
Administrative Code for 
2019-2020 and voted to 
adopt the changes pre-
sented. 

For the role of County 
Treasurer. Judge-Ex-
ecutive Gary Robert-
son recommended that 
court re-appoint Kim 
Fenske to a four-year 
term. A motion was 
made and passed.

For the role of Emergen-
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County Attorney Kevin Shearer elaborates on the ABC 
fund policies.

Linda P Stephens 

Favorite thing …. Won-
derful memories of my 
Daddy.  My father loved 
my mother, my broth-
er and sisters and me. 
He was a good provider 
and was never too busy 
to spend time with us. 
Daddy knew that love is 
spelled T-I-M-E.  I thank 
God for my Daddy, Larry 
Pendley. 
Every Son needs a Good 
Father. The influence of 
a good father can hard-
ly be overemphasized. 
Fathers are important to 
daughters, but today, I’m 
sharing the role of fathers 
with their sons.  Plain 
and simple, a boy needs 
a father to show him how 
to become a man. Boys 
without fathers are twice 
as likely to drop out of 
school, twice as likely to 
go to jail, and nearly four 
times as likely to need 
treatment for emotional 
and behavioral problems 
as boys with fathers.
I spent some time on 
the website of Dr. James 
Dobson’s Family Talk 
and here’s some of what 
I found.
“Boys are in trouble to-
day primarily because 
their parents, and es-
pecially their dads, are 
distracted, overworked, 
harassed, exhausted, 
disinterested, chemical-
ly dependent, divorced, 
or simply unable to 
cope. All other problems 
plaguing young males 
flow from (or are related 
to) these facts of life in 
the twenty-first century. 
Chief among our con-
cerns is the absence of 
masculine role modeling 
and mentoring that dads 
should be providing.”
“Mothers, who also tend 
to be living on the ragged 
edge, are left to do a job 
for which they have had 
little training or experi-

ence. Having never been 
boys, women often have 
only a vague notion of 
how to go about rearing 
one. Boys are the big los-
ers when families split 
apart.”
 “Divorce is difficult for 
children of both sexes 
but it is devastating for 
males.  The basic prob-
lem is the lack of disci-
pline and supervision 
in the father’s absence 
and his unavailability to 
teach what it means to 
be a man.  Fathers are 
crucial in helping boys to 
manage their emotions.  
Without the guidance 
and direction of a father, 
a boy’s frustration often 
leads to varieties of vio-
lence and other antiso-
cial behavior.”
“Numerous researchers 
agree that losing a dad 
(or never having had 
one) is catastrophic for 
males. Thirty years ago 
it was believed that pov-
erty and discrimination 
were primary reasons for 
juvenile crime and oth-
er behavioral problems. 
Now we know that fam-
ily disruption is the real 
culprit. Despite all the 
red flags that warn us of 
the dangers with regard 
to premarital pregnancy, 
divorce, infidelity, and 
cohabitation, our culture 
continues to promote the  
liberal,  “no big deal” at-
titudes.  The results are 
devastating for families 
and children, especially 
boys.
Because boys spend up 
to 80 percent of their 
time with women, they 
don’t know how to act as 
men when they grow up. 
When that happens, the 
relationship between the 
sexes is directly affected. 
Men become helpless 
and more and more like 
big kids.
One more thing …. He 
Never Missed A Game. 

The story is told of a boy 
who always had to settle 
for second-string posi-
tion. Yet his father never 
missed a game. After his 
father’s death, the son, 
with tears in his eyes, 
said, “Coach, please let 
me start tonight. I want 
to play for Dad.”
The coach knowing 
that the boy’s dad never 
missed a game, agreed.  
The young man’s per-
formance on the field 
astounded the coach. 
When asked to explain 
his phenomenal  level 
of achievement, he said, 
“Coach, I played that one 
for Dad. My father never 
missed a game, but he 
never saw me play --- 
until tonight! You see, 
Coach, my father was 
blind.”   
In closing, Barney Cat 
says, “When God mea-
sures a man, He puts the 
tape around the heart, 
instead of the head.”  
Happy Father’s  Day! We 
wish all our readers who 
are fathers a very happy 
Father’s Day this Sun-
day.  David and I had a 
cute little tradition be-
tween us, he always gave 
me a Mother’s Day card 
and small gift and I al-
ways followed suit with 
a card and gift to him 
for Father’s Day.  How 
come you ask?  “You two 
had no children!” Expla-
nation: we didn’t have 
any two-legged children 
but over the years, we 
had several four-legged 
children, like Deedee, 
Christy, Petey, Punkin, 
Miss Emily, Gomer, Ti-
ger, Opie,  Little Bit and 
of course Barney Cat.  
And their names were 
always on our cards. 
Even though there’s no 
Father’s Day card or gift 
at our house this week, 
we’re remembering “The 
Dad” as he was called. 
Till next week.
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