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 Rain and Wrecks Produces 
a First Time Winner

News

Steve Mickey, NASCAR Columnist

It was supposed to be the last great 
July 4th beach/racing week at Day-
tona as the tradition rich race date 
that has been held at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway since 1959 
will be leaving the sunshine state 
for Indianapolis beginning next 
season.  The racing portion of the 
holiday week suffered at the hand 
of Mother Nature as qualifying was 
postponed and the race itself end-
ed up being moved from Saturday 
night to Sunday afternoon because 
of rain. The postponement from 
Saturday to Sunday may have been 
an inconvenience for the race fans 
but it did not deter the action that 
took place on the track once the 
green flag finally waved on Sunday.  
The manufacturers made sure that 
the intensity level of the race would 
be as high as any stop on the sched-
ule as the Ford, Chevrolet and Toy-
ota teams all had a game plan that 
would hopefully see one of their 
drivers end up in victory lane.

Drivers were told to stick to the 
game plan and it became evident 
that every driver took the orders 
seriously as each manufacturers’ 
teams lined up to draft together 
and entered pit road together.  Each 
manufacturer had their moment in 
the race where it looked like their 
strategy was going to pay off but 
the one factor that could not be ac-
counted for when the strategy was 
being devised was the fickle Flori-
da weather that can produce a rain 
storm at any time of day or night.

It was the threat of rain that even-
tually decided the outcome of the 
race as the dark storm clouds began 
to roll in as the third segment of the 
race started.  On lap 120 with rain 
approaching it became “go” time for 
every driver on the track as the race 
was already past the half way point 
so if the race was called, whoever 
was in the lead would be declared 
the winner.

The “Big One” as it is known in the 
sport began when Austin Dillon 
and Clint Bowyer were in the front 
battling for the lead when the two 
made contact and it ended with 
both drivers spinning in front of the 

field.  The collision between the two 
eventually collected eighteen driv-
ers including many who were con-
sidered to be favorites to take the 
checkered flag.

While the multi-car crash had a big 
hand in the final finishing order of 
the race, it was actually what took 
place once the caution flag waved 
that determined the finishing order.  
With the threat of rain coming clos-
er and closer to the track, it became 
a gamble for every crew chief to de-
cide when or if to bring his driver 
down on pit road for a final stop 
during the caution period.

Kurt Busch ended up with the lead 
during the caution and stayed out 
in case the race was stopped due to 
the weather but decided to pit when 
the one lap to go signal was given 
by NASCAR.  As soon as he entered 
pit road, NASCAR red flagged the 
race when lightning was detected in 
the immediate area near the track.  
When the cars were brought down 
pit road on lap 127 to wait out the 
weather delay, Justin Haley in his 
No. 77 Spire Motorsports Chevrolet 
was in the lead.

The 20-year old Haley is not a 
MENCS regular but in only his third 
start in the series he found himself 
having to wait 2 hours, 12 minutes 
before NASCAR called the race and 
made him the winner.  He becomes 
the first driver this season to post 
the first win of his career and nor-
mally that would automatically put 
a driver in the 16-driver playoff field 
but since his is running for the Xfin-
ity title, he will not move into the 
playoff round.

PIT NOTES:  Hyundai and NA-
SCAR have been in high-level talks 
that could lead the Korean manu-
facturer competing in NASCAR in 
2021 or 2022.  The MENCS will be 
switching to the Gen-7 car in 2021 
and that would give Hyundai al-
most two years to work on putting 
together a program for the new car 
and the changes that are expected 
in the series concerning both the 
length of races and the schedule.

Lakefest Children’s Games 2019
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Children of all ages participated in the games during 
Lakefest on Saturday.
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Beck Park hosted by 
the Lion’s Club and the 
Opening Ceremony. The 
Lakefest 5K and 10K 
runs saw several entries 
and results are listed in 
this edition. The day con-
tinued with baby pag-
eants, children’s games 
and pet show. The classic 
cars and tractors parad-
ed around the Square for 
everyone’s enjoyment.

The weather held per-
fect for the evening line-
up on the Main Stage, 
including the Wreath 
Laying Ceremony pre-
sented by the American 
Legion Post 133 and 
DAV 51. Winding Creek 
Studio Band, Warrbai-
ley and the award-win-
ning Shenandoah en-
tertained the hundreds 
of spectators gathered 
on the Square. The 50th 
Anniversary Lakefest 
Celebration ended with 
a spectacular Fireworks 
Show.
City of Jamestown May-
or Nick Shearer stated, 
“From the beginning, 
Lakefest has been a 
community endeavor. 
This year was no differ-

ent. Thank you to the 
countless people who 
made this time-hon-
ored tradition possible. 
Our community is truly 
blessed with generous, 
hardworking, and in-
credibly talented people. 
To all the volunteers, 
sponsors, and commu-
nity partners, we extend 
our heartfelt thanks. To 
our City Council and City 
Hall staff, well done! You 
are all outstanding! To 
the Jamestown Police 

Department, Jamestown 
Fire Department, Rus-
sell County EMS, Russell 
County Sheriff Office, 
and Kentucky State Po-
lice, thank you for work-
ing so hard to provide 
a safe environment for 
all who attended. To the 
thousands who attend-
ed, thank you for join-
ing us this weekend. We 
hope to see each and ev-
ery one of you back again 
next year!”

tion continues to focus 
on taking care of what 
we have at both the state 
and local level to ad-
dress critical infrastruc-
ture needs that improve 
safety and support job 
creation and retention,” 
said KYTC Secretary 
Greg Thomas. “This 
funding builds upon ex-
isting transportation in-
vestments and allows the 
Cabinet to collaborate 
with local governments 
to identify projects that 
will have large impacts 
to communities.”

The intersection is heav-
ily used by motorists 
accessing Lake Cumber-
land and the improve-
ments will better han-
dle large boats, campers 
and commercial vehicles 
traveling through the 
area.

“I would like to thank 
Governor Bevin, Ken-
tucky Transportation 
Cabinet and District 8 
for their help with secur-
ing the funding for this 
project,” said Russell 
County Judge-Executive 
Gary Robertson. “This 
realignment project will 
help out with safety and 
high traffic issues at the 
intersection of KY 910 
and KY 76.”

Projects submitted to 
the Department of Rural 
and Municipal Aid for 
discretionary fund con-
sideration were evaluat-
ed by KYTC district staff 
to assess the condition 
of roads and determine 
the most critical needs 

based on factors such as 
safety, economic impact, 
and traffic volumes.

“I’m happy to learn that 
Russell County has re-
ceived funding to realign 
this intersection,” said 
Sen. Max Wise. “This 
infrastructure upgrade 
will certainly benefit this 
community by ensuring 

that it has safe and de-
pendable roadways.”

KYTC is responsible for 
all phases of work.

Resurfacing and shoul-
der work will address:

·KY 910/ KY 76 inter-
section from milepoint 
5.469 to milepoint 5.83
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