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Holy Redeemer marks 50 years in Greensburg

BY JESSICA ABLE

THE RECORD NEWSPAPER |

High upon a hillside
— green with the signs
of spring — sits Holy
Redeemer Church, a
small close-knit parish
located near the Green
River in Green County.

Holy Redeemer cel-
ebrated its 50th an-
niversary April 6 with
a Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Joseph E.
Kurtz. The Mass was

followed by a reception |

in the adjacent hospi-
tality room. About 40
people attended the
anniversary Mass.
The parish — which
is located in the south
central part ofthe state
about 40 miles south-

east of Elizabethtown | ik

— began as a mission
church in the 1960s. It
was established by Fa-

ther George Bowling

with the assistance of

the Louisville Archdio- |
cese Mission Promot- |

ers (LAMP). LAMP’s
aim was to spread the
faith in rural areas of
the archdiocese.

Though the parish
is small — the enroll-
ment totals about 35
people — the parishio-
ners possess a love of
the church and a deep
hunger for the Catholic
faith.

Maryannand Ed Ma-
theny began attending
Holy Redeemer about
a dozen years ago fol-
lowing a move from the
East Coast.

“It’s just anice, small
quiet church,” Ed Ma-
theny said in a recent
interview at the parish.

Maryann Matheny
agreed and said parish-
ioners are friendly and
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Three large crosses sit in the foreground of Holy Redeemer Church in Greensburg. The parish in Green County celebrated its
50th anniversary April 6 with a Mass and reception.

welcoming.

“We all get on. We
pull together and get
things done,” she said.

Joe Dunn, who has
attended Holy Re-
deemer since he was a
small child, fondly re-
members the humble
origins of the parish.

Dunn recalled at-
tending Mass in a rear
storage area of the lo-
cal Kentucky Utilities
building before the
congregation had a
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worship space.

About 20 people
from eight families
would set up the al-
tar, chairs and kneel-
ing pads each Sunday
morning before the
late Father Bowling
arrived to celebrate
Mass, he said.

As the community
found a permanent
home and began con-
struction on a church,
Dunn had a birds-eye
view of the process
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from his home that sat
uphill from the church.

“I lived across the
street in a red-brick
house and watched it
being built. My broth-
er and I helped haul
cement blocks and
bricks when they were
constructing here,” he
said.

Holy Redeemer is
clustered with Good
Shepherd Church in
Columbia, Ky., and
Holy Spirit Church in

Jamestown, Ky. The
three share an admin-
istrator, Father Jo-
seph Thomas, a priest
of the Carmelites of
Mary Immaculate or-
der from India.

Linda Fitzpatrick,
business manager
for the three parish-
es, said parishioners
have experienced a
great deal of transi-
tion in the last decade,
at times more than
they would like.

“Just in the last 10
years, we’ve had six
priests. It’s a lot of
transition. It makes a
difference,” said Fitz-
patrick, who has been
a parishioner of Good
Shepherd since 1976.

As new pastors and
administrators come
and go, programs and
offerings are inevita-
bly lost, Fitzpatrick
said.
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ay the gifts of God’s love

and sacrifice fill you with

joy and gratitude as we
celebrate this holy season.
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Green Hill does not discriminate in the delivery of services or in employment on the
basis of age, disability, race, color, national origin, religion or sex. EOE/M/F/D Medicare,
Medicaid and private insurance accepted.

3R REHARB

RECLAIM@RESTORE#RELIVE



