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School/Sports

Band prepares

Marching the steps, Chander Wright moves in

formation. The band practices a number of hours
a week preparing for the upcoming season.

Marching Band
classifications to
change this year

By DAviD B. SNOW
THE PADUCAH SUN

For years, the clas-
sification of marching
bands -- like the classi-
fication of high school
football teams -- was
based on a school’s
enrollment, but the
Kentucky Music Ed-
ucation Association
is introducing a new
system of classifica-
tion based in part on
the number of band
participants.

John Stroube, ex-
ecutive director of
the KMEA, said that
a committee of repre-
sentatives from each
of the 12 statewide
districts determined
that bands would be
classified this fall
based on a formula
that included the
number of performing
musicians (exclud-
ing color guard, drum
majors, etc.) and the
enrollment size of the
school.

“About half the
weight of determin-
ing the classification
is from the size of the
band, using only the
musicians to consider
-- woodwinds, brass
and percussion, basi-
cally,” he said. “That
hearkens back to pre-
2005, in a fashion, be-
cause that was how
that was done back
then.”

For example, the
Paducah Tilghman
band was classified as
3A in 1993 and 1995-
97, butwas 1Ain 1998,
2001 and 2003 and 2A
in 1994, 1999, 2000,
2002 and 2004. It has
been 3A since 2005.
McCracken County
has been 5A since be-
ginning competition
in 2015.

“Oncealltheschools
have enrolled in the
(KMEA) champion-
ship that are going to
enroll, by Aug. 15 --
that’s their deadline
-- then we know who
we're dealing with,”
Stroube said. “We’ll
know which bands are
in and which bands
have determined that
they’re not going to do
it.”

The enrolled bands

will be divided into
five equal groups
based on school enroll-
ment size. The schools
in those five groups
would then be sorted
by band size into five
more groups. Bands
are then assigned
points based on school
and band size; the
smaller groups would
get fewer points than
larger groups. Those
points are tallied and
the band classifica-
tion is based on the
point total. There will
still be five classifica-
tions.

“Like everything,
there’s pros and cons
and complications,”
Stroube said. “One of
the complications is
that peopledon’t know
what class they're in
until Aug. 15, where
previously, they’ve
known in the spring
of the year.

“It’s in hopes of lev-
eling the playing field,
as we always try to do
and making it a little
more fair for the outli-
ers.”

Stroube said the

Senior Haley Johnson works on her flag routine

during a break.

band classifica-
tions would likely be
changed each year,
rather than be re-
viewed every four
years,asthe Kentucky
High School Athletic
Association does for
its classified sports.
He added that the dis-
trict representatives
would get feedback
from band directors
in their district and
meet in November to
discuss the new clas-
sification system.

“Nothing’s in
stone,” he said. “I tend
to think, too, that the
first time you do some-
thing, you’ll probably
changeitbeforeyoudo
it again.The first time
is the trial. I would be
surprised if, next year,
there isn’t something
that improves it a lit-
tle bit after we learn
from experience.

“I think, all in all,
the committee was
persuaded that this
would be more fair
to more bands. That’s
the underlying thing
of what people are try-
ing to do.”

for season

the stand.

This year’s field commander Sidney Jones takes

Band director Nathan Willoughby goes over the sound desired during an

afternoon band practice.
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Crossword puzzle found on page 74

Drugs
not welcome
in Greensburg or
Green County.
Call Anonymous
Tip Line
at 270-405-1031
to report illegal
activity.

ARM LIFT | BODY LIFT | BREAST AUGMENTATION | BREAST LIFT
BREAST REDUCTION | FACE LIFT | NECK LIFT | LIPOSUCTION
SCAR REVISION | SPIDER VEIN TREATMENT | THIGH LIFT | TUMMY TUCK

HWH

Surgery

Medical Group

Plastic & Reconstructive

Ashley Kerekes, M.D.
Board Certified
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