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As the days grow
shorter and the weath-
er grows colder, it be-
comes clear that the
holiday season will
soon be upon us and
the interim commit-
tee period will come to
a close here in Frank-
fort. However, before
Thanksgiving arrives
and the season of shop-
ping begins, we have
an important upcom-
ing holiday we should
all observe: Veterans
Day.

In 1919, to commem-
orate the end of the
First World War, Pres-
ident Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed November
11 to be Armistice Day.
President Wilson stat-
ed that the day would
be “filled with solemn
pride in the heroism of
those who died in the
country’s service and
with gratitude for the
victory.” Armistice Day
did not become a legal
holiday until it was of-

ficially ratified by Con-
gress in 1938. In 1954,
after the United States
participated in more
armed conflict in both
World War II and Ko-
rea, Congress changed
the name to Veterans
Day in order to honor
all former soldiers and
related associations.
Today, we celebrate
this holiday with many
businesses across the
country closing in ob-
servance of the hard-
ships our nation’s fin-
estendure.Whilemany
of you will surely enjoy
the day off, I would en-
courage you to take a
moment to reflect upon
the efforts of our men
and women in uniform,
both past and present.
If your local communi-
tyis hosting a Veterans
Day parade, as many
do, I strongly encour-
age you to attend and
let those individuals
see your appreciation
in person. Small ges-
tures go a long way.
During the 2019
Regular Session the
General Assembly, we
passed five bills aimed
at aiding our veterans.
The Senate sponsored
two of those bills. Sen-
ate Bill (SB) 55, spon-

sored by Sen. C.B.
Embry, expanded the
definition of a Golden
Alert to define the
search for a veteran at
risk as a Green Alert.
SB 178, sponsored by
Sen. Mike Wilson, al-
lows the Kentucky
Historical Society to
implement advisory
committees it deems
necessary in order to
carry out administra-
tion of the Military
History Museum. The
Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Veterans,
Military Affairs, and
Public Protection is
always looking to pro-
duce great legislation
like the bills passed
last session, and there
will surely be more
when the General As-
sembly reconvenes in
January.

While the interim is
coming to a close and
our joint committees
are preparing for the
last meetings of the
year, the Senate is ac-
tively preparing for the
2020 Regular Session.
If you have any ques-
tions or concerns re-
garding what to expect
or what you would like
to see discussed when
the General Assembly

The Difference between
Memorial Day and Veterans Day

Memorial Day and
Veterans Day each
honor the military,
though the two holi-
days are not the same.
Memorial Day, which is
celebrated annually on
the last Monday in May,
honors the brave men
and women who lost
their lives while serv-
ing in the American
military. Many commu-
nities host memorial
ceremonies honoring
their fallen soldiers on
Memorial Day, ensur-
ing such soldiers’ brav-
ery and sacrifices are
never forgotten. While
many people now view

Memorial Day week-
end as the unofficial
start of summer, the
weekend should not be
celebrated without also
pausing to reflect on
and recognize the mili-
tary personnel who lost
their lives in defense
of freedom and the
American way of life.

Veterans Day is cele-
brated annually on No-
vember 11 and recog-
nizes all men and wom-
en who have served in
the military. Veterans
Day coincides with Re-
membrance Day, which
is a celebrated by the
Commonwealth of Na-

tions, an association of
53 member states with
connections to the Brit-
ish Empire. Though
Veterans Day and Re-
membrance Day are
each celebrated on No-
vember 11, the latter
recognizes armed forc-
es members who died in
the line of duty, making
itmoresimilartoMemo-
rial Day than Veterans
Day. It’s not uncommon
for people to recognize
fallen soldiers on Veter-
ans Day, but many use
the holiday to express
their appreciation
to existing veterans.
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reconvenes, please feel
free to reach out to my
office and let your voice
be heard. As always, it
is an honor to represent
you in Frankfort.
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If you have any
questions or comments
about these issues or
any other public policy
issue, please contact me
toll-free at 1-800-372-

7181 or email me at da-
vid.givens@lrc.ky.gov
. You can also review
the Legislature’s work
online at www.legisla-
ture.ky.gov.

o

Q

Chief Wayne
Air Force

Thank you for your service
 THEN and NOW

\ i Refired Lt. Tracy Moon

Air Force

We salute those who
protect our freedom.

We welcome the opportunity
to honor those who have served
and are serving their country.
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