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Local 
rescuer 
loses life 
in auto
accident
BY CRYSTAL CECIL
R-H STAFF

A Greensburg-Green 
County volunteer fire-
f ighter and rescue 
squad member was
killed in an automobile 
accident early last week 
in the Allendale area.

Johnathon Daven-
port, 32, passed away 
Tuesday, Nov. 16 in 
Green County.

Reports state Daven-
port was traveling south 
on Hodgenville Road, to-
ward Greensburg, when 
his vehicle crossed the 
center lane and struck 
a tree. 

See Accident, 12A 

BY CLEVIS JEFFRIES
STAFF WRITER

Green County his-
tory has a home that 
would make our fore-
fathers proud.

More than a few 
“wows” were heard last 
week as the Greensburg 
Rotary Club toured 
the  Green County 
History Museum on 
the completely reno-
vated second floor of 
Longhunters Coffee 
and Tea Company.

The museum is a 
work in progress and 
touring is expected to 
begin early next year. 
But the history al-
ready on display has 
inspired enthusiastic 
support for an attrac-
tion that will become a 
destination for many.

Col. Bill Landrum 
spoke to Rotarians af-
ter the November 12 
dinner at Longhunt-

ers.
“One of the main 

things that we wanted 
to try to do was try to 
keep history from go-
ing outside the coun-
ty,” Landrum said. “ 
We wanted to start 
a nonprofit museum 
here in Greensburg 
and Green County.” 

He mentioned the 
importance of creat-
ing a management 
group and establish-
ing organizational 
structure for the mu-
seum.

From the begin-
ning, the building, 
the museum and the 
first floor occupancy 
of Longhunters Cof-
fee and Tea Company 
fostered a desire to 
mainta in  the  h is -
torical significance 
of Greensburg and 
Green County.

See Museum, 10A

Green Co. History Museum is progressing

The Green County Fire Honor Guard stood in attention at the funeral of 
Johnathon Davenport, Greensburg/Green County Volunteer Fire and Res-
cue Unit #45 and Green County Rescue Squad Unit #825, who was killed 
in an automobile accident last week. 
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Purple Heart 
recipients 
honored by 
local native
BY JOSH CLAYWELL
CENTRAL KY. NEWS 
JOURNAL

Since his retirement 
as a rural mail carrier 
for the Campbellsville 
post office, Dennis 
Davis has had one big 
mission in his life.

The Green County 
native and longtime 
Campbellsville resi-
dent has made it his 
mission to register as 
many Purple Heart 
recipients to be en-
shrined into the Na-
tional Purple Heart 
Hall of Honor, which is 
located in New Wind-
sor, New York, about 
two hours away from 
New York City.

Davis, a  United 
States Navy veteran 
who served from 1956 
to 1978, has enrolled 
262 soldiers from all 
branches of the mili-
tary over the past 15 
years, including 80 
from Taylor County.

“I started out with 
the intent of just en-
rolling the ones from 
Green County,” Davis 
said. “I’m from Green 
County, and I was go-
ing to enroll the ones 
who got killed from 
Green County. There 
was an inordinate 
amount of people from 
Green County who 
were killed in World 
War II, and I’ve still got 
several I haven’t en-
rolled because I can’t 
find any proof of their 
service. That’s how I 
got into it. And I’ve al-
ways had an interest in 
military history, and I 
found out about and 
started doing research 
on the Purple Heart 
Hall of Honor.

“I started enrolling 

them and I continue 
to do it because I’m 
an old guy and don’t 
have much to do,” the 
83-year-old added.

And he has his job as 
a mail carrier to thank 
for opening this door in 
life.

Davis graduated 
f r o m  G r e e n s b u r g 
High School in 1956 
and moved to Louis-
ville in search of job 
opportunities. After a 
few months of toiling 
around in the River 
City, and with no job 
to speak of, Davis re-
turned to Greensburg 
later that summer.

That’s when he de-
cided to go into the 
military, joining the 
Navy. Davis served for 
22 years, opting to stay 
on board after the ini-
tial four-year commit-
ment.

After getting out of 
the Navy, his family 
settled in Campbells-
ville, and he eventu-
ally found work at the 
post office as one of its 
rural carriers. He met 
Barbara Wright on his 
route, and he said she 
piqued his interest in 
genealogy.

That led him to dive 
deeper into military 
history, which in turn 
has led him down the 
path with helping to 
further honor Purple 
Heart recipients.

“I didn’t start out 
wanting to be involved 
in it,” Davis said. “I 
used to deliver the mail 
and Barbara Wright 
was big into geneal-
ogy. She donated all of 
her stuff to the archive 
center here along with 
Betty Jane Gorin. 

See Davis, page 12A

The Green County 
Board of Education 
met in regular ses-
sion Thursday, Nov. 
14. 

During the meeting 
six faculty/staff mem-
bers were recognized 
as recipients of the 
“Above and Beyond” 
Golden Apple Award 
and six students were 
presented with certif-
icates of recognition.

The Board recog-
nized the following 
individuals: 

Ms. Pam Pierce 
was recognized for 
20 years of service to 
the Dragon’s Den pro-
gram. The nomina-
tion letter recognized 
her genuine care for 
the children of Green 
County and her will-
ingness to step in 
anytime something 

is needed. 
“Ms. Pam makes an 

important difference 
for our students, our 
schools, and our dis-
trict,” Green County 
Director of Finance 
Zachary  Lef twich 
said. 

 Ms. Tammy Thomp-
son, Guidance Coun-
selor at Green County 
Middle School, was 
nominated for her 

compassionate lead-
ership. The nomina-
tion letter noted the
many responsibilities
of a guidance coun-
selor and described
Mrs. Thompson and
her office as one of the
“pillars that serves as
a load-bearing, sta-
bilizing unit of the
school.” 

See BOE, page 6A

BOE recognizes 12 at meeting

During a recent tour, Col. Bill Landrum, right, describes the displays in the History of Education
room. Joe Shuffett, left, was one of the 23 Rotarians who toured the facility.  Jerry Cowherd, center,
and Mickey Vaughn helped develop the museum.
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Johnathon Davenport


