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Identify and treat
a garden mole problem

Lawn and garden enthusiasts often must
address unforeseen issues when tending to
their lawns. Weeds can be a blight, and

drought can compromise the look and integrity of
a lawn. 
Another, more deceptive potential adversary is
moles. After a spring and summer spent tending
to their gardens, no homeowner wants to have
their hard work compromised by moles.
“The Old Farmer’s Almanac” says that moles are
ground-dwelling insectivores that feast on insects
in the soil. Moles grow to be roughly six to eight
inches long and have gray or black, velvety fur.
Their snouts are slender and hairless, and they
have very small eyes and ears. Their large front
feet have long claws that scoop dirt out of the way
like a garden hoe.
Even though moles are more likely to snack on
grubs, worms and beetles than plants, they damage
gardens and lawns because of their underground
tunneling behavior. Moles make subterranean channels
throughout the yard in search of food. Some of the

telltale signs include sprouted mounds of displaced soil,
holes and raised burrows and hills. Tunneling can
separate roots from soil, eventually killing vegetation in
the process, according to the home and garden experts

at BobVila.com.
There are various ways to address mole
problems in a lawn or garden. Some
professionals may recommend fumigants, home
remedies and repellents. But these methods are
not always effective, according to Better Homes
& Gardens. Using insecticides can rid the lawn of
some of the foods that moles dine upon,
ultimately discouraging them from coming onto a
property. However, many experts agree that
trapping is the only reliable means of stopping
these creatures.
Homeowners can trap moles humanely by
catching the mole in the act. This involves waiting
for a mole to start channeling, then using two
shovels to block egress on either side of its path.
The mole can be removed to a box and relocated.
There also are various mole and gopher traps

available for sale that operate with spring-loaded
snares. Individuals should check if trapping moles is
legal where they live. For more information regarding
moles, visit www.almanac.com or www.bobvila.com.
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Propane & Propane Accessories
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Garden Seed & Plants
Corrugated Culvert
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