Crafty experiences
for holiday gifts

ne of the challenges each holiday
Oseason is coming up with novel

gifts for loved ones. For those
who seemingly have it all and might not
need another Santa sweater or fruit

basket, an experience gift might be the
perfect fit.

Giving experiences can be fulfilling for
gifters and show recipients that the gift
was given ample thought.

There are no shortages of experiences to
offer. However, people who enjoy arts
and crafts may enjoy being on the
receiving end of a crafty experience this
year.

+ Glass-blowing: Glass-blowing is an art
form that turns molten glass into colorful
and eye-catching pieces. Blown glass
can be transformed into everything from
wine goblets to ornaments. Instructors
can teach gift recipients how to form
glass into desired finished products and
decorate them with swirls, patterns and
colors. Check with local glass-blowing
artisans (many are located in tourist
centers and seaside towns) to find out if
they offer experience gifts.

+ Paint and sip: Paint and sip
businesses are thriving, as scores of
novice artists produce impressive artwork

while sipping a glass of vino. A friend or a
family member who aspires to be the
next Bob Ross will likely enjoy a paint
and sip gift.

- Farmhouse style crafts: Businesses
that teach individuals how to create
farmhouse crafts take them through the
step-by-step process of turning raw wood
boards and shelves into stained and
stenciled farmhouse-inspired pieces.
With clever sayings like “Home is where
our story begins” or “Smith Family, Est.
2019,” it's never been easier to create
custom pieces in just a few hours.

* Pottery: Pottery studios can now be
found as stand-alone buildings or as
franchised establishments in area
shopping malls. Recipients can choose
among various projects and walk away
with a painted and fired treasure that can
be displayed for years.

+ Brewing: With the rise of craft
breweries, apprentice shops have turned
up across the country. A craft beer
experience gift may be just what a
budding brewer needs to start creating
his or her own beers.

Craft-inspired experience gifts can be
customized for people with a wide range
of interests.
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Great gifts for people
who help you year-round

he holiday season is a time to
I connect with loved ones. Families
gather during the holiday season,
and friends reconnect.

Tradition reigns supreme for many
people during the holiday season.
Exchanging gifts is one tradition that
transcends religion, as people who
subscribe to various faiths exchange gifts
with their loved ones during the holiday
season. When making their holiday
shopping lists, shoppers should make
sure they don't forget the various people
who help them throughout the year.
Small tokens of appreciation during the
holiday season can help mailmen,
teachers, hairdressers, and others know
they’re appreciated. The following are
some gift ideas that can help the people
who help us throughout the year.

Mailman

Mail finds its way into the mailbox even
when the weather outside is frightful.
Mailmen spend much of their workdays
outdoors braving the elements, so a gift
that helps make their time outdoors more
comfortable makes sense. But before
gifting their mailmen, shoppers should
know that there are rules governing the
gifts that the mailman can and cannot
accept. According to the United States

Postal Service®, mailmen can
accept gifts worth $20 or less
from a customer per occasion.
However, carriers are forbidden
from accepting cash and cash
equivalents. In addition, mailmen
cannot accept more than $50
worth of gifts in a calendar year.
Moisture wicking shirts can help
mail carriers stay warm on cold
days, and they’re designed to
quickly move moisture away from
the body to the outer layer of the
shirt. Such shirts can be worn
beneath carriers’ uniforms to
keep them warm and dry on cold
days. Shoe inserts, a basket of
sunscreen and some healthy
snacks that can be eaten on-the-
go are other great gifts for mail
carriers.

Hairdressers

Hairdressers go to great lengths
to make people look good
throughout the year, and those
efforts should not be forgotten
during the holiday season. Many
hairdressers use supplies, such
as scissors, they purchase on
their own. A gift certificate to a salon
supply wholesaler can make for a
welcome gift. For those who want to
pamper the people who pamper them, a
gift certificate to a local spa can make for
a wonderful gift for hairdressers this
holiday season.

Educators and Caregivers

Educators and caregivers, which
includes teachers, babysitters and
daycare staff, do a lot for children. Their
efforts should be recognized during the
holiday season. School systems and
daycare facilities may have rules in place
governing which items staff can accept,
so inquire about such policies in advance
of the holiday season. When gifting
babysitters, make sure gifts are age-
appropriate. If a babysitter is a minor,
cash may make for the best gift. For
teachers and daycare workers, consider
a gift certificate to a well-regarded local
eatery or a school supplies store, as
many teachers purchase classroom
supplies with their own money.

Come the holiday season, shoppers
should make sure they gift the people
who help them and their families
throughout the year.



