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CLASSIFIEDsThe Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health’s Special Sup-
plemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children 
(WIC) will remain open through 
the month of January even with-
out congressional action on the 
current government shutdown.

Working with federal partners 
at the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) – the 
agency funding the WIC pro-
gram – the Mississippi State 
Department of Health (MSDH) 
has been granted enough funds 
in the federal fiscal year 2019 to 
continue operations.

Without these funds, the WIC 
program would have to ter-
minate services to more than 
95,000 clients each month due 
to the shutdown.

“With this allowance by the 
USDA, we can ensure WIC 

WIC program to 
continue through 
government shutdown

operations without disruptions 
through at least the end of Janu-
ary, if not even an additional 
few weeks in February,” said 
MSDH State Health Officer Dr. 
Thomas Dobbs. “This gives us a 
little breathing room.”

Dobbs said the agency will 
continue to monitor, assess and 
make plans for possible further 
delays in funding in order to 
continue services for Missis-
sippi mothers and babies and 
protect the jobs of MSDH em-
ployees.

The WIC Program is a sup-
plemental nutrition program 
for pregnant, breastfeeding, and 
post-partum women, infants and 
children under five years of age. 
The Mississippi WIC Program 
operates and maintains 95 dis-
tribution sites serving clients 
statewide.

Are you obsessed over 
something? Has something 
gained your attention in such 
a way that you have made 
some drastic changes in order 
to accommodate that matter? 
Deer hunters do this all the 
time. 

I was just reliving the past 
season with a friend. He was 
telling me about a place where 
he hunted that was for bow 
hunters only. One particular 
evening, just before dark, he 
saw what he called the buck 
of a lifetime, and it was only 

60 yards from his stand. And 
even though he could not get 
a shot at it, it caused him to 
almost ignore all the other 
bucks that came his way; and 
there were plenty. By the time 
his few days of hunting were 
over, he had passed up some 
really big bucks because none 
of them were the “one” he 
had seen just a few days ear-
lier. In the end, the cost was 
coming home empty-handed 
all because he had become 
obsessed with one prize so 
valuable that every other 

prize paled in comparison. 
He is not alone in this obses-
sion. I know of other hunters 
who have marked one par-
ticular buck as their goal and 
have waited for 2 or 3 years 
in order to get it. And I know 
of some who waited just as 
long only to find out their 
prize was now their neigh-
bor’s trophy. Some may not 
understand this obsession. 
Some do. Everyone ought to.

In recalling these stories, I 
am reminded of the Biblical 
story of the man who found 
a valuable pearl. The Bible 
says when he discovered it, 
he sold everything he owned 
and bought it. No diversifica-
tion. No hedging his invest-
ment. No waiting until more 
favorable times. But selling it 

all – pushing it all in for this 
one pearl of great price. What 
was the Lord comparing this 
most valuable pearl to? The 
kingdom of heaven. What 
is the kingdom of heaven? 
Let’s just say it is the totality 
of God in our lives now and 
the greatness of heaven in the 
future. And what the Lord de-
sires is this; that there would 
come a time in our lives 
when we finally understand 
the most valuable thing in 
our life is simply Him. And in 
fully understanding this, we 
would willfully, gladly, and 
excitingly be willing to give it 
all up in order to experience, 
without distraction, the worth 
and surpassing greatness of 
that relationship.
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