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Happy Birthday

January 17 - Linda
Taylor, Nolan O’Reilly,
Myron Courts, Nikki Meeks
Edwards, Tripp Hammett,
Houston  Barnes, Kerri
Cothran, James Powell,
Kimberly Edwards, Adarrius
McLaurin, Kayla Hunter

January 18 - Sara L.
O’Reilly, Jordan Courts
Ingram, Strider McCrory,

Sylvia Brown, Hadleigh
Hawkins, Dixie Lane, Dr.
Emily Casey, Lela Bell
Freeman, Petiri  Clark,
Marsha  Ables  Hopper,
Jonathan Barrett, Barbara
Parrish

January 19 - Susan Gib-
son, Jessie Coleman, Kayley
Jones, Frank Flowers, Susie
Davis, John Allen Autry,

Clydie Dickerson, Edith Ann
Word, Traci Hammett, Cor-
tavious Staldworth

January 20 - Hunter
Blain, Melanie Bishop, Bub-
ba Davis, Becky Christian,
Stephanie Bilsky, Matthew
Furch, Robert Rogers, Kirk
Goering

January 21 - Brooks
Hooker Harrell, Hugh Nich-
ols, Shannon Pritchard,

Kristan Carroll, Frankie Mc-
Crory, Cindy Gibson, Shelby

Lawmakers urge agency to clarify illegality
of Ohama implementation of affordable
care act with hidden ahortion surcharge

U.S. Senators Cindy Hyde-
Smith (R-Miss.) and Roger
Wicker (R-Miss.) today en-
couraged the Trump admin-
istration to move forward
with a final rule that would
ensure pro-life consumers
enrolled in Affordable Care
Act (ACA) health plans
aren’t subsidizing abortion
services.

Hyde-Smith authored a
letter to Health and Human
Services (HHS) Secretary
Alex Azar that expresses
support for an HHS rule on
ACA Section 1303. The
rule, titled “Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care
Act; Exchange Program In-
tegrity,” would require poli-
cy holders to submit separate
payments for basic insurance
and additional coverage for
abortion. In all, 14 Senators
signed the letter.

“The proposed rule aligns
with the clear meaning and
congressional intent of Sec-
tion 1303 by eliminating the
hidden abortion surcharge in
many ACA plans,” the law-
makers wrote.

“The Hyde Amendment
protects federal health care
dollars from funding elec-
tive abortions and insurance
plans that include elective
abortion. The ACA devi-
ated from this long-standing
precedent by creating its
own funding stream making
taxpayer dollars available to
buy abortion-covering health
insurance plans in ACA
exchanges throughout the
country,” they said.

The Senators also strongly
encouraged HHS to strength-
en the final rule to clarify the
illegality of the Obama ad-
ministration’s interpretation
of ACA Section 1303.

“The Obama Administra-
tion’s misinterpretation cre-
ated a hidden abortion sur-
charge on many health care
plans in exchanges through-
out the nation,” the letter
said. “The meaning of Sec-
tion 1303 is straightforward
and congressional intent is
clear. We are concerned that
the proposed rule’s analy-
sis fails to adequately ac-
knowledge the illegality of
the prior regulation. We ask
that the final rule directly ad-
dresses this concern.”

In addition to Hyde-Smith
and Wicker, the letter was
signed by Senators James
Inhofe (R-Okla.), Mike Enzi
(R-Wyo.), John Barrasso (R-

Wyo.), Roy Blunt (R-Mo.),
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Tim
Scott (R-S.C.), Deb Fischer
(R-Neb.), James Lankford
(R-Okla.), Steve Daines
(R-Mont.), Thom Tillis (R-
N.C.), Joni Ernst (R-Ilowa),
and Todd Young (R-Ind.).

The letter can be read be-
low:

Dear Secretary Azar:

We write to express our
support for the Department
of Health and Human Ser-
vices (HHS) proposed rule,
titled “Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act; Ex-
change Program Integrity,”
as it relates to changing the
separate payment require-
ment in Section 1303 of the
Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (ACA).
The proposed rule aligns
with the clear meaning and
congressional intent of Sec-
tion 1303 by eliminating the
hidden abortion surcharge in
many ACA plans. We also
request that the final rule
clarify the illegality of the

previous  Administration’s
interpretation of  Section
1303.

The Hyde Amendment

protects federal health care
dollars from funding elec-
tive abortions and insurance
plans that include elective
abortion. The ACA devi-
ated from this long-standing
precedent by creating its
own funding stream making
taxpayer dollars available to
buy abortion-covering health
insurance plans in ACA
exchanges throughout the
country.

Section 1303 of the ACA
requires qualified health
plans (QHPs) that cover
elective abortions to fund
them by collecting a sepa-
rate payment (sometimes
referred to as an abortion
surcharge) from each ben-
eficiary and depositing these
payments into a separate ac-
count. This surcharge was
created to provide trans-
parency for consumers by
clearly differentiating the
abortion surcharge. Section
1303 includes the following
requirements[1]:

* The health insurance is-
suer must not use the subsidy
amount to pay for any elec-
tive abortion

* The health insurance is-
suer must “collect from each
plan” a “separate payment”
of not less than $1 per month
for any elective abortions

covered
e The health insurance is-
suer must deposit these

separate elective abortion
payments into “a separate
account that consists solely
of such payments and that is
used exclusively to pay” for
elective abortions.

During a legislative debate
on Section 1303, then-Sena-
tor Ben Nelson (D-Neb.), re-
stated what was clear from
the language of the text it-
self: “You have to write two
checks: one for the basic
policy and one for the ad-
ditional coverage for abor-
tion.”[2]

The Obama Administra-
tion undermined this re-
quirement through subse-
quent regulations. Despite
the plain meaning of the
text, it interpreted “separate”
to mean “together.” The
regulations stated that the
requirement could be satis-
fied by “sending the enrollee
a single monthly invoice
or bill that separately item-
izes the premium amount for
non-excepted abortion ser-
vices” and by not requiring
the QHP issuer to “separate-
ly identify the premium for
non-excepted abortion ser-
vices on the monthly premi-
um bill.”[3] In other words,
the “separate” payments
could be made “together.”
The Obama Administration’s
misinterpretation created a
hidden abortion surcharge
on many health care plans
in exchanges throughout the
nation.

The meaning of Section
1303 is straightforward and
congressional intent is clear.
We are concerned that the
proposed rule’s analysis fails
to adequately acknowledge
the illegality of the prior
regulation. We ask that the
final rule directly addresses
this concern.

We thank HHS for issuing
new regulations that align
with the clear meaning
and congressional intent
of Section 1303. Congress
clearly required a distinct
payment and the current
regulations instead allow
the abortion surcharge to be
hidden within the broader
premium.

This proposed rule pro-
vides important and long
overdue protections. We
strongly  encourage  the
Department to finalize it
promptly.

Turner, Christina Barbee
Coon, Carmen Cagle Brown,
Andrew Roy

January 22 - Kevin

Newton, Angie Blain, Sandra
Loflin, Melissa Drennan,
Billy Cash, Necie Cain,
Marsha Jordan, Lynne Bevill

January 23 - Joey Lawson,
Renee Wigley Newton, Clay
Rodgers, Bree Pepper Nolan,
Helen  Berry, Deborah
Cohea, Chuck Edwards,
Heather Lane, Chris Nelson,

daphy

MMy

January 17 - Tricia and
Riley Poe, James and Jean
Hughes

January 20 - Tommy and
Bonnie Haffey

Cali Clerk, Richard McCrory

January 21 - Mike and
Julie Ellison

To add your birthdays and
anniversaries to our list,
please send your information
by mail to P.O. Box 60,

Lexington, MS  39095;
fax 662-834-1074; email
hcherald@gmail.com; or

stop by our office at 308
Court Square in Lexington.
No phone calls, please.

3 CEMETERY PLOTS
in Odd Fellows Cemetery,
Lexington, known as Lot No.
606 in the 1967 Addition.
Includes a Trust Receipt, No.
376, held in trust by the City
of Lexington with the interest
to be used for the upkeep and
maintenance of Lot 606.
Call Bruce Hill at 662-417-
9944 to arrange for transfer
of Trust Receipt and warranty
deed for Lot 606. $1500 total.

2-1ftfn

FOR SALE: 142 ACRES
for $3000 per acre in
Goodman, MS at Highway
14 and I-55, 750 Tower
Road, 662-753-1318.
1-17,24,31;2-7p

HAPPY JACK®
Liquivict2x®:  recognized
safe & effective by U.S.
CVM against hook &
round worms in dogs.
LEXINGTON FARM

SUPPLY (834-3388). (www.
kennelvax.com)
1-17,24,31;2-7p

SEEKING:

--- CNA POSITIONS ---
+ Full-time & Part-time
Spm.-11 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.

--- LPN POSITIONS ---
« Full-time & Part-time

7 p.m.

-7 a.m.

Apply in person
Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Durant
Healthcare, 1LC

15481 Bowling Green Rd. ® 662-653-4106 ® Durant, M$

MCAN

Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order, call MS Press Services at 601-981-3060

|clusses / Training

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation fraining.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Career placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866-
367-2510.

HEALTHCARE CAREER TRAINING
ONLINE. Start a new career in Medical
Billing and  Coding.  Medical
Administrative Assistant. To learn more,
call Ultimate Medical Academy. 1-844-
664-5478

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - ONLINE
TRAINING AVAILABLE! Take the first
step into a new career! Call now: 1-866-
664-4140

Employment ‘

LOOKING FOR CHALLENGING YET
REWARDING WORK? We have an
opportunity for youl Koch Foods, 921
South Main Street, Forest, MS 39074 is
hiring for all shifts. You can apply anytime
at the plant directly, any WIN Job Center,
or at www.kochfoodsinc.com/careers.

Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians

Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350 procedures. 855-397-7045 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress.
Ad# 6118

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES.
See how much you can save!l High risk
SR22 driver policies available! Call 844-
714-2407

FREE MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
QUOTES! Top providers. Excellent cov-
erage. Call for a no obligation quote to
see how much you can save. Toll free:
855-400-8352

| Medical Supplies

Services-Financial

DO YOU USE A CPAP MACHINE for
sleep apnea? Get your FDA approved
CPAP machine and supplies at little or no
costl Free sleep supplement and sleep
guide included! Call 855-234-0202!
[Mon-Fri)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere, No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info kit: 888-964-0893
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranieed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.

Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-

fions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

‘ Services-General |

DIRECTV AND AT&T. 155 Channels
and 1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand
(w/SELECT Package.) AT&T Internet 99
Percent Reliability. Unlimited Texts fo 120
Countries w/AT&T Wireless. Call 4 FREE
Quote - 1- 855-978-3110.

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream
Breaking News, Live Events, Sporfs & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-866-616-8331
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Call 1-877-628-3143

Servlces-FInun:iul|

OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
24 1o 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 844-719-8928.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL
Homeowner's Relief Line now for Help! 1-
866-833-1513

‘ Services-Medical

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-877-224-1236

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can't reach a phonel FREE
Brochure. CALL 877-824-5591

PURRRRR-fect...
=/ Advertising
Solution!

Statewide
Classifieds!

97 newspapers for one low rate!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words........... $210

1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement Available
To order your advertising call:
Mississippi
Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

Week of January 13, 2018




