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*Bomb Threats
(Continued from page 1.)

that all students and staff 
were safe and that classes 
had resumed.

“Please know that your 
child is safe. Our children’s 
safety is our TOP PRIORI-
TY!” he said. “We are work-
ing with the local authorities 
and the Mississippi Bureau 
of Investigation (MBI). We 
have identified the number 
of the prank caller and an 
arrest will be made soon. 
These actions are federal of-
fenses and will not be toler-
ated in our school district! 
We will keep you updated 
on this matter. Thank you for 
entrusting your child to our 
care — we will ensure their 
safety.”

Dr. Henderson provided 
his mobile phone number 
for parents to reach him with 
questions or concerns. He 
wanted to make certain ev-
eryone knew that all students 
and staff were safe.

You need actions,
not words

Dear Dave,
My husband and I have 

about $20,000 in credit card 
debt, plus payments on a 
new truck. We also have a 
camper he bought before we 
got married that we’re still 
making payments on. I re-
cently received a $50,000 in-
heritance, and I’d like to use 
that money to help get us out 
of debt and open a savings 
account. My husband says he 
is onboard, but he keeps buy-
ing things we don’t have the 
money for. I don’t want the 
inheritance to go to waste, so 
what can I do?

Tessa
Dear Tessa,

I want you guys to get 
control of your finances and 
have a better life, too. But 
until your husband is willing 
to get rid of the camper and 
the truck, I’d hang on to the 
inheritance money.

Right now, you need more 
than his words—you need 

his actions. At this point, the 
real issue isn’t the debt or 
the idea of using the gift you 
received to pay off the debt. 
The issue is you can’t see a 
future where your husband 
isn’t going to repeat the same 
financial stupidity. You need 
to have that future cleared 
up, and it isn’t going to be 
cleared up until he proves he 
has changed his heart and his 
ways. In his case, that means 
showing he has become a 
grown-up and isn’t buying 
toys he can’t afford anymore.

I know where you are, and 
I know where he is right now. 
I’ve been there. Years ago, I 
was a “grown man” but I was 
still really a little boy buying 
things I couldn’t afford to 
impress people I didn’t even 
know. This guy likes stuff. 
He likes shiny trucks, shiny 
things to pull behind shiny 
trucks, and that sort of thing.

But it’s time for him to sell 
all the crap, grow up, and 
start putting you and your 
family first. Keep talking to 

him. Explain how important 
it is to you that you’re both 
on same page financially and 
in every other aspect of your 
marriage. Until he proves 
he’s ready to do that, though, 
I’d say just hold on to the in-
heritance money.   

—Dave
*Dave Ramsey is CEO of 

Ramsey Solutions. He has 

This column, the third of 
a four-part series, will give 
readers a closer look at 
CWD. In this column, we 
will discuss “How CWD 
Spreads.”

The widely held belief that 
all CWD occurrences can 
be traced back to a single 
Colorado research facil-
ity prevents wildlife and 
animal health professionals 
from considering that some 
outbreaks may be arising 
from unrecognized exposure 
events that occur repeatedly 
over time.

Conservation Corner
by James Cummins
Executive Director 

of Wildlife Mississippi

In fact, natural and human-
facilitated factors have con-
tributed to the geographic 
spread and persistence of 
CWD over the last 5 decades. 
Regardless of the origin, 
much of the spread of CWD 
appears attributable to natu-
ral movements of wild deer. 
For example, Wyoming has 
only one private game farm, 
and consequently commer-
cial enterprise is unlikely to 
have driven the widespread 
distribution there. Alterna-
tively, the role of commer-
cial elk operations in CWD 

outbreaks in captive herds 
in Saskatchewan and South 
Korea was well documented, 
with inadvertent spillover 
apparently giving rise to 
a large, freeranging focus 
spanning the Saskatchewan-
Alberta border. In Colorado, 
a combination of natural and 
human-facilitated factors 
likely contributed in differ-
ent measures to separate out-
breaks.

Natural factors contrib-
uting to persistence and 
geographic spread include 
prolonged incubation of the 
disease, multiple routes of 
CWD prion disease shed-
ding, its environmental per-
sistence, and the movements 
of free-ranging deer. Infect-
ed deer likely shed prions in 
feces, urine, and saliva for 
most of the disease course, 
thus allowing for ample op-
portunities for transmission 
to other deer. Migration 
movements also have the 
potential for contributing to 
longer distance jumps in dis-
tribution. Because CWD can 
bind to soil and plants, it can 
remain in the environment 
for an extended time. There-
fore, transmission can occur 
on overlapping ranges even 
in the absence of direct inter-
actions between infected and 
uninfected animals. Indirect 
transmission also increases 
the likelihood of interspecies 
transmission.

The primary human-facili-
tated factor identified in the 
spread of CWD is movement 
of live animals, and to date, 
this is the only confirmed 
contributing activity linked 
to CWD’s spread between 
distant locations. These ani-
mal movements typically are 
associated with other highly 
artificial wildlife manage-
ment activities, such as cap-
tive wildlife propagation and 
high-fenced shooting enclo-
sures. Moving free-ranging 
deer from an infected source 
would also present a similar 
risk for spreading CWD. Lo-
cal wildlife may be exposed 
to CWD if infected captive 
animals escape, or if free-
ranging deer are exposed to 
infected captive animals or 
contaminated environments. 
Fence-line contact offers an-
other opportunity for direct 
transmission. Note that these 

authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total 
Money Makeover. 

The Dave Ramsey Show is 
heard by more than 13 mil-
lion listeners each week on 
585 radio stations and mul-
tiple digital platforms. 

Follow Dave on the web 
at daveramsey.com and on 
Twitter at @DaveRamsey.

transmission opportunities 
are a two-way street (i.e., 
CWD can move in either di-
rection between captive and 
wild deer). Other possible 
modes for human-facilitat-
ed spread of CWD include 
transport of infected carcass-
es, products manufactured 
or contaminated with prion-
laden deer or elk urine, sa-
liva, or feces, or possibly the 
movement of hay or grain 
crops contaminated with the 
CWD agent.

In addition, other human 
activities can substantially 
increase the likelihood of 
establishing, maintaining, 
and spreading CWD and 
other diseases in free-ranging 
wildlife. In particular, artifi-
cial management activities, 
such as wildlife baiting and 
feeding or other practices 
that congregate normally dis-
persed wild animals enhance 
transmission opportunities.

In the next, and last, col-
umn on CWD, I will discuss 
efforts to try and control it.

James L. Cummins is ex-
ecutive director of Wildlife 
Mississippi, a non-profit, 
conservation organization 
founded to conserve, restore 
and enhance fish, wildlife 
and plant resources through-
out Mississippi. 


