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Yard & Garden Service
30 Years Experience - Dependable

Commercial, Residential,
Cemeteries, etc.

Bo Patterson
Firewood

Leaf Raking
*Clean Fence Lines & Empty Lots   *Bush Hogging
*Now is the best time to get bushes cut back & fence lines cleaned.
*We also install Septic Tanks and Sewer Lines.  *Stump Grinding
*We also cut limbs hanging over houses and trim shrubs.

Free Estimates
We do Trenching for Water Lines

* We Specialize in Grass Planting & Lawn Preparation.
  125 Victor St., Durant           653-3576           653-9935

(Anywhere in Holmes County)

West Hill 
Water Association

will hold its 
Annual Membership Meeting 
on Monday, February 4, 2019

at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting will be held 

in the 
building next to

Fred’s at
306 Yazoo Street 

Lexington, Mississippi
All members are

 encouraged to attend.
 

Please make every effort to 
attend this meeting. This is 
the time for our members 

to ask questions, voice their 
problems, and also time to 

elect board members.
In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture policy, this or-
ganization is prohibited from discrimina-
tion on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all pro-
hibited bases apply to all programs). To file 
a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400  
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 759-
3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

When and why did every-
one become so lackadai-
sical?  Especially in their 
grocery shopping?  I have 
friends who just make a call, 
drive to the store and a clerk 
comes outside and loads her 
provisions.  There are even 
persons who 
have made a 
business of 
being a per-
sonal shopper 
and doing the 
food shopping 
for folks, for a 
price. I am cer-
tainly not say-
ing this is not 
a good thing 
being the one 
who loves to 
live in paja-
mas, sit by the 
fire, and read. 
But on another note, I LOVE 
TO GROCERY SHOP. As I 
walked down the aisle of the 
grocery store yesterday and 
gazed at the beautiful colors 
of all the winter produce I 
was excited! I pick up, ex-
amine and smell of each 
piece of the harvest before 
placing it inside my grocery 
cart. I always have a list to 
buy but there are usually 
so many new items, I never 
stick to my list. There are so 
many food stuffs to choose. 
I usually make my menu for 
the week as I amble around 
the isles choosing my boun-
ty, sometimes changing my 
mind according to the new 
food stuffs found.

It reminds me of when I 
was visiting my grandmother 
and when she went grocery 
shopping. Every Thursday 
about 10 o’clock a.m. you 
could hear the “toot toot” 
and the grinding of gears of 

Groceries and The Rolling Store
the old yellow school bus 
that had been fashioned into 
a traveling grocery store – 
The Rolling Store. It made 
a loud noise as it pulled and 
jerked up the hill from my 
Uncle David’s house coming 
to the top of the hill. As soon 

as we heard 
the rousing 
sounds from 
the old bus 
l u m b e r i n g 
up the hill, 
we knew Mr. 
Zeb was on 
his way.  My 
grandmother 
would pull on 
her bonnet, 
the one with 
the cardboard 
stays, and 
we would 
hurry out to 

the end of her driveway to 
meet this store on wheels. I 
was always excited because 
Mr. Zeb always had a can-
dy surprise waiting for me 
and my grandmother would 
give me a few cents to buy 
some of the packed good-
ies. There was a few pieces 
of fruit, apples and bananas 
mainly. Of course, there 
were onions and potatoes, 
but she had a root cellar full 
of these. There were also 
cans of vegetables lined on 
the makeshift shelves hang-
ing where the seats that once 
held children on their way to 
schools now stood. Again, 
she had quart Mason jars 
sitting in her pantry full of 
the same vegetables and my 
granddaddy made sure that 
there was enough meat for 
the household. She mainly 
bought flour, meal, tea, cof-
fee, sugar, and of course my 
stick candy. One of her main 

Peggy’s Take

things to buy was always 
her Bull of the Woods chew-
ing tobacco and my grand-
daddy’s Garrett Snuff.  I just 
loved shopping on this old 
yellow bus and I believe this 
is where my love for grocery 
shopping began. If Mr. Zeb 
made it to her house around 
lunch time, he would stay 
and eat with us. This is one 
of his favorites and one of 
her specialties.

Bean and Ham Soup 
Start with about 2 quarts of 

water and boil the hambone 
(that you saved) with some 
diced ham until there is a 
good broth. Then add a pack-
age of great northern beans, 
soaked overnight, 1 diced 
onion, 1 cup chopped car-
rots, ½ cup chopped celery, 
salt and pepper.  (If you don’t 
believe it’s thick enough add 
1 T. flour to 1 cup of cold 
water and stir until com-
pletely smooth and add to 
soup to thicken.} Simmer for 
about an hour and serve with 
crunchy cornbread.

* Peggy Sims is a life-long 
resident of Attala County 
and columnist.

Hood recovers $26.6 million, 
settles final Epps bribery case

Attorney General Jim 
Hood announced today 
that his office recovered 
$26,612,188.22 in Missis-
sippi taxpayer funds after 
settling 11 civil lawsuits filed 
in February 2017, against 
multiple government con-
tractors doing business with 
the Mississippi Department 
of Corrections during the 
Epps bribery scandal. The 
lawsuits accused these con-
tractors of using so-called 
“consultants” as conduits to 
influence then-Commission-
er Christopher Epps, through 
bribes and kickbacks, to 
award and retain MDOC 
contracts.

“These settlements effec-
tively disgorged these cor-
porations of their ill-gotten 
profits and then some,” Gen-
eral Hood said. “I have a 
duty to protect the integrity 
of the public contracting pro-
cess, as well as vindicate the 
rights of the state when it is 
the victim of public corrup-
tion and other wrongful con-
duct. We filed these lawsuits 
because I was determined to 
hold these corporations, both 
out-of-state and in-state, ac-
countable for their wrongful 
conduct.”

“Today, and throughout 
this litigation, we have sent 
a significant warning to cor-
porations pursuing public 
contracts with the state that 
this office will not tolerate 
corporations taking advan-
tage of Mississippi taxpay-
ers. Corporations contract-
ing with the state, whether 
through direct employees 
or outside consultants, must 
uphold their corporate ethi-
cal responsibilities to ensure 
our laws are followed. Cor-
porations have a duty and 
a responsibility not only to 
properly hire, train, and su-
pervise their employees, but 
also any outside consultants 
they elect to hire.”

General Hood reminded 
companies and their em-
ployees that if they are doing 
business in Mississippi and 
a public official approaches 
them in a way that makes 
them uncomfortable about a 
business-related issue, that 
action needs to be reported 
immediately to authorities. 

The settlement amounts 
paid by these government 
contractors are as follows:

(1) Management & 
Training Corporation                               
$5.18 million - For-profit 
operator of correctional fa-
cilities;

(2) Cornell Compa-
nies, Inc. (GEO Group)                            
$4.55 million - For-profit 
operator of correctional fa-
cilities;

(3) Wexford Health Sourc-
es, Inc. $4.00 million - Cor-
rectional health care pro-
vider;

(4) Keefe Commis-
sary Network, LLC                                   
$3.10 million - Commissary 
management services; 

(5) C. N. W. Construction 
Company $3.10 million  - 
Construction; 

(6) Global Tel*Link Cor-
poration $2.50 million - In-
mate telephone communica-
tions; 

(7) Branan Medical Cor-
poration $2.00 million 
-  “Drugs-of-abuse” testing 
products; 

(8) Sentinel Offender Ser-
vices, LLC  $1.30 million -  
Offender tracking and moni-
toring provider; 

(9) CGL Facil-
ity Management, LLC                                       
$750,000.00 - Correctional 
maintenance services;

(10) AdminPros, LLC                                                             
$32,188.22 - Medicaid eligi-
bility services;

(11)    Guy E. “Butch” Evans                                                     
$100,000.00 - Insurance; 

(12)    Health Assurance, 
LLC Bankruptcy - Correc-
tional health care provider.

Auditor issues embezzlement 
demand to former Mississippi 
Board of Animal Health employee

Press Release
Last Wednesday special 

Agents from the Office of 
State Auditor Shad White 
delivered a demand for al-
leged embezzlement to Chris 
Smith, former Director of 
Accounting and Finance at 
the Mississippi Board of An-
imal Health. The demand is 
for $33,892.54 and includes 
interest and investigative 
costs. 

During a routine compli-
ance audit of the Board of 
Animal Health, an auditor 
discovered irregularities in 
several transactions. 

Smith originally ignored 
requests for documentation 
to explain the questioned ex-
penses, but he later admitted 
to using public funds to pay 
personal C-Spire, DirecTV, 

Entergy, and Atmos bills us-
ing a government procure-
ment card. From April 2015 
to July 2018, Smith alleg-
edly embezzled $24,946.39.

In his role as Director of 
Accounting and Finance, 
which he held from 1999 to 
2018, Smith performed all 
transactions for the Board 
without direct supervision. 
This allowed him to have 
unlimited access to procure-
ment cards and the ability 
to submit purchase and pay-
ment records to the state ac-
counting system.

Auditor White said, “What 
happened here should serve 
as a reminder to all of us in 
state government that we 
cannot allow one employee 
to have too much control 
over purchasing. Responsi-

bilities related to purchasing 
need to be divided up to pre-
vent this sort of embezzle-
ment from happening.”

The case will be delivered 
to the office of the District 
Attorney for the 7th Dis-
trict, Robert Shuler Smith, to 
pursue an indictment. Chris 
Smith could face up to 20 
years in prison or $5,000 in 
fines if convicted for em-
bezzlement. He is presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

“I commend both our com-
pliance audit team and our 
investigators for identifying 
the problem and obtaining a 
confession here,” said White. 
“This case is an example of 
how the auditors and law 
enforcement officers in my 
office can work together to 
stop theft and save taxpayer 
dollars.”

Fraud and embezzlement 
can be reported to the Mis-
sissippi Office of the State 
Auditor online any time by 
clicking the red button at 

the top-right corner of the 
Auditor’s website or via 
telephone during normal 
business hours at 1-(800)-
321-1275.

Press Release
Buoyed by a highly suc-

cessful Tech Movement pilot 
program that uses new auto-
mated irrigation techniques 
to boost row crop yields 
while conserving water, C 
Spire is ready to expand its 
partnership with farmers and 
smart equipment firms to 
provide network and infor-
mation technology support 
for precision agriculture ap-
plications.

Precision King and JF Phil-
lips Farm teamed up with C 
Spire, a Mississippi-based 
telecommunications and 
technology firm, last year 
to test the approach on row 
crops in Tchula and Louise 
to determine if the new auto-
mated furrow-style irrigation 
techniques could increase se-
lected row crop yields, con-
serve precious groundwater 
resources and increase per-
acre net revenue for farmers.

The proof-of-concept 

C Spire, Mississippi Delta farmers ready 
to expand smart agriculture solutions

C Spire President Stephen Bye (right) and Nick King, CEO of 
Precision King, discuss an automated irrigation system con-
troller that uses wireless technology to manage water usage at 
a soybean field near Tchula.          (Photo courtesy of C Spire)

trial is part of the C Spire 
Tech Movement initiative, 
launched in 2017 and de-
signed leverage the com-
pany’s technology leader-
ship and investments to help 
transform its service areas. 
Precision agriculture, smart 
farming and the agricultural 
Internet of Things (IoT) are 
key elements of its focus 
on technology innovation to 
move the state forward.

The final test results on 
over 130 acres of crops us-
ing the first fully automated 
furrow-style irrigation solu-
tion show that yields rose 
and net revenue per acre for 
soybeans jumped by $94.90 
and by $24.92 per acre for 

corn while water usage de-
clined by up to 27 percent 
for soybeans and up to 55 
percent for corn, according 
to Nick King, president of 
Yazoo City-based Precision-
King.

PrecisionKing plans a 
commercial introduction of 
the service in time for the 
2019 growing season, King 
said, noting that an optimal 
watering schedule helps re-
tain nitrogen content in the 
soil, boosting yields and 
dramatically reducing wa-
ter usage. “We’ve cracked 
the code on how to increase 
yields, save water and help 
farmers achieve higher prof-
its,” he added.

“We’re really encouraged 
by the results that showed a 
dramatic decrease in water 
usage – about 15 million gal-
lons – with increased yields 

(Continued on page 9.)


