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Relationships and money
Dear Dave,

My father-in-law wants to 
help us with our mortgage. 
We’ve been working hard 
to pay off our home early, 
and we’ve reduced what we 
owe to around $35,000. His 
idea is to pay off the remain-
der, then let us pay him back 
over time. In the past, he 
has loaned us much smaller 
amounts and everything has 
worked out fine. What do 
you think about this?

Brianne
Dear Brianne,

I’m sure this seems like a 
winning proposition all the 
way around. My concern is 
there’s a big spiritual and 
emotional issue that has been 
left out of the equation. The 
borrower is always slave to 
the lender, and nowhere is 
that more true than in a fam-
ily.

I understand, too, you have 
a solid track record with this 
kind of thing. But anytime 
you borrow money from 
family you’re playing with 
fire. When you do some-
thing like this, especially 
with such a large amount, 
the money issue is likely to 
be a shadow hovering over 

your relationship. Family get 
togethers, special events, and 
holidays will feel different 
when you’re there with your 
lender instead of just good 
old dad.

I assume your father-in-
law is doing well financially, 
since he can afford to make 
this offer. And don’t get me 
wrong, it’s a very kind and 
generous offer. If I were in 
his shoes, I might offer in-
stead to pay off the mort-
gage as a gift to my son and 
daughter-in-law for working 
so hard to attain a goal. But 
it would be a gift. No strings 
attached.

If you have a nice, stable 
family, this debt will always 
be there in the back of your 
mind. If you have a dysfunc-
tional, control-freak kind of 
family, it’s going to be right 
there in front of you con-
stantly. Either way, I don’t 
think it’s worth the risk.  

Dave
Fight back against fraud

Dear Dave,
We recently learned that 

my wife’s ex-husband used 
her social security number to 
establish several credit card 
accounts. We’ve written and 
called the credit card compa-

nies, and we’re disputing the 
charges, but is there anything 
else we can do to protect our-
selves and put an end to this?

Ken
Dear Ken,

You bet there is! File a po-
lice report immediately, and 
if possible, have this guy 
arrested. He has committed 
criminal fraud, and it’s not 
something you should take 
lightly. Also, put a fraud vic-
tim alert on your credit bu-
reau reports today.

Don’t stop with just alert-
ing the credit card compa-
nies about this situation. 
You should be speaking 
with and communicating 
via email—plus snail mail, 
if necessary—directly with 
the fraud victim division at 
every credit card company 
involved. Make sure they 
understand this is a denial of 
responsibility and not simply 
a dispute.

Let them know you’re 
sorry this happened, but ex-
plain that all these charges 
in your names are the result 
of a criminal act perpetrated 
against you. You may have 

to stand your ground with 
the credit card companies, 
because some of them might 
try to get you to pay it, any-
way. Don’t do it!

—Dave
*Dave Ramsey is CEO of 

Ramsey Solutions. He has 
authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total 
Money Makeover. The Dave 
Ramsey Show is heard by 
more than 13 million listen-
ers each week on 585 radio 
stations and multiple digital 
platforms. Follow Dave on 
the web at daveramsey.com 
and on Twitter at @Dav-
eRamsey.

To add your birthdays and 
anniversaries to our list, 
please send your informa-
tion by mail to P.O. Box 
60, Lexington, MS 39095; 
fax 662-834-1074; email 
to hcherald@gmail.com; 
or stop by our office at 308 
Court Square in Lexington. 
No phone calls, please.

February 28 - Mac A. 
O’Neal, Tunga Newton, 
Jimbo Thomas, Wade 
O’Briant, Michael Fancher, 
Jill Nichols, Linda K. 
Gibson, Troy Golden, Ray 
McCleskey, Chris Howard, 
Jonwiley Jones, Coby 

February 28 - Andy and 
Shelly Ledbetter

March 3 - Josh and 
Heather Guest, Lake and 
Nicole Lindsey

March 4 - Warren and 
Melanie Davis

March 6 - Larry and Susan 
Bonner

Happy 
Birthday

Happy 
Anniversary

LeClair
February 29 - Deloris 

Adkins, Madison Sims, Judy 
Richards, Gene Brooks

March 1 - Whit Ables, 
Cliff Bishop, Audrey Tate, 
Samuel Brown, Keith Dean, 
Cayson Milum, Christyn 
Truitt, Christi Richmond, 
Kay Robertson, Molly 
Hanks, Rosie Pate, Dorothy 
Martin

March 2 - Beverly 
Marshall Edwards, Fred 
Horton, Christy Pritchard, 
Mike Hood, Ryder Cotten, 
Sasha McMorris, Jan Pullen, 
Barry M. Jones, Faye Roy, 
Johnny McBride

March 3 - Hayley 
Drennan, Silento McMorris, 
Kim Upshaw, Claire Suzanne 
Sheppeard, Anita James 

March 4 - Burwell Barton, 
John L. Barnes, III, Darlene 
Ware, Art Sweeney, Lindsey 
Huffman, Megan Holland, 
Louis Alexander, Marcus 
Crockrell, Mark Underwood

March 5 - Robin Pierce, 
Bear Rosamond, Melanie 
Garrett, Karon Sinclair 
Barnes, Wes Sterling, Allison 
Hart, Clayton Nolan, Lucy 

Alexander, Nathan Hill, 
Dana Hill, Michael Howard, 
Maci Harris, Anabelle 
Burwell

March 6 - Ann Burrell, 
Bonnie Haffey, Joseph 
Walbert, Tim Johnson, 
Janice Gullett


