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Have Job Printing Needs?  
Discover what everyone else already has:  

come see us.
* Forms, letterheads, envelopes

* Copy and Printer Paper
* Self Inking Stamps

* Business Cards
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308 Court Square, Lexington 662-834-1151

When Elder Willie A. 
Hodges gave his rousing 
“Stay away from dream kill-
ers” keynote speech Satur-
day, February 23, more than 
the intended students were 
listening, many adults took 
his advice as well.

Hodges addressed the 
Community Students Learn-
ing Center’s 9th Annual 
Scholarship Awards Ban-
quet in which the first, sec-
ond and third place CSLC 
2019 Essay Writing Contest 
winners were announced. 
The winners are: first place, 
Kayla Redmond; second 

CSLC 9th annual scholarship 
essay writing winners announced

place, Nickolas Horton; and 
third place, Shakenya Hester. 
Horton will be a graduating 
junior entering college this 
fall.

“We are proud of all of 
our essay participants,” said 
Beulah Greer, CSLC Execu-
tive Director. “And, Elder 
Hodges’ message to them 
and all of us was right on 
the mark because we all can 
benefit from staying away 
from dream killers.”

Janet Anderson Clarke 
said she thoroughly enjoyed 
the banquet and that when 
she heard Hodges’ advice, 

“I took everything in to be 
true and I encourage my 
grandsons to do the same. 
Not to worry about what oth-
ers do. You put God first and 
do what you know is right.” 
Clarke is the grandmother of 
last year’s first place winner, 
Kordel Carter.

CSLC Board President/
Founder Leslie Greer an-
nounced that all the students 
will receive a monetary 
awards for participating in 
the essay writing contest. 
“As I have been told, those 
books are very expensive in 
college,” Greer said.

Pictured above (from left): CSLC Board President/Founder Leslie Greer, second place 
winner Nickolas Horton,  first place winner Kayla Redmond, participants Raheem 
Mines and Rabria Moore, third place winner Shakenya Hester, honorable mention 
Steven Burns, Jr., and Executive Director/Founder Beulah Greer. Pictured in back, 
keynote speaker Elder Willie A. Hodges.     (Photo submitted)

March 7 - Bailey Britt, 
Hattie Melton, Swayze 
Gardner, James Holland, 
Richard Hammett, Jeff 
Burrell, Tonya Payton, Tyler 
Robertson

March 8 - Lavert Thomas, 
Ruger Davis, Robert 
Killebrew, Torrey Moore, 
Jaelyn McKenzie Ables

March 9 - W.A. Edwards, 
Logan McBride, Allen 
Winstead, Linda L. Rogers, 
Jason Burrell, Ava Grace 
Coleman

March 10 - Cornelius 
Miller, Carmen Edwards, 
Britton Hoover, Michael 
Zig Zeigler, Eva Bethany, 
Jacqueline Wilson, Brandy 
Proctor, Karly Hubbard, 

Allin Murphy 
March 11 - Erin Self, Chase 

Tate, Jeane Elizabeth Dillon, 
Arlene Roberts, Rebecca 
Williams, Tyler Castens, 
Terry Henson, Toni Marie 
Salinardo, Lillie Wright

March 12 - Michael C. 
Sims, Rebecca B. Hood, 
Lydia Killebrew, Carolyn 
Haralson, Laken B. Pierce, 
Kwjuan Saffold, Ashley 
Golden, Elise Diffey, Danny 
Leathers, Donna Thomas 
Smith, Sivacharen Chennam, 
Spencer Grace Walker, 

March 13 - Christyn 
Allen, Mike Ellison, Marisa 
Atkinson, Charlene Streeter, 
Preston Newton, Bennett 
Word, Lashundra Saffold

To add your birthdays and 
anniversaries to our list, 
please send your informa-
tion by mail to P.O. Box 
60, Lexington, MS 39095; 
fax 662-834-1074; email 
to hcherald@gmail.com; 
or stop by our office at 308 
Court Square in Lexington. 
No phone calls, please.

March 7 - Webb and Sissy 
O’Reilly

March 8 - Blake and Randi 
Langford

March 9 - Jeff and Joy 
Trehern

March 10 - Chase and 
Brittany Spell, O.D. and 
Kathleen McKennie

March 11 - Curtis and 
Kasey Mooneyhan

March 12 - Tim and 
Debbie Meeks, Keith and 
Kathy Jones, Allen and 
Cindy Winstead, Stephen 
and Emily Zeigler

Happy 
Anniversary

In continuing coverage of 
the embezzlement charg-
es against former Holmes 
County Health Inspector 
Willie Anderson, the Holmes 
County Herald reached out 
to Anderson’s counsel who 
released the following state-
ment:

After approximately four 
(4) years of fishing, the State 
Department of Audit be-
lieved that it had landed, per-
haps, its largest catch of the 

Defense counsel makes 
statement for man facing 
embezzlement charges

day when it began investigat-
ing Holmes County resident 
and former Health Inspec-
tor, Willie Anderson. What 
cost over $20,000.00 to in-
vestigate yielded a $850.00 
discrepancy over inspection 
fees that the State claims An-
derson pocketed and did not 
properly document. Here is 
the problem: Anderson, who 
retired as health inspector in 
2015 after being in said po-
sition for over 34 years, was 

audited numerous of times 
without any finding of finan-
cial errors as described in the 
indictment. 

If Anderson had been giv-
en an opportunity to explain 
the mathematical discrep-
ancy, he would have referred 
the auditors to the documen-
tation. The fact that he was 
not given that opportunity 
suggests that “things at first 
glance are not all what they 
appear to be.” Therefore, as 
defense counsel for Ander-
son, the public should be as-
sured that Willie Anderson, 
now Constable Anderson, 
has not violated the trust of 
the public whatsoever and 

intends to clarify at the ap-
propriate time that no money 
was ever taken nor was there 
any fraud committed. 

In effect, there was no vio-
lation of the law and Con-
stable Anderson intends to 
fully defend himself against 
this scurrilous claim and vin-
dicate his name.

Dear Editor,
On the 2019 election, my 

opinion is that it’s time for 
a change. We need to vote 
people that want to be 
the game changers in our 
county and our towns. Our 
county needs to be over-
hauled, our towns need a 
face lift from underground 
up. Like our sewage lines, 
water lines, we need the 
side ditches cleaned out, 
our streets resurfaced, not 
patched, abandoned proper-
ties/houses cleaned off and 

other buildings torn down. I 
was glad to see across from 
the former Piggly Wig-
gly, where the old railroad 
tracks used to be, the trees 
were cut down but now 
they need to be cleaned up. 
I hope the area around the 
former store continues to be 
cleaned up, also the big side 
ditch there.

There was a time in Du-
rant you could see in your 
neighbors yard, everyone 
would clean their yards off, 
the whole street was clean. 
For me I get out and sweep 
the street off. In my opinion, 
people that move in neigh-
borhoods today are nasty 
people, moving from the 
country and bringing their 
country living ways to town. 
Our city leaders don’t do 
anything about it. The chil-
dren litter our streets, driv-
ers trash our streets. In my 

LETTER TO THE 

EDITOR
opinion, kids don’t have the 
parents to make them pick 
up after themselves. Some 
parents don’t pick up after 
themselves either. In some 
homes there is no charity, 
parents don’t teach them 
anything about picking up 
after themselves, respect-
ing their neighborhoods or 
respect for their town. They 
spray paint buildings, bust 
glass out in the streets and 
break out windows. Maybe 
they can be taught in school 
how to care about their 
homes and neighborhoods.

For homeowners and 
property owners, security 
cameras would be a good 
investment to deter property 
damages from other people.

We all want out town 
back, our county back. 

There are signs saying 
“$500  fine for littering,” 
and around the signs is lit-
ter. People should be fined 
for littering and littering 
ordinances should be en-
forced.

Frances Patterson
Durant


