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By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker Breaks Down

the ‘Green New Deal’
Socialist-Inspired Proposal Would Bankrupt America

The “Green New Deal” is
perhaps the most expensive
and economically disastrous
legislation ever proposed.
The socialist-inspired plan
aims to remake America’s
economy and society through
a radical new approach to
energy, infrastructure, and
the role of government. New
research from the American
Action Forum estimates the
proposal would cost taxpay-
ers up to $93 trillion - more
than four times the annual
value of all economic activ-
ity in the United States.

Put another way, the Green
New Deal proposes to spend
more money than the entire
recorded spending of the
federal government since the
Constitution went into effect
in 1789.

Proponents of the deal say
that the legislation would be
paid for by increasing taxes
on the wealthiest Americans.
However, the math does not
work. At a cost of about
$650,000 per American
household, nearly 90 per-
cent of all American assets,
wealth, and property would
need to be exchanged to pay
this hefty price tag.

An Unrealistic and
Unachievable Proposal
The Green New Deal re-

quires such an enormous
cost because it would man-
date goals that are unrealis-
tic and unachievable - not to
mention bad policy. The plan
calls for a switch to 100 per-
cent renewable fuels within
a decade. Wind and solar
power currently account for
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only eight percent of Amer-
ica’s energy and only three
percent of energy generated
in Mississippi.

Eliminating the use of
America’s abundant and af-
fordable coal, oil, and gas
resources would not only
devastate these industries
and the communities they
support but also burden all
Americans with extremely
high energy bills. The plan
includes the elimination of
gas-powered vehicles, in-
cluding airplanes, and re-
quires a costly expansion
of emissions-free public
transportation systems. This
would require the replace-
ment of 99 percent of all ve-
hicles - a tremendous waste
of resources - and would iso-
late those in rural states like
Mississippi.

The Green New Deal also
contradicts the reality of
America’s current energy
revolution. Over the past
decade, new drilling tech-
niques and technology have
transformed our country into
a net-exporter of energy.
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Lower energy costs have
helped fuel our economic re-
surgence.

Socialism’s False Promises

The demands of the Green
New Deal go well beyond
energy. The plan also would
guarantee housing, health
care, high-wage jobs, food,
and paid vacations for all
Americans, including those
“unwilling to work.” From
the Soviet Union to Venezu-
ela, the failures of socialism
are proof that government
control cannot produce eco-
nomic prosperity.

It would be easy to dismiss
the Green New Deal as an ab-
surd proposal, yet many are
taking it seriously. The reso-
lution has the support of 90
members of the U.S. House
of Representatives and 12
members of the U.S. Senate.
Several candidates for Presi-
dent of the United States also
have voiced their approval.

The push for a Green New
Deal makes even less sense
given the success of Repub-
lican policies in jump start-
ing our economy with lower
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taxes and fewer unnecessary
regulations. Our economy
grew at a rate of nearly
three percent last year. More
Americans are working than
ever before and wages are

growing. As our quality of
life continues to improve and
new opportunities abound
for our people, the last thing
we need is a Green New
Deal.

By Dave Ramse

Play it smart
Dear Dave,

Recently, the garage where
I worked for a long time
went out of business. I have
a lot of my own tools, and |
was thinking about taking
out a loan of around $20,000
to buy a few extra tools I
need to open my own garage.
It’s always been a dream of
mine to have my own shop,
and this seems like the per-
fect opportunity. What do
you think?

Rick
Dear Rick,

I love it when a person has
the talent and drive to open
their own business, but right
now you’re unemployed and
looking at going into debt.
That’s a bad idea.

You’ll never hear me rec-
ommend going into debt
to start a business. Did you
know most new businesses
fail within the first five years
due to debt payments? I liter-
ally started my company on
a card table in my own living
room years ago, so I know
for a fact you can launch a
business without going into
debt.

You said you have your
own tools, plus you have lots
of experience. My advice is
to find a place that needs a
good mechanic. Then, use
the income from a new job
to save up for the additional
tools you need, and other
startup costs associated with
opening your own shop.

If you play this smart and
start slow, you could have
a thriving business on your
hands in a few years and no
debt to eat up the money you
make!

Dave
Get off the account today!
Dear Dave,

I opened a credit card ac-
count with a boyfriend sev-
eral months ago in both of
our names. We’re no longer
dating, and I was wondering
if I can get my name off the
account.

Melody
Dear Melody,

Yes, you can. Call the cred-
it card company right now,
and tell them to take your
name off the account imme-
diately. Find out if there’s a
balance on the card. If there
is, and it was charged up
while your name was on the
account, you’ll still be liable
for that amount.

They won’t release you
from responsibility for those
purchases, but you can get
off the hook for any future
charges.

Then, send them a certi-
fied letter—return receipt re-
quested—stating that you are
no longer liable for addition-
al charges on the card going
forward. It wouldn’t be a bad
idea to call them again in a
few days to make sure they
got the letter, too.

You’re learning a hard
lesson here, Melody. You
should never open any kind
of joint account with some-
one when you’re not mar-
ried. And stop using credit
cards!

—Dave

*Dave Ramsey is CEO of
Ramsey Solutions. He has
authored seven best-selling
books, including The Total
Money Makeover. The Dave
Ramsey Show is heard by
more than 13 million listen-
ers each week on 585 radio
stations and multiple digital
platforms. Follow Dave on
the web at daveramsey.com
and on Twitter at @Dav-
eRamsey.

DuraNT NEWS

by Rowena Hill

Sympathy is extended to
Mrs. Lorraine Burrell and
family on the death of her
husband on Monday.

Love and beast wishes to
Mrs. Betty Tullos. She is
now a resident of the Vaiden
Nursing Center. Hope she
will be happy there.

Continue to pray for Joe
and Mary Evelyn Crowder
as they are not well. Prayers
are that they will be feeling
better very soon. We really
miss them in the community
and at First Baptist Church.

It was good to have Rev.
Lyn Nations back to preach
and visit at First Baptist on
Sunday morning.

Let’s keep Milton Hoover
and his wife Jean uplifted in
prayer as he has been in the
hospital but is now at home.
May God bless and give him,

along with his family who
cares for him, peace.

The two choirs of First
Baptist Church Durant and
Main Street Baptist Church
in Goodman will be pre-
senting an Easter Cantata
together. Be in prayer for all
the preparation that goes into
their performances. More
details to come.

Best wishes to Mrs. Lucy
Howell as she transitions
to living in a convalescent
home for some time. She
will certainly be missed by
friends and neighbors. Our
prayers are with her.

My sister Shirley and hus-
band Jack Ables were wel-
comed when they came for a
rare visit Monday afternoon.
They spent Friday night in
Jackson with our sister Bes-
sie and husband Ernie.



