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Political advertising 
available in the Herald 

for 2019 elections
All political advertising/announcements are on a 

first come, first serve basis. 
All advertising must be paid in full before being 

published in the Holmes County Herald. 

• $200 - Page One political announcement (one 
run only):
  • 400 words with picture 
  • 500 words no picture
• $300 - Page One top banner - must run minimum 

four times
• $5/week for name only listing in political strip
• All other advertising at local rates. Call 662-834-

1151 for more information.

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT ALL CONTENT 
FOR ADS IS FRIDAY BY 5 P.M. FOR 
THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S PAPER.

After battling infections, Grenada boy ‘back in the game’

Corbin Connerley’s final surgery to replace a frozen sec-
tion of his skull plate took place January 25 at Batson 
Children’s Hospital.         (Photo by UMMC)

By Ruth Cummins
UMMC

When fourth-grader 
Corbin Connerley began 
running a high fever last 
fall, his mother thought it 
was one more sinus infection 
in need of treatment and a 
watchful eye.

Corbin received antibi-
otics for that infection on 
September 26, but when his 
fever spiked, they headed 
the next afternoon back to 
the Emergency Department 
at the University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center Gre-
nada. “He had a delusional 
episode on the way,” Gena 
Connerley remembered. “He 
opened the door on the high-
way and said he was going to 
get out of the vehicle.”

His caregivers there found 
the infection had spread to 
the space around his brain 
and rushed him by ambu-
lance to Batson Children’s 
Hospital at UMMC in Jack-
son. Batson houses Missis-
sippi’s only pediatric inten-
sive care unit and emergency 
department solely for kids.

Thus began a frighten-
ing series of medical events 
that took Corbin from being 
partially paralyzed on one 
side to undergoing two brain 
surgeries and removal of his 
gall bladder, and months 
later, back to being a typi-
cal 10-year-old who loves 
to play ball and goof around 
with his 13-year-old brother 
Caleb.

“We are a normal kid 

now,” Gena said of Corbin, 
who has been homeschooled 
since his September illness 
pending the return to his 
Kirk Academy classroom in 
Grenada.

“I never once thought 
we needed to get a second 
opinion” about Corbin’s 
diagnosis in Grenada and 
Jackson, she said. “I never 
once thought that this wasn’t 
where he was supposed to 
be.”

When Corbin and his mom 
arrived at Batson’s Pediatric 
Emergency Department on 
September 27, Gena said, her 
husband and Corbin’s dad, 
Jonathan Connerley, was 
deployed to Kuwait with the 
Mississippi National Guard. 
Batson staff “said to get with 
the Red Cross to contact my 
husband,” she said. “That 
panicked me.”

“Being 7,000 miles away 
from something where nor-

mally, you’d do whatever 
you could … I couldn’t do 
anything except wait for a 
call or a text,” Jonathan said. 
“But I knew that he was in 
good hands and that he had 
plenty of family support. I 
knew everything was going 
to be fine.”

Corbin developed partial 
paralysis on his left side. “By 
that evening, his hand had 
stopped moving as well,” 
Gena said.

“The infection spread in-
side of the skull and under 
the covering of the brain,” 
said Dr. Kristin Weaver, as-
sistant professor of neurosur-
gery. “The treatment is surgi-
cal drainage and antibiotics. 
This type of infection can be 
dangerous and very aggres-
sive.”

It took Jonathan three days 
to return to Mississippi. “We 
were still in the ICU,” Gena 
said. “The surgeon said it 
was more extensive than we 
thought.”

As part of a complex sur-
gery, part of Corbin’s skull 
was removed and frozen, not 
to be returned to his head 
until the infection and swell-
ing cleared. Caleb showed 
his love by shaving his own 
head so Corbin wouldn’t be 
alone in having his locks re-
moved.

Corbin had to wear a spe-
cial helmet as he began phys-
ical therapy at Batson for his 
paralysis. After a three-week 
stay, much of it in the ICU, 
Corbin returned home with 
a wheelchair and walker and 
continued therapy at UMMC 
Grenada. Jonathan returned 
to Kuwait.

“They worked him, and 
he worked very hard,” Gena 
said of Corbin. “He was 
Corbin again. They put him 
back together like it had nev-
er happened.”

But weeks of antibiot-
ics had taken a toll. Corbin 
developed gallstones, then 
pancreatitis. He returned to 
Batson, where surgeons re-
moved his gall bladder.

“We got home the day 
before Christmas Eve,” his 
mom said. “They were try-
ing so hard to get us out for 
Christmas. It was the sweet-
est thing. Santa and the elves 
came through the hospital 
before we left, and Gov. 
(Phil) Bryant and his wife.”

Gena also got a sweet sur-
prise. Her women’s minis-
try at First Baptist Church 
in Grenada had sewn 200 
cheery pillowcases for Batson 
patients. “The presents that 
Santa brought to the children’s 
rooms were inside the pillow 
cases,” Gena said. “I got to see 
what our ministry does. It was 
icing on the cake.”

The gallbladder surgery 
pushed the procedure to re-
attach the portion of Corbin’s 
skull to late January. “Jona-
than couldn’t come back for 
that,” Gena said.

Weaver “has been our 
amazing angel all through 
this,” Gena said. “We were 
wondering and worried 

that he would have to have 
a drain put in, but she said 
his head was good, and they 
had minimal bleeding. She 
put the skull back on with 
screws and plates.”

“Once the brain swelling 
went down and the infection 
was cleared, we put his bone 
back in,” Weaver said. “He 
did great. He was always a 
brave and strong kid.”

They were almost finished 
with the setbacks. Almost.

The antibiotics Corbin 
received during the third 
surgery triggered an antibi-
otic-associated clostridium 
difficile, or C. diff, infec-
tion. “But when we left the 
hospital, it was like it was all 
over,” Gena said. “We had 
our skull, we had no helmet, 
and we had no paralysis.”

They needed a break. It 
came under a cloak of se-
crecy. Unknown to Gena and 
the boys, Jonathan had con-
spired with Mississippi State 
University to surprise them 
when he was supposed to be 
in Texas, debriefing after re-
turning from deployment in 
Kuwait.

Corbin was invited as a 
special treat to a MSU base-
ball game on February 22 in 
Starkville, where he’d get 
the honor of throwing the 
first pitch. The plan was for 
Jonathan to pretend he was 
the catcher.

“I was a nervous wreck. I 
was pacing back and forth in 
the players’ lounge. I hadn’t 
seen Corbin since I left him 
in the hospital,” Jonathan 
said of the minutes before he 
ran onto the field in catcher’s 
mask and uniform.

As Gena and the boys stood 
on the pitcher’s mound, vid-
eo of Jonathan appeared on 
the field’s scoreboard. “It 
was a shock. I thought they’d 
done that for the boys,” Gena 

said.
Corbin “threw the pitch, 

and the catcher came to give 
him the ball, and he looked 
up and hollered, ‘Dad!’ 
“Gena said. When Jonathan 
took off his mask, Gena and 
Caleb joined Corbin in an 
emotional bear hug.

“After all the struggles that 
Corbin and Caleb have been 
through, we can have this 
good and happy and exciting 
memory,” Gena said.

Corbin is glad to get back 
to football, baseball, church 
basketball, tennis and table 
tennis. He loves to draw and 
paint and has a Golden Lab-
rador named Wyngs. “She 
sleeps with Corbin most 
nights,” Gena said.

“I remember being scared 
after the surgery instead of 
before,” Corbin said. “That 
was the first time I ever had 
stitches. It annoyed me. I 
couldn’t scratch my head.”

Throughout his treatment, 
“they took their time and 
explained everything to me. 
I’m not a medical person,” 
Gena said. “They explained 
everything to Jonathan. We 
could always get in touch 
with the nurses.”

“We use a multidisciplinary 
approach,” Weaver said. “In 
addition to our neurosurgery 
team, we have neurologists, 
the ICU team, infectious dis-
eases team, pediatric team, 
a fantastic nursing staff, and 
many others who were in-
volved in his care. Our goal 
is to give excellent care.”

Despite the twists and turns 
of Corbin’s illness, “he’s 
managed to make close to 
100 percent recovery, if not 
100 percent,” Weaver said.

“Corbin never cried or 
complained about anything,” 
Gena said. “He never once 
thought he would not make a 
complete recovery.”

March 14 - Catherine Hod-
ges, Carolyn Rinicker, Keith 
Ellis, Daner B. Simmons, III, 
Mitch Watkins

March 15 - Blythe Barton, 
Anna Hayes Narmour

March 16 - Rebecca Chand-
ler, Dean Bigbee, Allen D. 
Streeter, John Thomas Mur-
tagh, Len Ware, Curtis Ellis, 
Charlie Hudson

March 17 - Cherry Ann 
White, Adriana Black, Fitz-
gerald Sims, Walt Diggs, 
Rachel Thornton, Caroline 
Cronin, Linda Coleman, 
AnneLea Dowdy, Tyler Walker 

March 18 - James Gibson, 
Matthew Mayo, Adam Sanford, 
Edward Jordan, Henry Partain, 
Emily Hart, Max Brock, Tanya 
Storey, Cassidy Card, Benjamin 
Davis, Chris Shuler

March 19 - Ronnie Dickard, 
Jon Wyatt Langford, Devin 

Donald, Sidney Bishop, Jean 
Hudson, Bryce Hester 

March 20 - Kyle Rucker, 
Ja’Myliah M. Johnson, Amy 
Ables Ward

March 14 - Cody and 
Kelsey Thomas, Hunter and 
Anna Kay Davis, Cameron 
and Claire Dunnington

March 15 - Chris and 
Shelby Walker

March 16 - Guy and April 
Marrone

March 18 - Monica and 
Steve Mayo, Milton and 
Barbara Parrish

March 19 - Mike and Tara 
Cronin, Jeffrey and Shannon 
Fratesi

Happy 
Anniversary


