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SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Inside Holmes County .................................... $35.00
In Mississippi ................................................. $40.00
Outside Mississippi .......................................$50.00

Senior Citizens (60 or older)
Take $1.00 off the above rates.

To subscribe, 
mail with your check 

to:

Holmes County Herald
P.O. Box 60

Lexington, MS 39095

Please enter a subscription to the 
Holmes County Herald for the following:

Name ___________________________________

Address _________________________________

City ____________________________________

State & Zip ______________________________

Amount enclosed $ _________  
(No cash please)

The residue from pesticides 
that leak from un-rinsed, dis-
carded containers has the 
potential to cause significant 
damage to our environment. 
Therefore, containers should 
be rinsed immediately after 
use. If left in the container 
to dry, the residue becomes 
more difficult to remove. 
So, make it a little easier on 
yourself and go ahead and 
rinse it out right after you 
use it.

Since these containers 
have contained a commer-
cial, hazardous material, it 
is illegal to dispose of them 
in landfills, recycling bins 
or incinerators. The only ac-
ceptable place to take them 
for disposal is to a hazardous 
waste facility. While this can 
be costly and time consum-
ing, there is another option.

The most commonly used 
method is triple rinsing. 

Conservation Corner
by James Cummins
Executive Director 

of Wildlife Mississippi

When emptying a liquid 
pesticide from its container, 
wait until the flow reduces to 
drops. Continue draining for 
a minimum of 30 minutes 
after the drops start. Add 
the correct amount of water 
according to the size of the 
container: containers up to 
5 gallons require an amount 
equal to at least one quarter 
of its volume; 30- to 55-gal-
lon containers require a min-
imum of 5 gallons of water. 
Once water is added, secure 
the lid on the container and 
vigorously shake smaller 
container. Larger containers 
should be rolled or tumbled 
in such a manner as to rinse 
all interior surfaces. Remove 
the lid and drain into spray 
tank. Continue draining for 
30 seconds after drops start. 
Repeat this rinse process two 
more times. Replace lid and 
dispose of container.

Pressure rinsing takes less 
time but requires the pur-
chase of a special nozzle. 
This rinsing method can be 
done as the pesticide is emp-
tied into the spray tank. The 
special nozzle attaches to a 
garden hose and is used to 
puncture plastic and metal 
containers. Insert pressure 
nozzle by puncturing lower 
side of container. The nozzle 
produces a forceful spray in-
side the empty container and 
should be rotated to ensure 
that all interior surfaces are 
properly rinsed. Rinse for 
length of time recommended 
by the manufacturer – usual-
ly 30 seconds. Container lid 
should be rinsed separately 
and placed back onto the 
container for disposal.

If properly prepared be-
fore disposal, the containers 
are then considered to be 
non-hazardous by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. Proper preparation 
includes either triple rinsing 
or pressure rinsing. Labora-
tory studies concluded that 
these methods resulted in 
less than 1 part per million 

of residual in the water from 
the container after cleaning. 
This is a safe level in which 
to dispose of the containers 
using traditional disposal 
methods.

Proper rinsing is easy, 
saves money and reduces 
the risk of environmental 
contamination. As always, 
check with your local recy-
cling center for regulations 
governing your area.

James L. Cummins is ex-
ecutive director of Wildlife 
Mississippi, a non-profit, 
conservation organization 
founded to conserve, restore 
and enhance fish, wildlife 
and plant resources through-
out Mississippi. Their web 
site is www.wildlifemiss.org.

Sexual assault 
victims/survivors 
can seek help 
through online 
resources

Our House Inc., a resource 
and advocacy organization 
for domestic violence and 
sexual assault victims based 
in Greenville, is offering 
a monthly online chat for 
sexual assault victims/survi-
vors in the Mississippi Delta 
Area.

The support group, Safe 
Online Space (SOS) for 
healing conversations meet 
once a month from 5 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. at www.ourhouse-
voices.com.

The group is an anonymous 
and secure online support 
group for survivors to con-
nect with each other and get 
help with, support, resource, 
guidance and referrels.

Finances before, and 
after, the wedding

Dear Dave,
I’m getting married this 

summer, and I’m on Baby 
Step 4 of your plan. My fi-

ancé is getting onboard with 
your advice, too, and she’s 
currently in the process of 
paying down her student 
loan debt. Would it be a good 
idea to go ahead, and put 
most of my emergency fund 
savings toward helping pay 
off her debt now?

Aaron
Dear Aaron,

You’ve got a generous 
heart, and I know you love 
this lady, but I wouldn’t rec-
ommend being involved in 
paying any of her debt until 
after the wedding. At that 
point, you two are joined 
together as one, and the con-
cepts of “mine” and “hers” 
and “his” disappear. It all 
becomes “ours,” and you can 
adjust your money situation 
to reflect your marriage and 
your financial makeover as a 
couple.

Make sure that “we” have 
an emergency fund of at least 
$1,000 in the bank at that 

point. Then, if you’re both in 
agreement on the issue, you 
can throw the rest of what 
you previously had in your

(Continued on page 6.)


