
PAGE 8    Holmes County HERALD - Thursday, april 11, 2019

Two Jaguar basketball
standouts sign letters of intent

Two Jaguar senior basketball players signed their letters of intent to play for com-
munity colleges in the state on Thursday, April 4 at the Holmes Count Central High 
School library. Jaylen Washington, pictured above, plans to play basketball for Co-
ahoma Community College, majoring in nursing; while Jartavia Greer, pictured be-
low, plans to play basketball for Holmes Community College, not having yet decided 
on a major. Pictured above (front row from left), Nathaniel Christian, grandfather, 
Washington, Gefredia Nash, mom, and Nattalie Nash; Back row (from left), Christian 
Davis and Dorian Nash.             (Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

Two Jaguar senior basketball players signed their letters of intent to play for com-
munity colleges in the state on Thursday, April 4 at the Holmes Count Central High 
School library. Jartavia Greer, pictured above (seated center), plans to play basketball 
for Holmes Community College, not having yet decided on a major. Pictured above 
(front row from left), Rh’Tasia Greer, Jartavia Greer, Retha Greer, mom; Back row 
(from left), Tacarra Thomas, Harry Greer, Tyrikis Greer, Chadarin Pilgrim and Vania 
Pate.               (Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

I certainly love to fish, and 
so does my wife. She espe-
cially likes to catch. When I 
go to the lake near our home, 
she usually tells me to come 
back to get her if they are bit-
ing. One instrument that has 
helped me determine how 
well they are biting is a ba-
rometer.  

A barometer measures the 
weight of the air above us. 
Air pressure, as indicated 
by the barometer, has a defi-
nite effect on the behavior of 
most game fish. By observ-
ing the action of a barometer, 
it is possible to predict the 
probability for good fishing 
or for poor fishing at any par-
ticular time.

The information below 
summarizes the generally 
accepted relation of baro-
metric conditions and fishing 
prospects. This information 
is correct only if the barom-
eter is adjusted to the alti-
tude of the locality where the 
barometer is being used. In 
Mississippi, no adjustment is 
necessary.

If your barometer is show-
ing high pressure (29.8 and 
above) and rising, very good 
fishing can be expected. If 
reading is below 29.8 and 
rising, fishing will be poor 
but improving. If the reading 
is below 29.8, fishing will be 
poor, but may improve if the 
barometer remains steady for 
several days.

Remember, the most im-
portant feature in the use 
of a barometer to predict 
catching fish is barometer 
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trend, that is, whether the 
barometer reading is rising 
or falling. Ordinarily the best 
fishing will occur when the 
pressure is 29.8 to 30.2 and 
is rising or steady.

What about falling pres-
sure? If the barometer read-
ing is 29.8 or above and 
falling, fishing will become 
poor. If it is low, below 29.8, 
and falling, very poor fishing 
is likely.           

It is necessary to become 
familiar with the method of 
reading a barometer in order 
to determine if the atmo-
spheric pressure is “rising” 
or “falling” or in other words 
what the “trend” is. To deter-
mine the direction of change 
in barometric pressure, first 
take note of the pressure. 
To determine the barometer 
“trend,” wait several hours 
and then note the pressure 
again. After determining 
the trend by taking the two 
readings, note the pressure 
for future trends. Very small 
changes in pressure are not 
too important, but a series 
of small changes in the same 
direction on consecutive 
readings taken at short inter-
vals will be significant.

Try this technique. I think 
you will find it helpful.

James L. Cummins is ex-
ecutive director of Wildlife 
Mississippi, a non-profit, 
conservation organization 
founded to conserve, restore 
and enhance fish, wildlife 
and plant resources through-
out Mississippi. Their web 
site is www.wildlifemiss.org.

April 11 - Anna Kay 
Fletcher Davis, Stephen 
Wigginton, Carla McGill, 
Brittany Eddy

April 12 - Byron Porter, Jr., 
Lila Shows, James Hogsett

April 13 - James Self, 
Brandon Purvis, Lily Fran 
McCrory, Jessica Coats, 
Dwight Holt, Nicholas 
Frank, Paulette Taylor

April 14 - Tyrese Horton, 
Cailey McBride, Elizabeth 
Barrett, Judy Broyles, 
Rachel Smithson Hutton

April 15 - Pepper 
Boutwell, Clark Atkinson, 
Jonnie Edwards, Randy 
Montgomery, Dock Holt, 
Blythe Barton

April 16 - Marissa 
Hamberlin, Leslie Burden, 
Leroy Horton, Jr., Blair 
Williamson, Sherry Rounds, 
Connor Chisolm, Alison H. 
Sheppeard

April 17 - Breann Bell, 
George Broadnax, Sr., Sarah 
Cohen, John Ashley, Dodd 
Turner, Toby Smith, Walker 
Winstead

April 12 - Ronnie and 
Kathy Chisholm, Toby and 
Shanna Smith

April 13 - Cole and 
Amanda Johnson

April 15 - Pete and Crystal 
Belk, Bill and Eva Barrett

April 16 - Drennan and 
Susan Word

April 17 - Steve and Renee 
Newton, Ricky and Kathy 
Winstead

To add your birthdays and 
anniversaries to our list, 
please send your informa-
tion by mail to P.O. Box 
60, Lexington, MS 39095; 
fax 662-834-1074; email 
to hcherald@gmail.com; 
or stop by our office at 308 
Court Square in Lexington. 
No phone calls, please.

Happy 
Birthday

Happy 
Anniversary

Mississippi has recovered 
more than $5.7 million from 
settlements in the Hom-
eowner Assistance Program 
(“HAP”) cases regarding 
misconduct by homeowner 
insurance companies af-
ter Hurricane Katrina, an-
nounced Attorney General 
Jim Hood.

The state returned 
$5,738,016.74 to the Mis-
sissippi Development Au-
thority’s Disaster Recovery 
Office. The litigation was 
filed in Hinds County Cir-
cuit Court between Novem-
ber 2015 and April 2018, 
seeking to recover damages 
for HAP proceeds that the 
state distributed to Katrina 
victims but that the insur-
ance companies should 
have paid instead under 
their homeowner insurance 
policies.

Mississippi established 
HAP after Katrina to provide 
financial assistance to Mis-
sissippi homeowners whose 
insurance did not fully cover 
the damage caused by the 
storm. General Hood alleged 
in these lawsuits that these 
insurance companies mis-

Over $5.73 million recovered 
in Katrina insurance cases

characterized Katrina wind 
damage (which its policies 
covered) as flood damage 
(which its policies did not 
cover) and otherwise under-
stated compensable Katrina 
wind damage to improperly 
minimize their own financial 
burdens and foist that burden 
instead onto HAP. In doing 
so, these insurance compa-
nies caused Mississippi to 
pay millions of dollars to 
thousands of insured Mis-
sissippi homeowners that the 
state otherwise could have 
allotted to other recovery ef-
forts.

“These insurance compa-
nies showed ultimate greed 
in a time of our state’s great-
est need, but they didn’t stop 
with Mississippi,” General 
Hood said. “The same guy 
who altered engineering re-
ports to indicate that storm 
surge was the cause of dam-
age in Hurricane Katrina, 
victimized more people in 
the wake of Hurricane San-
dy. Greed truly is the root of 
all evil, and I’m proud that 
we’re making these com-
panies pay Mississippi the 
money owed. It should serve 

as a warning to other com-
panies thinking about taking 
advantage of Mississippians 
at any point, but especially 
after a natural disaster.”

The net recoveries to date 
include the following four 
cases:

• Mississippi ex rel. Hood 
v. Metropolitan Property & 
Casualty Co. (“MetLife”): 
$3,167,172.84

• Mississippi ex rel. Hood 
v. Meritplan Insurance Co.: 
$1,308,091.09

• Mississippi ex rel. Hood 
v. Balboa Insurance Co.: 
$495,358.55

• Mississippi ex rel. Hood 
v. American Security Insur-
ance Company: $767,394.26

The State has eight addi-
tional suits pending against 
State Farm Fire and Casualty 
Company, USAA Casualty 
Insurance Company, United 
Services Automobile As-
sociation, Prime Insurance 
Company, Allstate Insurance 
Company, Allstate Prop-

erty and Casualty Insurance 
Company, Allstate Indem-
nity Company, National Se-
curity Fire & Casualty Com-
pany, Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company, Nation-
wide Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company, Nationwide Prop-
erty and Casualty Insurance 

Company, Safeco Insurance 
Company of America, and 
Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Company. Those suits col-
lectively involve more than 
ten thousand instances of 
misconduct with damages in 
the hundreds of millions of 
dollars.


