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In this image taken from France Televisions video, firefighters stand at an entrance 
and look at the fire damage inside the Notre Dame cathedral in Paris, Monday April 
15, 2019.                   (France Televisions via AP)

Fire out, treasures intact but 
work ahead for Notre Dame

Associated Press
Firefighters declared suc-

cess Tuesday in a more than 
12-hour battle to extinguish 
an inferno engulfing Paris’ 
iconic Notre Dame cathedral 
that claimed its spire and 
roof, but spared its bell tow-
ers and the purported Crown 
of Christ.

What remained was a 
blackened shell of the monu-
ment immortalized in Vic-
tor Hugo’s 1831 novel “The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame,” 
a building that had survived 
almost 900 years of tumultu-
ous French history but was 
devastated amid renovation 
works at the start of Catholic 
Easter week.

Its iconic twin bell tow-
ers remained visibly intact. 
Paris officials said the world 
famous 18th century organ 
that boasts 8,000 pipes also 
appeared to have survived, 
along with other treasures 
inside the cathedral, after a 
plan to safeguard heritage 
was quickly put into action.

Paris Deputy Mayor Em-
manuel Gregoire described 
authorities’ “enormous re-
lief” at the salvaging of 
pieces such as the purported 
Crown of Christ, which were 
transported to a “secret loca-
tion” after the fire. Statues 
removed just days ago for 

restoration work were also 
spared.

At dawn, the twin 69-meter 
towers swarmed with build-
ing specialists and architects.

“The entire fire is out,” 
declared Paris firefighters’ 
spokesman Gabriel Plus, 
adding that workers were 
“surveying the movement of 
structures and extinguishing 
smoldering residues.”

“The task is — now the 
risk of fire has been put aside 
— about the building, how 
the structure will resist,” 
said Junior Interior Minister 
Laurent Nunez in front of the 
cathedral.

One of the city’s five senior 
vicars, Philippe Marsset, told 
AP: “If God intervened (in 
the blaze) it was in the cour-
age of the firefighters.”

“Notre Dame was de-
stroyed but the soul of 
France was not,” Michel 
Aupetit, archbishop of Paris, 
said on RMC radio.

Officials consider the fire 
an accident, possibly as a re-
sult of the restoration work 
at the global architectural 
treasure.

Paris prosecutor Remy 
Heitz said the investigation 
would be “long and com-
plex.” Fifty investigators 
were working on the probe, 
he said, and would be inter-

viewing workers from five 
companies hired to work 
on renovations to the cathe-
dral’s roof, where the flames 
first broke out.

Heitz said an initial fire 
alert was sounded at 6:20 
p.m. Monday but no fire was 
found. The second alert was 
sounded at 6:43 p.m. and a 
blaze was discovered in the 
roofing at that point.

News that the fire was 
probably accidental has done 
nothing to ease the national 
mourning.

“Notre Dame has survived 
the revolutionary history of 
France, and this happened 
during building works,” said 
influential former Culture 
Minister Jack Lang.

French President Em-
manuel Macron pledged to 
rebuild the cathedral that he 
called “a part of us” and ap-
pealed for help to do so.

As France woke up in col-
lective sadness, its richest 
businessman, Bernard Ar-
nault, and his luxury goods 
group LVMH pledged 200 
million euros ($226 million) 
for the reconstruction.

A communique said the 
Arnault family was “in 
solidarity with this national 
tragedy, and join in the re-
construction of this extraor-
dinary cathedral, a symbol 

of France, of its heritage and 
togetherness.”

Businessman Francois-
Henri Pinault, who is mar-
ried to Salma Hayek, and 
his billionaire father Fran-
cois Pinault also said they 
were immediately giving 
100 million euros from their 
company, Artemis, to help fi-
nance repairs. Artemis is the 
holding company owning 
auction house Christie’s and 
the main shareholder of lux-
ury fashion houses including 
Gucci.

A statement from Francois-
Henri Pinault said “this trag-
edy impacts all French peo-
ple” and “everyone wants 
to restore life as quickly as 
possible to this jewel of our 
heritage.”

The 12th-century church is 
home to a 18th-century or-
gan, relics, stained glass and 
other works of art of incalcu-
lable value, and is a leading 
tourist attraction.

“The organ is a very frag-
ile instrument, especially 
its pipes. It has not burnt, 
but no one can tell whether 
it has been damaged by wa-
ter. Nobody knows if it is a 
functioning state or will need 
to be restored,” Bertrand de 
Feydeau, vice president of 
preservation group Fonda-
tion du Patrimoine, told AP.

Repairing the cathedral — 
including the 800-year-old 
wooden beams that made 
up its roof — presents chal-
lenges.

The cathedral’s roof cannot 
be rebuilt exactly as it was 
before the fire because “we 
don’t, at the moment, have 
trees on our territory of the 
size that were cut in the 13th 
century,” he said, adding the 
roof restoration work would 
have to use new technolo-
gies.

Religious statues removed 
last week from the cathedral 
roof as part of a restoration 
of the monumental Paris 
church’s towering spire were 
spared.

The 3-meter-tall copper 
figures, which looked over 
the city from Notre Dame’s 
96-meter-high peak, were 
sent to southwestern France 

for work that is part of a 6 
million-euro ($6.8 million) 
renovation project on the ca-
thedral spire and its 250 tons 
of lead.

On Thursday, the public 
got a first ground-level look 
at the statues, represent-
ing the 12 apostles and four 
evangelists, when a huge 
crane lowered them onto a 
truck.

An outpouring of grief and 
offers of help have poured in 
from around the world.

Pope Francis prayed for 
French Catholics and the Pa-
risian population “under the 
shock of the terrible fire.” 
Vatican spokesman Alessan-
dro Gisotti said on Twitter 
the pope “is close to France” 
and offering prayers “for all 
those who are trying to cope 
with this dramatic situation.”

The Vatican’s culture min-
ister, Cardinal Gianfranco 
Ravasi, described the cathe-
dral as a “living creature” 
that has been reborn before 
and will continue to be the 
“beating heart” of France.

Ravasi, whose office over-
sees the patrimony of the 
Catholic Church worldwide, 
said he was moved by scenes 
of faithful and tourists weep-
ing as Notre Dame went up 
in flames, and suggested art 
experts at the Vatican Muse-
ums could play a role in the 
rebuilding.

Germany and Poland were 
among countries offering as-
sistance. “We are united in 
sorrow. Notre Dame is part 
of the cultural heritage of 
mankind and a symbol for 
Europe,” German Foreign 
Minister Heiko Mass wrote 
on Twitter.

In Poland, where Warsaw 
and many other places were 
rebuilt from rubble after 
World War II, President An-
drzej Duda offered experts in 
the reconstruction of historic 
buildings.

Egypt’s top Muslim cleric 
expressed sadness, describ-
ing Notre Dame as a “histor-
ic architectural masterpiece.” 
Sheikh Ahmed al-Tayeb, the 
grand imam of Al-Azhar, the 
Sunni Muslim world’s seat 
of learning, wrote on Face-
book: “Our hearts are with 
our brothers in France.”

Egypt’s Coptic Church ex-
pressed “profound sadness,” 
with the head of Egypt’s 
Copts, Pope Tawadroz II, 
describing the fire as a “huge 
loss for entire humanity.”

On Monday, April 8, the 
Certified Local Government 
met and then immediately 
following, adjourned to the 
West Civic Club Building 
where out-of-town guests, 
representing different enti-
ties, met and discussed sev-
eral ideas about helping the 
town of West raise funds 

West Report
by 

West Civic Club
for the restorations of the 
historical buildings in our 
area. Many great ideas were 
passed along with pam-
phlets, pictures and even a 
video of things that can be 
accomplished. Those in at-
tendance were Pam Lee, 
mayor of Carrollton, Kane 
Ditto, chairman of trustees at 

April 18 - Sara Hudson, 
April Wooten, Derrick 
Williams, Bethy Edwards 
Jones, Charlie O’Briant

April 19 - Towanda 
Jordan, Kevin Thomas, 
Morgan Bigbee, Macie 
Bigbee, Jeffrey Cohen

April 20 - Eva Dickerson, 
Richard Jones, Sheryll 
Murtagh, Michael Sanford, 
Shanna Smith, Cate Barnes 
Cain, Bobby Anderson

April 21 - William 
Cade, Kristin Hocutt, Luke 
Johnson, Teagan Allen, 
Dewayne Caldwell, Crystal 
Greco, Jeremy Jackson

April 22 - Ernest Wilson, 
Jr., Don McBride, Janie 
Wynne, Lacey Lewis, Marty 
Keith, Rone Thomas Tate, 
Brian Robinson

April 23 - Ty Johnson, 
Thomas Taylor, Eleanor 
Ellison, Pierce Thomas, Seth 
Burton

April 24 - Lawson Nichols, 
Siobhan RaQuel Cox, Neketa 
G. Carthan, Virgil King, III, 
J. D. Chisolm, Ryder Goss, 
Cal Mangum

April 19 - Matt and Lacy 
Hathcock, Mr. and Mrs. 
Allin Murphy

April 20 - Jack and Shirley 
Ables

April 21 - Jack and Jan 
McCrory

April 22 - Dale and Jan 
McBride, Edward and 
Genette Pierce

April 23 - James and 
LaWanda Powell, Steve and 
Stacie Sizemore

April 24 - Leo and Carol 
Merchant, James and Fay 
Engle

To add your birthdays and an-
niversaries to our list, please send 
your information by mail to P.O. 
Box 60, Lexington, MS 39095; fax 
662-834-1074; email to hcherald@
gmail.com; or stop by our office at 
308 Court Square in Lexington. No 
phone calls, please.

Happy 
Birthday

Happy 
Anniversary

MS Archives & History, Jim 
Woodrick, from archives 
and history, Judith John-
son, preservations consul-
tant for our committee from 
Memphis (her driver Kelly), 
Hilda Povall, resource stew-
ardship committee, Michael 
Fancher, mayor, of West, 
Miranda Robinson, city 
clerk and CLG member, 
Sammy Aldridge, alderman, 
Charlie Joiner, president of 
CLG, Miranda Robinson, 
city clerk and CLG, Mary 
Ann Stevens, Ruth Aldridge, 
Lynn Hathcock, CLG 
memebers, Sara McLel-
lan, former mayor and civic 

club member, along with 
Carol Black, president of 
civic club. Refreshments 
were provided by Lynn Ha-
thcock, Mary Ann Stevens, 
Sara McLellan and Sammy 
Aldridge. After the meeting 
and refreshments, the group 
toured the Casey Jones 
Building and several of the 
other buildings and homes 
in West.

This a reminder that 
ANYONE who has attended 
school in West is invited to 
the WEST SCHOOL RE-
UNION, MAY 4. You will 
need to make your reserva-
tions by  April 26. You may 

pay at the door but, you 
must call Mrs. Ruth Al-
dridge, 662-967-0021. We 
ask that you do this for us 
as it will give a head count 
in order that we may have 
enough food prepared. Mr. 
Jerry Tate will be doing a 
memoralization for some 
of those who  passed away 
since the last reunion, they 
include, Horace Bouchil-
lion, Ronnie Wall, Dubard 
Massey, Lynda Thorn-
ton Farmer, James “Papa” 
Weeks and Mary Ellis Wil-
kes Johnson. Plan to attend 
and catch up with fellow 
school chums. 


