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How many cherries in frozen
pie2 FDA may soon drop rules

Associated Press

President Donald Trump
may soon be able to claim a
sweet victory for his deregu-
lation push, with officials
preparing to get rid of the
decades-old rules for frozen
cherry pies.

Emails show the Food
and Drug Administration
planned to start the process
for revoking the standard for
frozen cherry pies this week,
followed by a similar revo-
cation of the standard for
French dressing. Plans to get
rid of the obscure rules had
been tucked into the Trump

administration’s
tion agenda .

Standards for an array
of foods including cottage
cheese and canned peas were
put in place decades ago
partly to ensure a level of
quality. They spell out how
products with specific names
can be made, including in-
gredients that are required or
not allowed.

The rules for frozen cherry
pies say they must be 25%
cherries by weight with no
more than 15% of the cher-
ries being blemished.

It’s not always clear why

deregula-
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some food terms have stan-
dards and others don’t. The
rules are seen as arcane by
many and are a sore spot in
the food industry, with com-
panies saying they prevent
innovation or prompt law-
suits. The FDA under Trump
has said it plans to update the
standards.

Lee Sanders of the Ameri-
can Bakers Association said
she’s hopeful the cherry pie
standard will finally be re-
voked, but that it would not
make a big difference for the
industry.

“I feel confident our mem-
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bers are producing cherry
pies with more than enough
cherries,” she said.

The FDA also plans to take
another look at milk, which
federal regulations define
as coming from a cow. The
dairy industry has called for
a crackdown on soy, rice and
almond drinks makers that
use the term.

While any changes to the
milk rule are likely to be
contested, getting rid of the
standard for frozen cherry
pie is unlikely to be contro-
versial.

The frozen cherry pie stan-
dard is an outlier because
other fruit pies don’t have

similar rules. The same is
true for French dressing:
The Association for Dress-
ings and Sauces, which once
went after a vegan spread
for violating the mayonnaise
standard, notes other dress-
ings are not subject to such
standards.

Former FDA Commis-
sioner Scott Gottlieb, who
stepped down this month,
said in an October tweet that
it was among the FDA’s pri-
orities to “de-regulate frozen
cherry pie.” He apparently
wasn’t entirely joking.

In a June email , the FDA
noted plans to post a propos-
al to revoke the frozen cher-

ry pie standard on April 18.
It said the proposal to revoke
the French dressing standard
would be posted May 3.

In a statement this week,
the FDA said the dates were
for “long range internal plan-
ning purposes” and that the
timing could shift.

Updates to the standards
will be publicly noted, the
agency said.

The  Associated  Press
Health and Science Depart-
ment receives support from
the Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute'’s Department o,
Science Education. The AP
is solely responsible for all
content.
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Senior basketball standout, at Holmes County Central High School, Valencia Wat-
son, signed her letter of intent to play basketball for Coahoma Community College in
Clarksdale after graduation on Tuesday, April 23. Watson was flanked by her family
and teammates for the occasion. Picture above, seated from left, Valarie Watson, moth-
er, and Valencia Watson; Standing (from left), Tniniyah Jones, Slimaneshia Malone,
Demaya Cobbins, Carleigh Andrews, Stardeanna Quinn and Aryanna Edwards.

(Photo by Matthew Breazeale)
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Senior basketball standout, at Holmes County Central High School, Tniniyah Jones,
signed her letter of intent to play basketball for Holmes Community College in Good-
man after graduation, on Tuesday, April 23. Jones was flanked by her family and team-
mates for the occasion. Picture above, seated from left, Natasha Boyd, Amanda Jones,
mother, Tniniyah Jones and Larry Boyd, father; Standing (from left), Slimaneshia
Malone, Valencia Watson, Demaya Cobbins, Carleigh Andrews, Stardeanna Quinn
(Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

and Aryanna Edwards.




