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*Val and Sal
(Continued from page 1.)

average of 4.0 as well as the 
overall highest average in 
the senior class at Central 
Holmes, thus determining 
his status as valedictorian.

After graduation, Noah 
plans to further his aca-
demic endeavors at Holmes 
Community College. No-
ah’s scholastic performance 
during his time at Central 
Holmes Christian School 
has been exceptional. He 
has challenged himself, and 
achieved exceptional re-
sults, to complete advanced 
placement college prerequi-
site courses, as well as dual 
credit and dual enrollment 
college courses, giving him 
a well-rounded, advanced 
college preparatory educa-
tion. Noah has also been 
active in CHCS Student 
Council, Honor Society, 
baseball, and basketball. He 
has been a member of the 
Honor Society for six years 
of which he has served his 
peers as President. Noah has 
also served as Class Presi-
dent for the 2018-2019 year. 
Noah is the son of Stephanie 
Diffey and Shane Burton.

Miss Laura Kathryn Rut-
ledge’s quest for excellence 
has produced many accom-
plishments in her academic 
and extracurricular pursuits 
in her years at Central Hol-
mes Christian School. She 
has undertaken numerous 
challenges in her school ca-
reer and has proven herself 

a superior scholar and com-
munity member, earning the 
distinction of being named 
Central Holmes Christian 
School’s Salutatorian of the 
Class of 2019. Laura Kath-
ryn also holds a GPA of 4.0. 
She has served her peers 
as the 2018-2019 Student 
Council President and Hon-
or Society Vice-President.

After graduation, Laura 
Kathryn plans to attend Mis-
sissippi State University to 
pursue a degree in elemen-
tary education. Laura Kath-
ryn feels this career field is a 
perfect fit for her, as she has 
been interested in the educa-
tion field and young children 
for quite some time, and has 
always enjoyed problem 
solving and helping people. 
She hopes to make a differ-
ence in the world by becom-
ing a teacher.

Laura Kathryn has demon-
strated outstanding academ-
ic performance at Central 
Holmes Christian School 
and has worked diligently 
in excelling in many col-
lege preparatory, advanced 
placement and dual credit 
college courses.

The pursuit of challenges 
outside of the classroom 
has also been an important 
part of Laura Kathryn’s life 
throughout her high school 
years. Laura Kathryn was a 
member of the Central Hol-
mes track team, basketball 
team, and varsity cheerlead-
ing squad. Laura Kathryn’s 
positive efforts and endless 

drive and determination 
have allowed her to prepare 
well for her future. Laura 
Kathryn is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Rut-
ledge.

Central Holmes Christian 
School will hold its 2019 
commencement ceremony 
on Thursday, May 9 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Berman Gymna-
sium on the Central Holmes 
Christian School campus.

The Class of 2019 in-
cludes Ethan Ables, Luke 
Allen, Alex Arnold, *Noah 
Burton, Ryleigh Byrd, 
*Lanie Davis, Clyde Dixon, 
Jackson Ellis, *Jaylin Ford, 
*Selena Gilmore, Maci Har-
ris, Byron Hathcock, *Josh 
Haymer, *Brantley Holder, 
*Wes Hudson, *Peyton Kil-
lebrew, Shelby Lindsay, 
Lake Melton, *Jennifer 
Phillips, McKenna Polk, 
Jordan Pritchard, Landon 
Rawson, Addison Ray, Tay-
lor Robinson, *Laura Kath-
ryn Rutledge, *Luke Smith, 
*Colton Sumner and Nathan 
Taylor. 

*Denotes advanced honor 
graduate distinction.

Before or after?
Dear Dave,

I’ve started following your 
plan, and I’ve got a beginner 
emergency fund of $1,000 
saved. Now that I’m ready to 
start paying off debt in Baby 
Step 2, do you recommend 
paying off credit card bal-
ances before or after closing 
the accounts?

Maeve 
Dear Maeve,

I’m really proud of you. 
Congratulations on starting 
the journey toward getting 
out of debt and gaining con-
trol of your money!

Honestly, either way is 
fine. The point is to get rid of 
them, and stop using the stu-
pid things. I like the idea, and 
the finality, of going ahead 
and closing the accounts and 
cutting up the cards. 

Personal finance is 80 
percent behavior. Getting 
credit cards—and credit 
card debt—out of your life 

is a great first step in really 
learning to behave with your 
money.

Remember, you don’t build 
wealth or save money by us-
ing credit cards. And you’re 
naïve if you think you’re 
going to play around with a 
multi-billion-dollar industry 
and beat them at their own 
game. 

The only way to win 
against credit card compa-
nies is by refusing to play 
around with them!   

Dave
Paying extra

Dear Dave,
I’d like to start paying a 

little extra each month on 
my car loan, so I can get out 
of debt faster. Would it be a 
good idea to write a separate 
check for this extra amount?

Steve
Dear Steve,

I think that’s a great idea! 
You can include the extra 
check in a separate envelope 

with the regular payment. 
In addition, write “principal 
only” in big, bold letters on 
the extra envelope and on 
the extra check. Make sure 
to also include the account 
number in the notation line 
at the bottom.

Follow these guidelines, 
and you’ll be much less like-
ly to run into problems as re-
sult of someone at the bank 
not paying attention.

Some companies use pay-
ment booklets that have a 
box specifically for entering 
any amount you want ap-
plied directly to the princi-
pal. See if this is available 
to you, as well. Regardless, 
make sure you keep an ac-
curate, written record of the 
monthly and overall amounts 
you’re designating as “prin-
cipal only.”

Great question, Steve!
—Dave

*Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey 
Solutions. He has authored seven 
best-selling books, including The 
Total Money Makeover. The Dave 
Ramsey Show is heard by more than 
13 million listeners each week on 585 
radio stations and multiple digital 
platforms. Follow Dave on the web at 
daveramsey.com and on Twitter at @
DaveRamsey.


