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   Bo Patterson
Firewood

Leaf Raking
*Clean Fence Lines & Empty Lots   *Bush Hogging
*Now is the best time to get bushes cut back & fence lines cleaned.
*We also install Septic Tanks and Sewer Lines.  *Stump Grinding

*We also cut limbs hanging over houses and trim shrubs.
Free Estimates

We do Trenching for Water Lines.

* We Specialize in Grass Planting & Lawn Preparation.
 125 Victor St. Durant          653-3576                 653-9935

(Anywhere in Holmes County)

Hanging Baskets, 
Bedding Plants 

and Ferns
 IN STOCK NOW

Some have asked about 
Jodi and Derek May and the 
family. They all seem very 
happy and content. With the 
new phones, they can see 
each other by phones and 
get an up to date report al-
most daily. Its not like being 
together but its the next best 
thing. We are so thankful for 
what they are doing for the 
Lord.

I haven’t heard from Ruth 
and Ann Gill for some time. 
I pray they are well. I don’t 
seen to be able to get them 
on my phone, so please call 
you two.

I understand that Douglas 
Ward isn’t real well, how-
ever he is still going to his 
store. I’m unsure if it’s ev-
eryday. Prayers and concern 
is for him that he is week 
and will be back soon.

We sure miss Beth and Da-
vid Truitt since they moved. 
Hope to see them and oth-
ers from Durant often, even 
though you have moved. 
We miss all the people who 
have moved to Madison, 
Ridgeland and the Jackson 
area.

Rev. Lyn Nations is lead-
ing First Baptist Church’s 
Wednesday night Bible 
study on the seven churches 
in the book of Revelation. 
All are welcome to join us 
each Wednesday night at 6 
p.m. We meet in the fellow-
ship hall. Come if and when 
you can for we all need the 
Lord.

Prayers are for Mrs. Betty 
Williamson, she isn’t well. 
Give her a call. 

My daughter Shirley Hig-
ginbotham and son Jay of 
Clinton drove up last Thurs-
day for an overnight visit. 
Shirley helps me with lots 
of jobs. Thank God for good 
children.

I ask God to bless all those 
who are sick in our town 
with peace and painless 
days, especially Mrs. Lucy 
Howell and Mrs. Kather-
ine Cagle who just recently 
went for care and treatment 

in the Jackson area. We look 
forward to hearing good 
reports from them. Maybe 
they will be home again 
soon.

Mark and I took our dogs 
to get them treated by the 
Lexington vet last week. 
It had been put off several 
times. Hope and pray they 
will be feeling lots better 
now. My dog nearly killed 
me. She was really throw-
ing her arms and legs dur-
ing the time it took them 
at the Lexington vets of-
fice.

My heart really goes out 
to Joe and Mary Evelyn 
Crowder. They have been 

Durant news
by Rowena Hill

sick for quite a while. May 
God give them peace and 
healing for body, soul and 
mind. We love them a lot 
and miss them and others.

My son Joey has returned 
home from a two week trip 
to California to deliver a car 
to Jaime and Warren Con-
ner. It is to be used in their 
new business. We pray for 
their needs and necessities.

We enjoyed our interim 
pastor’s, Bro. Shane Thrash, 
young children attending 
church with their father on 
Sunday. They are cute and 
pretty much well behaved. 
They know Aaron and Me-
linda Gantt, with Shane the 
camp director at Central 
Hills and Aaron working 
there. Hope to see them 
back again soon.

the Wicker report
By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker Leads Fight for Online Privacy 

American consumers have 
never had more choices than 
they do today. When people 
go online, they see ads for 
products they want from 
companies they know, news 
from sources they choose, 
and the fastest routes to and 
from work. This is all pos-
sible because of the innova-
tions of the digital economy 
and the effective use of “big 
data.”

But data can be misused 
and abused, violating con-
sumers’ privacy. There have 
been many horror stories 
over the last few years of 
high-profile companies not 
taking proper care of their 
users’ information, some-
times even willfully mis-
handling it. The reputation 
of these companies has suf-
fered and they need to re-
store trust.

With more and more per-
sonal information being 
shared online by more and 
more people, consumers’ 
just concerns about privacy 
and security also require ac-
tion. Personal data should 
be guarded.

As Chairman of the Sen-
ate Commerce Committee, I 
am working on a bipartisan 
basis with my colleagues to 
develop strong and mean-
ingful data protections.

Why A Strong 
Federal Privacy 

Standard is Necessary
When Mississippians 

drive across the state line 
to Alabama, Tennessee, Ar-
kansas, or Louisiana, they 

should not expect internet 
privacy standards to change. 
The same should be true 
when they travel throughout 
the United States. Whenever 
possible, Americans deserve 
the same online protections 
wherever they go or reside.

That means internet pri-
vacy regulations should not 
vary across state lines. Not 
only would 50 different pri-
vacy standards leave Ameri-
cans uncertain about what is 
being done with their data, 
but a patchwork of state-
level interventions could 
also lead to uncertainty for 
businesses, bad internet ser-
vice, and slower economic 
growth.

California has passed its 
own privacy regulations, 
which could take effect next 
year, and 93 other bills are 
making their way through 
other state legislatures. 
Whatever the pluses or mi-
nuses of specific ideas, laws 
written by different states 
with different priorities and 
politics could be contra-
dictory and impossible for 
companies to navigate.

One of the greatest aspects 
of our digital economy is 
that it brings Americans 
together and does not see 
where one state ends and 
another begins. Republi-
cans and Democrats on the 
Commerce Committee are 
working hard to preserve 
that. It is the role of the fed-
eral government to regulate 
interstate commerce, and 
federal privacy law should 

The Digital Marketplace Requires Trust

be enforced by the Federal 
Trade Commission, our na-
tion’s experts on the matter.

An Opportunity Too 
Important to Pass Up

Any American business 
owner could tell you that 
they have always collected 
data about their custom-
ers. The difference now is 
that more data can be col-
lected and used more effec-
tively than ever before. As 
consumers engage in com-
merce, whether it is online 
or in-person, they should 
have more authority over 
their data, know how it is 
being used, and exercise 
control over how companies 
use it. 

The deployment of 5G 
– the next generation of 
wireless communications – 
will exponentially increase 
the amount of data shared 
online. It will also benefit 
consumers with new prod-
ucts, services, and choices, 
generating up to 3 million 
new jobs and $276 billion 
in investments in the United 
States alone. 

The opportunities present-
ed by 5G are too important 
to pass up, but no market-
place can function without 
trust. Consumers should 
not have reasons to be ner-
vous that they might have 
unknowingly signed away 
their information online. 
We can strengthen laws that 
prohibit online platforms 
from mishandling consumer 
data.

A federal privacy frame-
work can provide that trust. 
It will require delivering 
clear guidelines for provid-
ers and empowering citizens 
with the knowledge to navi-
gate safely one of the most 
dynamic and exciting parts 
of the American economy.

All of the planning and 
preparations for our 1963 
Kosciusko High School re-
union came to fruition last 
weekend as twenty-four of 
our classmates and their 
spouses met to renew old 
friendships and bring back 
such good 
memories of 
our twelve 
years to-
gether.  Many 
of us began 
first grade 
together and 
stayed to-
gether for the 
entire twelve 
years.  As 
each walked 
around our 
house, we 
immediately 
knew them 
even after not seeing them 
for quite a few years.  Yes, 
we had changed in our ap-
pearance, less hair, no hair, 
some decreasing in height, 
some gained in girth, a few 
more ‘life lines’ on our fac-
es, and some needing assis-
tance more than others.  But 

Crockpot Meatballs
there was one thing that had 
changed the most in every-
one, our hearts were more 
grateful for the treasured 
friendships of each person 
there.  There were lots of 
hugs, kisses on cheeks, hand-
shakes, slaps on the back, 

and ‘oh my, 
you haven’t 
changed one 
bit’.  We 
honored and 
remembered 
those of us 
who have 
gone home,   
fourteen of 
us.  Of course, 
we had all 
changed, but 
at that time, 
right then, 
we remem-
bered the 

young person with which we 
walked the isle to receive our 
diploma after twelve years of 
education.  We all remem-
bered the night and all the 
memories that went with that 
unforgettable time.

As we sat at the white 
clothed tables in the cool of 

Peggy’s Take

the evening saying, “Do you 
remember when…..” and 
“I had forgotten that…..”, 
each of us were just being 
our older/younger selves and 
reliving and living our lives.  
We played a game, and some 
won prizes, the longest mar-
riage, (that would be me as 
I married during my senior 
year), the most grandchil-
dren, the least hair, the most 
hair, the one changed the 
least, and even our newly-
weds, yes, we had one!

Our grand party went well 
into the night and as we be-
gin to go, there were more 
hugs, handshakes, even 
some tears, and promises to 
keep in touch and especially 
to all meet once again in four 
years to “catch up” on our 
sixty-year reunion.

As I sat in the quiet and 
stillness of the night after ev-
eryone was gone, I had one 
regret.  Had I known how 
much these people would 
come to mean to me, I would 
have taken better care of our 
friendships when we were 
younger.  At that time, we 
were all busy with our set 

of friends and really paid 
not much attention to all the 
others.  Now I realize what a 
blessing I let slip away from 
me at that time.  However, 
it’s not too late to treasure 
and keep close to my heart 
all these people with which I 
have such a grand and inclu-
sive past.

These simple meat balls 
were a big hit as they were 
all devoured.

Crockpot Meatballs
One small bag of 
frozen meatballs

 bought at the grocery
1 bottle of chili sauce
one jar of grape jelly. 

Mix all together and cook 
on low for 4 – 6 hours. Serve 
warm. 

* Peggy Sims is a life-long 
resident of Attala County 
and columnist.


