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I went home for the Me-
morial Day weekend. I went 
to my home church, Pleasant 
Grove M.B. Church. They 
had a Homecoming-Memo-
rial Day program. I did the 
topic on homecoming/Me-
morial Day and Rev. Darrius 
Pernell from Grenada did 
the sermon. The pastor, Rev. 
Larry Hervey showed a film 
displaying all the deceased 
members pictured on the me-
morial wall.

Wednesday, May 29, two 
senior citizens galas were 
held; one in Lexington and 
the other in Winona. Both 
galas were well attended. 
Holmes County TRIAD in 
partnership with Mallory 
community Health Center 
gave the senior citizens of 
Holmes County a luncheon 
along with TRIAD. The pur-
pose of TRIAD (The Right 
Information And Direction) 
was given by Mattie Young 
of Cruger. Holmes Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Captain Sam 
Chambers gave the crime 
update. Robert Seals spoke 
for Crime Stoppers. The me-
morial tribute was given by 
Sheriff Willie March. During 
the tribute, fourteen deceased 
members were named. A 
musical selection was pre-
sented by the Trinity M.B. 
Church’s praise team. Then 
a solo was done by Mr. John 
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Hester. The keynote speaker 
was Dr. Jennifer Young Wal-
lace, Ph.D CAEP, profes-
sor of education leadership 
at Jackson State University. 
She grew up in Cruger. She 
is the daughter of Sonny 
and Mattie Young. After the 
keynote speaker, lunch was 
served. Then candidates run-
ning for public office were 
allowed to speak. Many door 
prizes were given. Two of 
the prizes were TVs. Doris 
Whitehead and one of her 
sisters won the TVs.

Some senior citizens from 
Holmes County attended the 
over 60 gala in Winona. It 
was similar to the TRIAD 
luncheon. Wilton Neal sang 
gospel songs. Winona site 
singers sang songs. Door 
prizes were given three 
times. Everybody at the gala 
got a door prize. Most of the 
prizes were gift cards. The 
Grenada site dancers and the 
Winona site dancers, both 
groups over 60, performed. 
The oldest man and the old-
est woman were crowned 
as king and queen. Ninety-
eight-year-old Eula McGee 
was the oldest woman and 
100-year-old Mr. Gunn was 
the oldest man. 

In last week’s column, 
about the Rose Hill District 
Association, I was referring 
to the lax (not attending) 

churches. We want them to 
return to Rose Hill District. 
One name was crossed up. 
The vice moderator is Rev. 
Leroy Gibson not Wilson. 

To get your news in this 
column call 662-834-1489.

Read the first verse of Mat-
thew’s gospel. Jesus knew 
David’s ways. He witnessed 
the adultery, winced at the 
murders, and grieved at the 
dishonesty. But David’s fail-
ures didn’t change Jesus’ re-
lation to David. The initial 
verse of the first chapter of 
the first gospel calls Christ 
“the son of David” (Matt. 
1:1 KJV). The title contains 
no disclaimers, explanations, 
or asterisks. I’d have added 
a footnote: “This connection 
in no way offers tacit approv-
al to David’s behavior.” No 
such words appear. David 

When We Miss the Target
blew it. Jesus knew it. But he 
claimed David anyway.

He did for David what my 
father did for my brother and 
me.

Back in our elementary 
school days, my brother re-
ceived a BB gun for Christ-
mas. We immediately set 
up a firing range in the 
backyard and spent the af-
ternoon shooting at an ar-
chery target. Growing bored 
with the ease of hitting the 
circle, my brother sent me 
to fetch a hand mirror. He 
placed the gun backward on 
his shoulder, spotted the ar-
chery bull’s-eye in the mir-
ror, and did his best Buffalo 
Bill imitation. But he missed 
the target. He also missed the 
storehouse behind the target 
and the fence behind the 
storehouse. We had no idea 
where the BB pellet flew. 

Our neighbor across the al-
ley knew, however. He soon 
appeared at the back fence, 
asking who had shot the 
BB gun and who was going 
to pay for his sliding-glass 
door.

At this point I disowned 
my brother. I changed my 
last name and claimed to be a 
holiday visitor from Canada. 
My father was more noble 
than I. Hearing the noise, 
he appeared in the back-
yard, freshly rested from 
his Christmas Day nap, and 
talked with the neighbor.

Among his words were 
these:

“Yes, they are my chil-
dren.”

“Yes, I’ll pay for their mis-
takes.”

Christ says the same about 
you. He knows you miss the 
target. He knows you can’t 
pay for your mistakes. But 
he can. “God sent Jesus to 
take the punishment for our 
sins” (Rom. 3:25 NLT).

Since he was sinless, he 
could.

Since he loves you, he did. 
“This is real love. It is not 

that we loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son 
as a sacrifice to take away 
our sins” (1 John 4:10 NLT).

He became one of us to re-
deem all of us. “Jesus, who 
makes people holy, and those 
who are made holy are from 
the same family. So he is 
not ashamed to call them his 
brothers and sisters” (Heb. 
2:11 NCV).

He wasn’t ashamed of Da-
vid. He isn’t ashamed of you. 
He calls you brother; he calls 
you sister. The question is, 
doyou call him Savior?

From Facing Your Giants.
Copyright (J Countryman, 

2006) Max Lucado. Listen to 
UpWords with Max Lucado 
at OnePlace.com. 

UpWords, with Max Luca-
do is a popular daily Bible 
devotion. This Max Lucado 
devotional offers wisdom 
and insight for applying 
Biblical truths to the ups 
and downs of everyday life.  
Reading daily devotions pro-
vides strength and encour-
agement in your daily walk 
with Jesus Christ.

Used by permission.


