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Mobile garden solves the ‘not enough space’ quandary

Thanks to Holmes Com-
munity College, I'm still
driving my antique pickup
truck all over, still with the
celebrated garden growing
in the back.

It started some
thirty years ago,
when  someone
whined about not
having a place
to garden, spur- |
ring me to turn
frustration  into
hope. To para-
phrase Dr. Seuss,
“A garden is a
garden, no matter
how small.”

I pulled it off in the worst
imaginable condition for
gardening — in the back of
my hard-working truck. I
mean, if I can grow veg-
etables, herbs, flowers, and
small shrubs in that ver-
sion of Horticultural Hades,
anyone should be able to
do better somewhere more
suitable. Right?

I started with a bag of pot-
ting soil stuffed with a few
plants and some fertilizer,
pushed up against the cab
in that windless eddy that
anyone who ever rode in
the back of a truck knows
about.
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By the end of the summer,
the little “pillow garden”
produced flowers, tomatoes,
and peppers. The next year
I went with a larger bag of
potting soil and more plants,
o learning  which
) 4| could or couldn’t
take wind and ra-
diated parking lot
| or driveway heat.

I finally went
whole-hog by
having a metal
box custom-fitted
to the truck bed,
with holes along
the back edge so
water would drain
easily. Filled it with a light-
weight soil mix and began
experimenting with what
can take the harsh condi-
tions. Whenever something
did poorly, I simply pulled
it out and stuck something
different in the hole.

Over the years I’ve found
small evergreen shrubs,
flowering and foliage pe-
rennials, succulents, and
annuals including compact
vegetables and culinary
herbs that can take extreme
heat, deep freezes, sparse
watering, and gusts of wind.

With only occasional re-
placements, a little weed-
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Felder’s impossible truck garden.

ing, and twice-a-year
swapping out heat-loving
summer basils, peppers,
and little zinnias with cold-
tolerant winter kale, pars-
ley, and violas, the garden
has remained completely
packed with plants of all
shapes, colors, and textures.

I’ve seen butterflies sup-
ping there, had a nest of
little black ants for sev-
eral years, and found
earthworms churning my
mulch into rick compost.
Oh, and because I tend to
over-accessorize, in addi-
tion to a pair of custom-

made bottle tree sconces, I
added an old garden gnome,
a copper frog, birdhouse,
nicely-shaped little boul-
der, and a Slow Gardening
sign (ironic, huh?). Even
the sideboards of my truck
are festooned with a row of
Sunflower County license
plates, a gift from the mayor
of my truck’s hometown.

Over the decades, the
garden has crisscrossed the
eastern half of the US - 34
states — and every county
in Mississippi. It’s tooled
along Holmes County back-
roads many times.

A couple of years ago, in
a sort of windfall incident,
the truck was stolen but
quickly recovered after a
public uproar; however, it
had been stripped of every-
thing except the garden box
and dirt.

But Jim Haffey, President
of HCC, quickly stepped up
and had the truck restored
as part of the curriculum of
the Auto Collision Repair
Technology program on the
Goodman campus, includ-
ing taking out all the dents,
straightening the steel bum-
per, and repainting it a bril-
liant John Deere Green in
honor of our state’s agricul-
tural roots.

I replanted the garden,

and we’re back on the road
in better style than ever. You
can see before, after, and in-
process images on my blog,
plus a “Mississippi Roads”
video of the whole HCC re-
furbishing and my replant-
ing, done by Mississippi
Public Broadcasting.

Meanwhile, with its new
lease of life, the old truck
and its vibrant herb and
flower garden continue mer-
rily down the road. Hope to
run into you someday. Not
literally of course.

Felder Rushing is an
11th- generation American
gardener who has traveled
to all fifty states (lectured
in 36) and across five conti-
nents looking for interesting
gardening angles to share
via his extensive lecturing,
writing and broadcasting.
The graduate horticultur-
ist and free-thinking uni-
versity professor has writ-
ten syndicated newspaper
columns for 38 years and
hosted a live radio program

for nearly that long, includ-

ing 15 years now as the
weekly host of The Gestalt
Gardener, one of National
Public Radio’s most popu-
lar gardening programs.
Email gardening questions
to  rushingfelder@yahoo.
com

Businesses and Services Directory

Need help getting approved for
Long Term Care?

Jim Arnold
Attorney at Law

* Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
No upfront fee except filing fee

e Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
$750 plus filing fee

¢ No Fault Divorces ®
$399 plus court fees

Call for an appointment 662-653-6448 or 601-656-6914

KENNY JOINER

Division Manager

SCOTT PETROLEUM CORPORATION

www.scottpetroleuminc.com

Visit us in Tchula, Lexington,
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

309 Depot St.
Lexington, MS 39095

Office: 662-834-1089

Fax: 662-834-6082

Cell: 662-299-7461
kjoiner@scottpetroleuminc.com

Reach Your

Customers...

By Advertising Your

Business in the
Herald’s Business
Directory. Call
662-834-1151
to find out how.

FUNERAL HOME

OF DURANT

James and Veronica Smith, Owners

390 East Madison Street

Let us guide you through
the application process.

Durant

Healthcare, LLC
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Monday - Thursday

10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday - Saturday

10 am. - 12 p.m. (May Vary) ’

Senior
Citizen
Discount
Mon.-Wed.

FRANKS

‘www.frankschevy.com

sfranks@frankschevy.com
Office (662) 289-4611

Fax (662) 633-4400
I

STEPHEN FRANKS

1001 Hwy 35 N ¢ Kosciusko, MS 39090

Durant, Mississippi 39063
662-653-3770 / 662-653-3711 fax
www.affordablefuneralhomeofdurant.com
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