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SALE 
June 10 

to
June 15

• Menswear 
and 

Apparel 
• All Boots
• Wallets, 

Knives, Caps, 
Belts and 

Accessories

Bagging Big Brown

Lexington resident Billy Ellis, pictured above, made short work of a 300-pound-Ca-
nadian Brown Bear on May 28 during a hunting trip in Saskatchewan. The bear was 
killed in the wild with a bow. Ellis said he did enjoyed some cooked bear meat and kept 
the pelt to make a rug.                                 (Photo submitted)

Holmes County residents were seen in action during Kosciusko’s Little League Base-
ball games. The Michael Fancher-State Farm sponsored t-ball team members are pic-
tured above. Back row: Coaches (from left) Bryan Killebrew, Jay Cheatham and Hank 
Wentworth. Not pictured is Michael Lawshe. Front row (from left): Cooper Hood, 
Matthew White, Weston Killebrew, Klausen Killebrew, Haskin Cheatham, Wayland 
Fancher, Walker Wentworth, Alana White, Reese Walbert and Ryder Goss. Not pic-
tured is Brock Lawshe and Aldy Grace Nowell.                                   (Photo submitted)

Local Little Leaguers

Ms. Bonnie A. Coblentz
MSU Extension Service
Urbanization and agricul-

tural pressures are decreas-
ing natural habitats for wild-
life, but Mississippians can 
take steps to make their own 
landscapes wildlife-friendly.

Bob Brzuszek, Missis-
sippi State University Ex-
tension Service professor 
of landscape architecture, 
said residential areas play an 
important role in conserv-
ing wildlife when carefully 
planned.

“Homeowners can enhance 
the natural features in their 
yards and neighborhoods to 
create thriving wildlife habi-
tats,” Brzuszek said. “To at-
tract wildlife, homeowners 
must provide food, water 

Smart landscapes offer
places for the wildlife

and shelter. Providing these 
essentials will attract wild-
life such as birds, butterflies, 
small mammals, reptiles and 
amphibians.”

Leslie Burger, an Exten-
sion conservation educator 
and assistant professor, said 
altered or lost habitat is a 
problem for many wildlife 
species.

“Your property can pro-
vide habitat for a variety of 
animals,” Burger said. “Start 
by looking at what you have 
and don’t have on your own 
property, and realize that in 
a neighborhood, you don’t 
have to provide everything if 
your neighbors also provide 
some of what wildlife need.”

Many people’s first 
thought for wildlife is to pro-

vide birdfeeders for song-
birds and hummingbirds, 
but Burger said these require 
follow-up.

“Birds congregate around 
feeders, and this may create 
an issue with droppings and 
seeds. Periodically removing 
waste and spilled feed will 
help prevent potential prob-
lems with weeds and disease, 
especially if you continue to 
feed birds during the sum-
mer months,” Burger said.

“If you put out humming-
bird feeders, it is best to of-
fer only enough that they can 
drink in one or two days so 
mold does not become an is-
sue in the feeder. Both kinds 
of feeders must be taken 
down and disinfected regu-
larly with a mild bleach so-

Native plants often offer the best food and shelter for desirable wildlife and insects, 
such as this butterfly.        (Photo by MSU Extension Service/Leslie Burger)

lution,” she said.
A more natural solution is 

to provide habitat for them.
“When you are putting in a 

landscape, use native plant-
ings that create food and 
shelter environments that 
the different animals need,” 
Burger said. “This can be a 
neighborhood project, with 
neighbors getting together 
to plant a variety of food 
sources for desired birds and 
wildlife.”

This type of plan works for 
birds and butterflies, another 
favorite in home landscapes.

Burger urged homeowners 
to plant the right selections 
to avoid unintentionally cre-
ate a toxic habitat for them. 
Some hybrid and modified 
plant varieties may be fatal 
to the butterflies or birds that 

they attract.
Using native plants in the 

landscape is one of the best 
and easiest ways to encour-
age a diversity of wildlife. 
Consult with the local coun-
ty Extension office for help.

Be sure that the environ-
ment being created attracts 
the desired wildlife and not 
unwanted animals.

“When you create wildlife 
habitat, you have the ability 
to be intentional and select 
against things just like you 
can select for them,” Burger 
said. “For example, don’t 
create a habitat for mice if 
you don’t want rat snakes.”

Yards can attract rabbits 
if some areas are allowed to 
grow a little higher and even 
some strategic “weeds” are 
permitted to remain.

“You’re more likely to 
have rabbits if your yard 
doesn’t look like a football 
field,” she said. “Rabbits 
raise their young in a nest 
they construct on the ground, 
so they need an area that has 
some shrubs and clumping 
grasses for protection from 
predators and the weather.”

The MSU Extension Ser-
vice and Department of 
Landscape Architecture 
created Mississippi Smart 
Landscapes as the go-to 
digital source for those look-
ing for simple, sustainable 
home landscapes. The site 
offers a variety of informa-
tion to support environments 
that encourage wildlife, 
use water wisely, lower en-
ergy costs, and benefit both 
homes and neighborhoods.


