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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

The City of Tchula is considering applying for re-
habilitation funds from the Mississippi Home Cor-
poration (MHC) HOME Investment Partnerships 
Program- Homeowner Rehabilitation/Reconstruc-
tion Program. The State of Mississippi has allocat-
ed approximately $3 million that will be made avail-
able to cities, and counties, on a competitive basis 
to undertake homeowner rehabilitation /reconstruc-
tion activities. 

The activities for which these funds may be used 
are in the areas of affordable housing for low and 
very-low-income persons. The City of Tchula pro-
poses to apply for grant funds through the (MHC) 
HOME Rehabilitation Grant Program. More specif-
ic details regarding eligible activities, program re-
quirements, and the rating system will be provided 
at a public hearing which will be held at the City of 
Tchula City Hall located at 1027 Main Street, Tch-
ula, Mississippi on Monday, July 25, 2019 at 5:00 
pm. 

The purpose of this hearing will be to obtain citi-
zen input into the development of the application. 
The location for the hearing is a handicapped ac-
cessible facility. All comments are welcome and 
must be submitted in writing. If a translator is need-
ed for non-english speaking persons, please con-
tact Rio Winters at (662)283-2675 at least 5 days 
prior to the meeting in an effort to accommodate 
this request

The City of Tchula does not discriminate on the 
basis of disability in the admission or access to or 
treatment or employment in its programs or activi-
ties.

Holmes County Tax Assessor/Collector Linda Rollins dis-
covered her office ransacked on Monday morning, July 
8. Her floor rug, seat cushions, office mail and candy had 
all been “ransacked” according to Rollins. Petroleum 
jelly was smeared on her office floor with the evidence 
left behind (pictured above).    
                     (Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

*Break-ins
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destruction. “When they 
came in they ransacked, 
ate food out of our refrig-
erator, drank water, stole 
cleaning supplies, all that 
kind of stuff,” said Rollins. 
“They also stole our fans in 
the office. They do that all 
the time, we get a fan, they 
steal a fan, for many years. 

Broken glass was found both in and outside the window 
of the front bathroom in the Holmes County Chancery 
Clerk’s office on Monday morning, July 8.   
         (Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

They also just walked in, 
ransacked, stole my post of-
fice key. I had to have that 
changed, the lock on my 
mailbox.”

The vandal(s) did gain ac-
cess to Rollins office inside 
the courthouse, the tax offic-
es, the chancery clerk offic-
es and offices in the justice 
court building on the square. 

Entry was apparently 

gained through a window in 
front bathroom in the chan-
cery clerk’s reception area.

“They stole fans out of 
(Holmes County Chancery 
Clerk Henry Luckett’s) of-
fice,” said Rollins. “They 
really opened up my mail...
went in my bathroom. They 
took a bath in the bathroom, 
took my heater and plugged 
it up in the bathroom.”

A shirt was left on Rollins’ 
bathroom sink. A makeshift 
sleeping pallet using one 
of Rollin’s floor rugs was 
found along with a container 
of petroleum jelly smeared 
on her office floor. 

“I’m thinking it’s the same 
(motive),” Rollins contin-
ued. “The candy they stole 
before, last week, the same 
candy was stolen so I’m 
thinking it’s the same peo-
ple.”

Lexington Police Chief 
Robert Kirklin, Sr. reported 
on Tuesday that a suspect 
had been caught inside the 
Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom 
Hall at 1:10 a.m. Tuesday 
by Officers Patrick Jaco and 

Michael Jackson on while 
on patrol.

Robert Walden was being 
held for questioning as of 
presstime Tuesday in con-
nection to the courthouse 
and justice court build-
ing break-ins. Kirklin said 
Walden would be charged 
in the break-in at Kingdom 
Hall. A window was found 
broken out at the building

“Walden is just out of jail, 
Parchman I believe,” said 
Kirklin. “He does have previ-
ous charges with Lexington. 
He is no stranger to crime.” 
Charges were pending at 
presstime for Walden in 
connection to the other 
break-ins.

Rollins said on Monday 
she believed the acts were 
being committed by “one 
homeless person.”

“He’s living here, he stays 
here, he urinates, smells like 
urine on the floor,” said Rol-
lins. “We just want this per-
son caught.”

Rollins added that she has 
yet to estimate the cost of all 
the damages.

Given in memory at the Central Holmes Christian School Athletic Banquet in May was 
the Dawn Ellison Allen Hustle Award 2018-2019 awarded to Nathan Taylor (pictured 
center). Also pictured is Dawn Ellison Allen’s sister Gaye (pictured left) and mother 
Bonnie Ellison.        (Photo submitted)

Dawn Ellison Allen Hustle Award 2018-2019

Students attending Central Holmes Christian School in Lexington competed in the 
United States Specialty Sports Association State Softball Tournament held Saturday, 
June 29, at Shiloh Park in Brandon, MS. The girls team won six games and suffered 
two losses to the LTC Heat to place 2nd overall out of 14 teams. The next stop for the 
team is the FASA World Series Tournament in Branson, Missouri July 15-21. Pictured 
above, first row (from left): Alyssia Little, Landry Gardner, Hannah Henry and Avery 
Whatley; Second row (from left): Coach Jerry Polk, McKenna Polk, Morgan Bigbee, 
Karley Bloesche, McKaylee Polk, Bailey Buckley, Josie Meggs, Sidney Rone, Shelby 
Lindsay and Coach Dodd Lindsay.       (Photo by Amy Lindsay)

Local softballers head to USSSA Missouri Tournament
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But the new system would 

not be the same Medicare on 
which so many Americans 
over age 65 have come to 
rely. Medicare for All would 
cost $170 trillion over 30 
years, an impossibly high 

number that would bankrupt 
our country.

The Green New Deal would 
make matters worse while not 
accomplishing its stated envi-
ronmental goal. According 
to analysis from the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute, 
the Green New Deal would 
lower global temperatures 
by only 31 one-hundredths 
of a degree Fahrenheit by 
the year 2100. In the process, 
working-class Americans 
would end up paying the $9 
trillion annual cost – half the 
value of everything produced 
in the United States annually 
– and new regulations would 
change almost every aspect 
of American life.

Many of the proponents of 
these ideas call themselves 
“democratic socialists.” 
However, as Alexis de Toc-
queville once wrote, “De-
mocracy and socialism have 
nothing in common but one 
word: equality. But notice the 

difference: while democracy 
seeks equality in liberty, so-
cialism seeks equality in re-
straint and servitude.”
American Exceptionalism
At the ideology’s peak, 

nearly 60 percent of the 
world’s population lived in a 
socialist country, like the So-
viet Union or Cuba. Though 
that number has gone down, 
we still see tragic results to-

day in countries like Venezu-
ela. I am thankful that Amer-
ica has thus far avoided these 
false promises.

Americans’ resistance to 
socialism once frustrated 
even Soviet leader Joseph 
Stalin. When told by the 
United States’ small commu-
nist party that there would be 
no revolution in this country, 
Stalin responded by demand-
ing an end to the “heresy of 

American exceptionalism,” 
coining the phrase. 

America is still exceptional. 
We remain the strongest and 
most prosperous country in 
the world because our form 
of government and the free 
enterprise system unlock the 
God-given potential of every 
man, woman, and child.

This is not to say that ev-
erything in our country is per-
fect. The American economy 

requires light-touch regula-
tions to protect consumers, 
foster competition, and en-
sure choice, and I am work-
ing with my colleagues to 
get more people into good 
jobs, lower health-care costs, 
and update trade agreements. 
These policies would em-
power every citizen to live 
the American Dream, build-
ing on what has worked so 
well for our country.


