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* “Wireless Vibration Mon-
itors for Advanced Propul-
sion Systems Ground Test-
ing,” developed by Lorand
Technologies, Inc. in Orlan-
do, Florida.

¢ “Hermetically Sealed Ro-
tary Bellows for Reducing
Stem Seal Leak Rates,” de-
veloped by Parabilis Space
Technologies, Inc. in San
Marcos, California.

* “Fiber Optic Multimodal
Sensing System,” developed
by RC Integrated Systems,
LLC in Torrance, California.

e “Injector for LOX-GH
Stable Combustion at Low
Pressure and High Velocity,”
developed by Rocket Propul-
sion Systems, LLC in Rent-
on, Washington.

The two STTR proposals
managed by Stennis Space
Center are:

* “Ensuring Correct Sen-
sor Operation and Decisions
Under Harsh Environments,”
developed by Alphacore, Inc.
in Tempe, Arizona.

e “Enhanced Real Time
Distributed Strain and Tem-
perature  Monitoring  for
Rocket Ground Testing,”
developed by Intelligent Fi-
ber Optics Systems Corp. in
Santa Clara, California.

Proposals were selected
according to their technical
merit and feasibility, as well
as the experience, qualifi-
cations and facilities of the
submitting organization. Ad-
ditional criteria included ef-
fectiveness of the work plan
and commercial potential.

NASA’s SBIR and STTR
programs encourage small
businesses and research insti-
tutions to develop innovative
ideas that meet the specific
research and development
needs of the federal gov-
ernment. The programs are
intended to stimulate tech-
nological innovation in the
private sector, increase the
commercial application of
research results, and encour-
age participation of socially
and economically disadvan-
taged persons and women-
owned small businesses.
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STTR programs are conduct-
ed in three phases:

* Phase I is the opportu-
nity to establish the scien-
tific, technical, and com-
mercial merit and feasibility
of the proposed innovation.
SBIRPhase I contracts last
for six months and STTR
Phase I contracts last for 13
months, both with maximum
funding of $125,000. The
363 selected proposals an-
nounced in this release are
all in Phase 1.

* Phase II is focused on the
development, demonstration
and delivery of the innova-
tion. Phase II contracts last
for 24 months with maximum
funding of $750,000. Only
small businesses awarded a
Phase I contract are eligible
to submit a proposal for a
Phase II funding agreement.
The latest SBIR program
Phase II selections were an-
nounced in mid-May.

e Phase III is the com-
mercialization of innovative
technologies, products, and
services resulting from either
a Phase I or Phase II con-
tract. Phase III contracts are
funded from sources other
than the SBIR and STTR
programs.

The SBIR and STTR
programs are managed for
STMD by NASA&#39;s
Ames Research Center in
California’s Silicon Valley.
STMD is responsible for de-
veloping the cross-cutting,
pioneering, new technolo-
gies and capabilities needed
by the agency to achieve its
current and future missions.

Charged  with  return-
ing astronauts to the Moon
within five years, NASA’s
Artemis lunar exploration
plans are based on a two-
phase approach: the first is
focused on speed — landing
astronauts on the Moon by
2024 — while the second will
establish a sustained human
presence on and around the
Moon by 2028. We will use
what we learn on the Moon
to prepare to send astronauts
to Mars. The technology
missions on this launch will
advance a variety of future
exploration missions.

LINDA ROLLINS, TAXASSESSOR

ALL REALTY PROPERTY WITHIN
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[t’s Going to Be Okay

Bill Tucker was sixteen
years old when his dad suf-
fered a health crisis and
consequently had to leave
his business. Even after Mr.
Tucker regained his health,
the Tucker family struggled
financially, barely getting by.

Mr. Tucker, an entrepre-
neurial sort, came up with an
idea. He won the bid to reup-
holster the chairs at the local
movie theater. This stunned
his family. He had never
stitched a seat. He didn’t
even own a sewing appara-
tus. Still, he found someone
to teach him the skill and lo-
cated an industrial-strength
machine. The family scraped
together every cent they had
to buy it. They drained sav-
ings accounts and dug coins
out of the sofa. Finally, they
had enough.

It was a fine day when Bill

road with his dad to pick up
the equipment. Bill remem-
bers a jovial, hour-long trip
discussing the bright hori-
zons this new opportunity
afforded them. They loaded
the machine in the back of
their truck and secured it
right behind the cab. Mr.
Tucker then invited his son
to drive home. I’ll let Bill tell
you what happened next:
“As we were driving along,
we were excited, and 1, like
any sixteen-year-old driv-
er, was probably not pay-
ing enough attention to my
speed. Just as we were turn-
ing on the cloverleafto get on
the expressway, I will never
ever, ever forget watching
that sewing machine, which
was already top-heavy, be-
gin to tip. I slammed on the
brakes, but it was too late.
I saw it go over the side. I

jumped out and ran around
the back of the truck. As I
rounded the corner, I saw our
hope and our dream lying on
its side in pieces. And then
I saw my dad just looking.
All of his risk and all of his
endeavor and all of his strug-
gling and all of his dream, all
of his hope to take care of his
family was lying there, shat-
tered.

“You know what comes
next don’t you? ‘Stupid,
punk kid driving too fast,
not paying attention, ruined
the family by taking away
our livelihood.” But that’s
not what he said. He looked
right at me. ‘Oh, Bill, I am so
sorry.” And he walked over,
put his arms around me, and
said, ‘Son, this is going to be
okay.’

God is whispering the
same to you. Those are his
arms you feel. Trust him.
That is his voice you hear.
Believe him. Allow the only
decision maker in the uni-
verse to comfort you. Life at
times appears to fall to piec-
es, seem irreparable. But it’s
going to be okay. How can

you know? Because God so
loved the world. If God can
make a billion galaxies, can’t
he make good out of our bad
and sense out of our faltering
lives? Of course he can. He
is God.
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