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D’s Diner
51 Depot St. Lexington

(662) 450 - 8131
 Monday - Thursday
 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Friday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. (May Vary)

10% Discount
w/school ID
for teachers 
and school 
employees
 for August

HAMMETT MOTOR CO.HAMMETT MOTOR CO.
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N

662-653-3141
DURANT

662-653-3141
DURANT

Close-out Prices on 
2019 Models

Close-out Prices on 
2019 Models

REBATES
AVAILABLE!

REBATES
AVAILABLE!
CHECK OUT OUR 

PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES @

www.hammettmotorco.com

FINANCING LOW AS

 0% 
UP TO 72 MONTHS

ON SELECT MODELS

FINANCING LOW AS

 0% 
UP TO 72 MONTHS

ON SELECT MODELS

Attorney at Law
Jim Arnold

• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy •
No upfront fee except filing fee

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy •
$750 plus filing fee

• No Fault Divorces •
$399 plus court fees

Call for an appointment 662-653-6448 or 601-656-6914

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.M. to 5 p.M.  •  662-653-4106  
15481 Bowling green road •  durant, MS

Need help getting approved for 
Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through 
the application process.

Visit us in Tchula, Lexington, 
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

Businesses and Services Directory

Reach Your

By Advertising Your 
Business in the 

Herald’s Business 
Directory. Call 
662-834-1151 

to find out how.

Customers...

ITEMS 
ADDED 
WEEKLY!

LEXINGTON
HOME CENTER

662-834-9007

(household, 
lawn & 

garden, etc.)

What do you think the 
most popular passalong 
garden plant might be, 
world-wide?

I’ll give you a minute to 
think about it. 
But I’m not ask-
ing which one is 
sold the most, 
the one that 
people buy ev-
ery year to plant, 
like tomatoes 
or marigolds. 
I’m wondering 
about the one 
most propagated 
and shared be-
tween gardeners. 

Winnowing down the list 
of favorite plants shared 
amongst gardeners in any 
region is hard enough; by 
continent it’s even dici-
er. To be in contention a 
plant has to surpass what 
I coined as the Passalong 
Triarchy: Attractive, du-
rable, and share-able. 

The most values a plant 
has, the more popular it 
will be to more people 
who will try to grow it 
in the first place. Some 
universal plant values in-

A common yet world favored plant
clude beauty, fragrance, 
long flowering, edible, at-
tractive to pollinators, and 
historic; there are others, 
and the more the better.

Durable in-
cludes tolerant 
of a wide range 
of soils, temper-
atures, rainfall, 
and coddling. 
There are some 
awfully popular 
plants that are 
not easy to grow, 
which kicks 
them out of 
contention; the 

easier a plant is to grow 
without artificial life sup-
port, including freedom 
from major insects and 
diseases, the more people 
of different skill levels 
will grow it. 

But no matter how popu-
lar or valuable a plant is, 
and regardless of its abil-
ity to be grown anywhere 
by anyone, if it isn’t easy 
to share it won’t go very 
far. Whether from seed, 
division, or rooted stems, 
a plant’s being easy to 
propagate ensures its us-

ing humans like bumble-
bees to spread it far and 
wide.   

Where this is coming 
from, is from having just 
submitted a manuscript to 
University Press of Mis-
sissippi about gardeners 

who grow everything they 
can get their hands on and 
gleefully share them with 
others. The book will fea-
ture several Determined 
Independent Gardeners 
(DIGrs), especially show-
casing an inspiring man 

World’s most favored plant, the common tawny daylily.

FELDER
 RUSHING

from the small town of 
Edwards who used to co-
host my radio program, 
the nationally-recognized 
Emperor of DIGrs, who 
called himself Dr. Dirt.  

In my travels I have met 
many gardeners like this 
and photographed and 
made notes of what all 
they grow. In the book, 
which should be out early 
next year, I have listed the 
most highly favored pas-
salong plants all over the 
country, by region, and 
also those most popular 
in England where I spend 
part of every summer. So 
naturally I thought it’d 
be interesting to find the 
single most commonly 
shared plant on Earth.  

Turns out to be one that 
some bored gardeners dis-
like, usually for its very 
prevalence. Of all the 
plants I have seen growing 
from Canada to Florida and 
across five continents, in 
every kind of garden from 
the finest manors and bo-
tanical gardens to humble 
cottage gardens and even in 
cemeteries, one beats ‘em 
all: Hemerocallis fulva - 
the common tawny daylily. 

The most popular forms are 
double-flowered Kwanso 
and triple flowered Flore 
Pleno which can have up 
to 18 petal-like tepals per 
flower! 

Commonly called ditch 
or outhouse lily, the 
clump-forming peren-
nial that spreads by shal-
low runners is a mule - a 
sterile triploid, meaning it 
can’t grow from seed; ev-
ery single one you see is a 
part of the original plant, 
cultivated now for over 
three thousand years.  

And on top of all that, 
all parts are edible; the 
flowers have the same vi-
tamins as broccoli and are 
a lot easier to grow. To 
those lip-curlers who call 
it a weed, I say “If you 
can’t beat it, eat it.”

So, when you see that 
ancient ditch lily, under-
stand that it is, hands-
down, the World’s Favor-
ite. Like it or not.

Felder Rushing is a Mis-
sissippi author, columnist, 
and host of the “Gestalt 
Gardener” on MPB Think 
Radio. Email garden-
ing questions to rushing-
felder@yahoo.com.


