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All summer long, people love 
to hop in innertubes, rafts, 
kayaks, canoes, fishing boats 
and other craft for a relaxing trip 
through the New River’s pastoral 
corridor. 

The gentle New River, thought 
to be the second oldest in the 
world, has two forks that flow 
through Ashe County from head-
waters in neighboring Watauga 
County. The North Fork and 
South Fork converge in the 
Piney Creek area of Alleghany 
County, and the “big river,” as 
locals call it, heads north in and 
out of Virginia. With mostly flat 
water and class 1 rapids, the 
New graciously accommodates 
paddlers and floaters of all ages 
and skill levels, or people who 
just want to wade or fish.

A number of outfitters are 
available to rent the craft of your 
choice and provide shuttles. 
New River State Park offers 
launch areas, camping, picnick-
ing areas and other amenities. 
Trips range from a few hours to 
overnights.

The river in this area doesn’t 
accommodate motor boats, and 
boats with keels are not recom-

mended. Innertubes are not 
recommended in especially low 
water.

Occasional class 2 and 3 
rapids dot the river and are more 
frequent after heavy rains. A 
popular stretch for more expe-
rienced paddlers is near Cox’s 
Chapel Road just over the Gray-
son County, Va. line. 

North Carolina law requires 
canoes, kayaks, jonboats or any 
other craft to carry a PFD (per-
sonal floatation device, or life 
preserver) for each person in the 
vessel, said Game Warden Na-
than Cox. Boaters under age 13 
must have them on at all times.

An exception is made for in-
nertubes, he said. They are con-
sidered to be PFDs themselves 
and additional devices are not 
required by law.

“I recommend that no matter 
what you’re doing in the water, 
having one on at all times is a 
good idea,” Cox said.

Much of the land along the 
river is private property. How-
ever, launch, picnic and camping 
areas are available at commer-
cial outfitters and at designated 
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The New River offers 
scenic summer fun

24 S. Main St • Sparta
336-657-0990 • 336-200-3099

OPEN: Wed. - Sat.
10 am - 5 pm

LIVE MUSIC during Music on Main
June through September

   We offer unique one-of-a-kind sculptures and 
traditional hand-thrown pottery by three of the  
region’s premier artists. 

Cater Pots                Mangum Pottery
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