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Board begins new year with project updates, grants
 Two Homeland Security Grant 
Awards to the Clinton Police Depart-
ment Bomb Team will bring $60,000 
in improvements for the CPD, Police 
Chief Ford Hayman announced at the 

January 2 meeting of the Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen.
  A $10,000 grant is not specifi c to the 
bomb team, however, it “directs its 
usage for wireless applications,” Hay-
man said. “We will be purchasing new 
Chromebooks for all patrol cars with 
the proceeds from this grant.”
 The second grant, for $50,000, is 
specifi c to the bomb squad and will 
be used to pay the lease on the bomb 
squad equipment storage facility and 
other maintenance issues. The board 
approved accepting the grant funds by 
a vote of 7-0.
 Repair work at Fire House No. 3, 
which is located on Northside Drive 
near Lovett Elementary School, is 
moving forward, with the board vot-
ing unanimously (7-0) to approve a 
no-interest loan from the Mississippi 
Development Authority for concrete 
repairs and improvements. The fi rst 

step in the process was publicizing a 
resolution for four consecutive weeks. 
The board took the second step Janu-
ary 2 by passing the resolution, City 
Clerk Russell Wall explained to the 
board.  
 “Is this the last step?” Mayor Phil 
Fisher asked. 
 “There’s gonna be other steps,” Wall 
replied. “Once we get this done, I’m 
going to have to give them [MDA] 
fi nancials, write them a letter explain-
ing where the money comes back 
and how we’re gonna pay it back.” 
 The $70,000 capital improvement 
project is necessary, because the con-
crete in front of and behind the bay 
doors at the station has cracked and 
collapsed. The concrete was poured 
in 1988 and was adequate to support 
the weight of the old engine (36,000 
pounds). The new engine, which is 
housed at the station, weighs 75,000 

pounds.
  Visitor Center Director Marsha Bar-
ham presented her year-end report, 
which was fi lled with positive good 
news for the center and tourism in the 
city. In 2018, 14,257 people visited 
the center, which includes 429 inter-
national visitors. Projects underway 
at the center include adding new ar-
tifacts for the Prisoner of War Exhibit 
and installation of twenty-one histor-
ical markers erected and more on the 
way, including markers for a Freedom 
Trail and Walter Leake.
  Ten famous Clintonians will be add-
ed to the Trail of Honor, with plaques 
recognizing them along the Quisen-
berry Library walking trail.
  Barham is working with Wreaths 
Across America, which is a program 
that lays wreaths on Veterans’ graves 
during the holidays.
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By Katherine R. Dougan

Walking Trails in Clinton are literally just steps away
By Katherine R. Dougan

  Walking for physical fi tness 
is literally just steps away from 
anywhere in Clinton. That’s because, 
as of publication of this story, “we 
have mapped walks in every park” 
in the city, said Clinton Director 
of Communications Mark Jones. 
“Every park in Clinton has some form 
of a marked walking trail, and we 
continue to look at ways to improve 
those and make our parks hospitable.” 
Jones continues to work on the 
City’s website, which features “Run/
Walk Clinton” and has locator maps 
indicating where Clintonians can 
walk, as well as the distance of each 
walking trail.
  In addition to all of the city parks, 
there are long, paved sidewalks for 
walking identifi ed on the website. 
One of the paved sidewalks goes from 
Hampstead Boulevard near Wal-Mart 
all the way to Home Depot, Jones said. 
In places where marked sidewalks 

cross roadways, such 
as on Natchez Trace, 
the crosswalks are 
clearly marked. 
  “Essentially, we’re 
going to mark where 
people walk and 
run, without [them] 
worrying about 
crossing unguarded 
traffi c stops.”
  Not only are there 
lots of places to 
walk in Clinton, 
but also those on 
the trails can track 
their exercise from 
a Smartphone using 
existing applications, Jones said.
  Trails in the city’s parks provide 
mapped areas and distances for 
walkers. Brighton Park has a 6/10-of-
a-mile trail. Traceway Park has 
walking trails and roads, including 
paved roads around the soccer and 

baseball fi elds. Robinson Park has 
a short trail, and Kids Towne has a 
small trail and a 1.1-mile crushed 
concrete marked trail.
  Some of the city’s neighborhoods, 
such as those on Old Vicksburg Road 
and Lakeview, have sidewalks where 

residents can walk. 
  “Coming in the spring, we hope to 
let bids on initial projects to continue 
multi-use trails, like Arrow Drive, in 
the north part of the city,” Jones said. 
The Arrow Drive/Eastside School 
trail is part of a walking/training 
partnership for which a grant was 
awarded in 2015. The agreement 
is a partnership between Eastside 
Elementary School and the City to 
promote healthy lifestyles. 
   “A grant of this nature is a real 
plus for the city as well as the school 
district,” Mayor Phil Fisher stated in a 
2015 Clinton Courier article. 
  Catherine Pannell, a music teacher 
at Eastside Elementary submitted the 
grant proposal to the Mississippi State 
Department of Health. The $3,000 
grant was one of fi ve grants awarded 
by the health department for projects 
in Mississippi. 
  “With the help and support of our 

  Brighton Park, located off of Clinton-Raymond Road in Clinton, has a
  6/10-of-a-mile walking trail.
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