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  Clinton Police Chief Ford Hayman 
has announced another session of the 
popular Citizens’ Police Academy, 
which will be held in the evenings 
from March 25 through 
March 30 from 6 p.m. 
tunil 9 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, from 
8 a.m. until 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, and with ride-
alongs set for Friday. 
Ride-along times will be 
scheduled individually 
by each participant.
  The Citizens’ Police 
Academy is designed 
to give participants an 
in-depth look at how Clinton police 
operate. Goals of the Citizens’ Police 
Academy include:
• To educate and inform the commu-
nity about the Clinton Police Depart-
ment;
• To promote the “Community-Orient-
ed Policing” philosophy;
• To provide a forum for police and 
community interaction; and
• To work to create a safer city.
  The curriculum includes an intro-
duction of CPD command staff, a his-
tory of the department, explanations 
on how to become a police officer, 
dispatch/911 center information and 
tours, discussions about crime pre-
vention and community relations, ex-
ploration of the various divisions and 
units of the CPD, firearms safety and 
familiarization and DUI enforcement 
information.
  The course is open to anyone old-
er than 18 and requires a background 
check by the department.
  Participants in the program visit a 

Registration for Citizens’ 
Police Academy open

number of places within the county 
police department, including the 911 
communications center, the bomb 
squad, animal control, and special 
weapons and tactics (SWAT), ac-

cording to program co-
ordinator Mike Kelly. 
Students also will learn 
about use of force and 
how to assess a scene 
in which force might be 
necessary.
  Students will also learn 
about new technology 
being implemented by 
CPD and CPD’s use of 
body-worn cameras. 

  Building mutually beneficial rela-
tionships with the community is an 
important part of reducing and pre-
venting crime in a community,” sait 
Lt. Mike Kelly, who serves as the de-
partment’s community relations offi-
cer. “Our goal is to make a safer city 
through community-oriented policing 
and better understand how to serve 
our citizens at the same time. Educat-
ing members of the community about 
how the Clinton Police Department 
works will make the City of Clinton a 
great place to call home.”
  Typically, people sign up for the pro-
gram to learn about how police are 
trained, how the various units within 
the department operate and the laws 
officers follow, Kelly said, adding that 
the program adds transparency to the 
profession and gives students an idea 
of a side of policing rarely seen.
  Applications to the program can be 
found online at www.clintonms.org/
citizensacademy. 
  For more information, visit the City 
website, or call Lt. Mike Kelly at 601-
924-5252.

Melanie Clyatt was recently named the Clinton Public School District’s Tech Teacher of 
the Month. Clyatt is a speech pathologist for CPSD. Recently, she developed an iOS app 
to use with her students to help teach the concept of multisyllabic words. She said she  
continually looks for new ways to incorporate technology into speech education. Pictured (l 
to r) presenting her award are instructional technologist Reeta Hall, CPSD Superintendent 
Dr. Tim Martin, Clyatt, and instructional technologists Jesse Emling and Erin Barrios.
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Students recognized for 
gratefulness traits

Sumner Hill Junior High School recently honored students who have demonstrated the 
character trait of gratefulness.  Each student will receive a lunch sponsored by Chick-
fil-A of Clinton. Pictured (l to r) are, front row Michael Blair, R’Riuna Moore, Allison Poole, 
Kayleigh Kupietz and Jordyn Jackson; second row: Sherry Lin, Victoria Malone, Haamyani 
Dixon, Javion Brown and Jakiya Michael; and back row: Carmen Harris, Lamar Strong, 
H’Andrevian Lofton, Cody Swann, Dylan Havemann and Jamie Baker.
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