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Since its grand opening one year ago, 
the Olde Towne Depot has seen over 
4,100 visitors come through its doors. 
The facility has been host to almost two 
hundred events, and the calendar con-
tinues to be fi lled with rentals through 
2019. Depot staff  say children visit 
time and time again to enjoy the mod-
el railroad display, and Clintonians and 
visitors alike have gained a deep ap-
preciation for the Clinton community’s 
rich history.

Along with rentals, the Depot has 
hosted several events. Last summer, 
Off  the Rails Summer Camp welcomed 
a small group of children to take part 
in hands-on activities and learn from a 
variety of guest speakers. The campers 
learned about trains around the globe 
and those right in their backyards. A 
pumpkin patch and Christmas tree farm 
helped kick off  the holiday season as 
visitors had the chance to pick out their 
own seasonal decorations. The two-day 
Polar Express Pajama Party in Decem-
ber gave participants the chance to en-
joy the movie with hot chocolate and 
snacks at the Depot, and holiday fes-
tivities continued with train rides and 
Christmas crafts at the Depot the fol-
lowing weekend. 

The Olde Towne Depot hopes to be-

come a place of nostalgia and tradition 
for Clinton families. Each of the chil-
dren’s events held in 2018 will be held 
again in 2019, with additional off erings 
and more local partnerships.

Depot staff  are quick to point out that 
the Depot is not just for kids. 

In January, The Detectives Come-
dy Dinner Theatre entertained guests 
with a show full of laughs. With some 
adult humor and the option to “bring 
your own beverage,” attendees said 
the event made for a fun late-night-out 
with friends. 

In addition to the dinner theatre, the 
Olde Towne Depot housed a temporary 
exhibit for Women’s History Month 
in March. “Move Over, Sir! Women 

Working on the Railroad” highlighted 
women’s contributions to the railroad. 
From the Civil War to The Great De-
pression, World War II to the Civil 
Rights Movement, women have been 
infl uential in sustaining and expanding 
railroads. 

The Depot plans to host more tem-
porary exhibits in the future, including 
an upcoming exhibit later this month. 
Clintonians can visit the Olde Towne 
Depot from April 16-20 to view an art 
exhibit by students in the Mississippi 
College art department. 

In addition to numerous new displays 
inside the building, Clintonians will 
soon see Turner the Train off ering rides 
at various public events. Turner the 

Train, a large tractor-driven land train, 
was built by Independent Metal Craft 
in Clinton. Turner the Train is named 
for Louis Turner, who laid the bricks on 
Olde Towne’s brick streets. 

With many new displays, including 
pull up banners featuring Charles Cald-
well and Sarah Dickey, a vintage wall 
telephone, donated artwork and more, 
staff  say the Olde Towne Depot is ever 
evolving. Recurring events like the 
Reading Railroad and Olde Towne Rail 
Club meetings welcome both new and 
familiar faces. Staff  say the Olde Towne 
Depot is looking forward to serving the 
community for another year.

For more information about Depot 
events, call 601-924-5472.
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