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By Katherine R. Dougan

The dream of a train to carry pas-
sengers around Olde Towne Clinton 
became a reality a few weeks ago, 
when an engine and four passenger 
cars rolled into Clinton. According to 
Anna Boyd, Assistant Director of Main 
Street Clinton, who operates the Clin-
ton Depot, Mayor Phil Fisher tried for 
several years to find funding for a land 
train. A land train looks like a regu-
lar train, but has tires instead of train 
wheels and can travel on city streets.

“When we saw a similar train at the 
Agriculture and Forestry Museum in 
Jackson, we realized we could have 
one built just like we wanted,” Boyd 
said. John Jacobsen designed the train 
at the Ag Museum and provided a 
“wealth of knowledge for us.” Jacob-
sen, a board member of the Mississip-
pi Agriculture and Forestry Museum 
Foundation, helped Boyd and others 
to get the Depot museum going in 
Clinton, providing assistance with the 
model train displays and much more.

Independent Metal Craft in Clinton 
fabricated the train by using Jacob-
sen’s design and also applying their 
own special brand of ingenuity. Dee 
Warren, the owner and president of 
Independent Metal Craft, or IMC, said 
his crew was given a Kubota tractor to 
use for the train’s engine. 
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Main Street Clinton and the Clin-
ton Chamber of Commerce are hard 
at work to bring one of 2018’s biggest 
highlights back to Olde Towne Clinton.

“Taste the Town” is set for Thursday, 
April 25, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on the 
brick streets, with a host of local restau-
rants on hand with samples of their best 
menu items.

For only $20 per person, hungry sam-
plers can taste an array of different of-
ferings, with each restaurant showcas-
ing two dishes for the crowd to sample 
in tents lining Jefferson Street. 

Tea, lemonade or water will be in-
cluded in the ticket price, but adults can 
also enjoy the Olde Towne Entertain-
ment District with a craft beer, wine or 

“We stripped it down and clad it in 
metal to make it look like a locomo-
tive,” he said. “We designed and built 
the fender well, a barrel shape for the 
front of the train, and made all of it re-
movable.” 

The engine’s exhaust and cooling 
system had to be reworked, and the de-
sign had to be as safe as possible. Joey 
LaRue did all of the metal fabrication, 

mixed drink available for purchase from 
downtown restaurant 303 Jefferson and 
The Bank by Pizza Shack.

Live music will be played as guests 
roam from table to table satisfying their 
appetites with local fa-
vorites like Froghead 
Grill’s bread pudding 
or a sweet treat from 
Meme’s Brick Street 
Bakery.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for our citizens to 
enjoy food from our lo-
cal restaurants that they 
may not have eaten at 
yet,” said TJ McSparrin, Director of the 
Clinton Chamber of Commerce. “We 
will have samples from new establish-
ments like Dutch’s Oven, The Country 

and Dylan Butler handled all of the 
painting.

When asked if building a train was 
an unusual project for IMC, Warren 
said: “It seems like our shop always 
gets unusual projects.”

The cars for the city’s train were 
constructed using a base of four small 
trailers. 

“We redesigned them, installed 

Kitchen and Fuzzy’s Taco Shop, as well 
as new items from longstanding restau-
rants like Fox’s Pizza, Taste of India, 
Mazzio’s and Chick-fil-a. We are excit-
ed to spotlight these restaurants and re-

mind our community what 
is offered in their own back 
yard.”

A variety of foods will 
be available to sample. 
Southern comfort food, 
Mexican favorites and Ital-
ian cuisine will ensure ev-
eryone will find something 
to curb their cravings. 

To purchase tickets, visit 
www.mainstreetclintonms.com/taste. 

For additional information, contact 
the Main Street Clinton office at 601-
924-5472.

stainless steel seats, and put a canopy 
on top.” On Friday, April 5, IMC was 
working on the final car for the train, 
a handicap-accessible caboose. Warren 
explained that the trailer is being rede-
signed to drop down lower in the back 
to accommodate a sort of drawbridge 
that will lower to allow wheelchairs to 
board the caboose.

The train pulls four passenger cars 
plus the handicap-accessible caboose 
behind it. The passenger cars accom-
modate four to six adults or six to eight 
children, Boyd said. 

“It will be used mostly at city special 
events, some at the park, some Main 
Street and some Depot events.” 

The Depot hosts monthly reading 
events for kids called the Reading 
Railroad. Children read a book and do 
a craft. Beginning in May, after read-
ing a book and doing a craft, kids will 
get to go for a short train ride through 
Olde Towne.

During city events, particularly 
during park events, the train will serve 
as a shuttle. The train is also available 
for rent by nonprofit organizations for 
public events within the city limits, 
Boyd said.

“The train will be a great asset for 
City use,” said Mayor Phil Fisher. “It 
will take people from Traceway to 
Olde Towne when brick street events 

New train rolls into Clinton Depot; caboose to follow

Taste the Town comes back to brick streets
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Turner the Train is at home at the Olde Towne Depot, ready to give rides around Olde 
Towne for special events.
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