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Special to The Clinton Courier 

Starry Night is the name of the clas-
sic piece of work that Vincent van 
Gogh painted on canvas. The origi-
nal occupies a prominent place at the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York 
City.

Crafted in 1889, it was created a 
year before the gifted Dutch post-im-
pressionist artist died. Starry Night 
depicts his view outside his asylum 
room window at night. Van Gogh 
painted the art classic from memory 
during daylight hours.

Working with Mississippi College 
art professor Albert Smathers, Clinton 
Christian Academy students recently 
painted their own version of the piece 
of art, creating a nine-foot by four-
teen-foot painting on canvas in the 
manner of the van Gogh original. The 
art work served as a theme backdrop 
for CCA’s spring prom, hung center 
stage at the prom venue, Duling Hall, 
in Jackson’s historic Fondren arts dis-
trict.

Clinton Christian Academy soph-
omores helping with the painting in-
cluded the professor’s daughter, Si-
enna. Other CCA students assisting 

with the painting were Ryan Fields, 
Lea Smith, Taylor Jones, Anna Cat 
Markham and Shiven Patel.

“It was appreciated by all who saw 
it,’’ the MC art professor said.

The junior class at Clinton Christian 
Academy raised the money for the 
cost of the supplies and to rent Duling 
Hall for the 2019 prom.

Born in the Netherlands in 1853, 
Van Gogh spent time at the asylum lo-
cated at Saint-Remy. Vincent Willem 
van Gogh is considered among the 
most famous and influential painters 
in the history of Western art. In just 
over a decade, he created some 2,100 
art pieces, including about 860 oil 
paintings, mostly during the last two 
years of his life. The Dutch painter 
died in France on July 29, 1890 at age 
thirty-seven.

Smathers says he thoroughly en-
joyed the experience working with the 
CCA teens as he does teaching Missis-
sippi College art students every year 
on the Clinton campus. He’s complet-
ed dozens of major murals, including 
one featured on the exterior wall of a 
Clinton business that’s visible to mo-
torists. Smathers is the founder of the 
Mississippi River School of Art.

Clinton Christian Academy students 
paint Vincent van Gogh classic
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Pictured (l to r) are Clinton Christian Academy students Sienna Smathers, Ryan Fields, Lea 
Smith, Taylor Jones, Anna Cat Markham and Shiven Patel with their rendition of the Starry 
Night’ classic by Dutch artist Vincent van Gogh. The students worked with Mississippi 
College art professor Albert Smathers to craft the work featured at CCA’s 2019 Spring 
Prom at Jackson’s Duling Hall.


