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Congratulations to Wayne Wilkinson, our latest contest winner!

May 18, 2019.

is now hiring part time Advertising Sales Reps

To apply, please e-mail resume and cover letter to:  
ClayMansell@TheClintonCourier.net

NOW HIRING

Special to The Clinton Courier 

Mississippi College is beginning an 
Honors College program on its Clinton 
campus. Erin Norcross will teach biolo-
gy classes, while handling other import-
ant duties as director of the new Honors 
College on the Clinton campus.

President Blake Thompson an-
nounced the Mississippi College initia-
tive during his March 29 inauguration 
address before 1,400 MC supporters.

“I’m extremely excited about this 
opportunity and what the new Honors 
College will mean for our students,’’ 
Norcross said.

The Madison resident brings valuable 
experience as an undergraduate enrolled 
in Boston University’s honors program 
nearly two decades ago.

“The vision of the Honors College at 
MC is to develop student leaders com-
mitted to academic excellence, spiritual 
maturity and civic engagement,’’ Nor-
cross said.

She envisions students challenged 
with a unique interdisciplinary approach 
to their studies. The undergraduates will 
also participate in a diverse array of ex-
tracurricular activities. They will live 
in MC’s newest University Place resi-
dence halls.

Many of the first fourteen incoming 
freshmen in the Honors College were 
introduced during inauguration cere-
monies on the Quad. They come from 
Mississippi, Texas, Alabama, Tennessee 
and Louisiana. There are eight women 
and six men enrolling. More students 
will be selected in coming years.

Representing diverse academic disci-
plines, the students should impact each 
other and be leaders to future Honors 
College classes, Norcross said.

Thanks to a gift from Mississippi 
businessman J.L. Holloway, the Hon-
ors College was created. Every Honors 
College student receives a four-year 
scholarship covering all costs of an edu-
cation at the Baptist-affiliated university 
starting with fall classes.

Norcross earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in 2002 from Boston University. 
She received her master’s at Mississippi 
College in the field.  The MC professor 

was awarded her doctorate in microbi-
ology and immunology at the Universi-
ty of Mississippi Medical Center.

Growing up in Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana, Norcross also lived in Iowa, Penn-
sylvania, Massachusetts and Virginia. 
She moved to Mississippi more than 
fifteen years ago. Dr. Norcross serves 
as president of MC’s Faculty Council. 
She wears many hats, but she says the 
Honors College remains a big priority.

Norcross and other professors will 
work closely with Honors College stu-
dents from nearby communities and 
others far from campus. Mississippians 
include Clinton High senior Gracie Phil-
lips, a singer/dancer with the nationally 
acclaimed Attache’ show choir. Others 
such as incoming freshman Brennan 
Moss come to Mississippi College from 
270 miles away, in Longview, Texas.

Additional Honors College newcom-
ers from metro Jackson are twin sisters 
Avery and Erin Hederman, both Jackson 
Academy Lady Raiders soccer stand-
outs. Others are future MC Choctaws 

football player Ridge Futral of Madison 
Ridgeland Academy, Madison resident 
Tyler Welch of Germantown High and 
Elizabeth Speed of Jackson Prep.

Ally Fortenberry of Forest, (Raleigh 
High), Kaylee Foster of Ocean Springs 
High, Luke Sims of Hattiesburg (Oak 
Grove High) and Marion Pohl, of Bay 
St. Louis (Bay High) round out the Mis-
sissippians selected. Foster excelled in 
her classrooms on the Gulf Coast, but 
her feat on the football field received 
national media coverage. 

Last fall, Foster was honored as 
Homecoming Queen at Ocean Springs 
High. Three hours later, she kicked the 
winning field goal for the Greyhounds 
football team in a fifteen to twelve over-
time triumph.

Wearing number fifteen, the Ocean 
Springs High senior appeared on ABC’s 
Good Morning America. The Gulf 
Coast resident began kicking on her 
soccer team in middle school.

Out-of-state students selected for the 
Honors College are: incoming fresh-

men Austin Goodman of Aliceville, 
Alabama (Pickens Academy), Todd 
McInnis of Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
(Episcopal High), Tori Hendren of Mil-
lington, Tennessee (Millington Central 
High). They join Texan Brennan Moss 
of Christian Heritage Classical School.

Michael Wright, director of freshmen 
enrollment, believes the inaugural Hon-
ors College class represents “an incredi-
ble example of MC’s total commitment 
to academic excellence and the cause of 
Christ.’’

Each student selected will be teamed 
with a career-specific mentor in their 
field. They can also take advantage of 
study abroad opportunities.

Going to Mississippi College free of 
charge sounds wonderful to students 
as well as their parents. “They will not 
have to pay a dime for their four years at 
MC,’’ Wright said.

With this first class admitted, Hon-
ors College leaders will recruit the next 
group of students who face a May 1, 
2020, deadline to apply. 

Honors College attracts MC freshmen
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Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Gracie Phillips, Elizabeth Speed, Tori Hendren, Ally Fortenberry, Avery Hederman, Erin Hederman, Marion Pohl and 
Kaylee Foster; and back row: Todd McCinnis, Tyler Welch, Brennen Moss, Ridge Futral and Austin Goodman.


