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By Clinton Mayor Phil Fisher

Last year, I spoke 
with you about an 
eff ort to determine 
Clinton’s direction 
through 2050. Called 
“Clinton Next,” more 
than three hundred 
Clintonians (of all 
ages) met and gave 
their input on our community needs. A 
special thanks to all that participated in 
“Clinton Next;” you served your City 
well.

We started by looking at various 
economic comparisons between Clin-
ton and nearby cities to get a realistic 
understanding of our income levels, 
housing cost and population – current 
and projected. The group then took 
on the task of determining the needs 
of today and tomorrow. Our goal was 
to provide guidance for economic de-
velopment and generate thoughts - for 
entrepreneurs, enthusiasts, organizers 
and volunteers - to develop businesses 
to meet the identifi ed needs. 

During the “Clinton Next” meetings, 
participants spoke in specifi c terms of 
what they would like to see by 2050. 
After listening to those attending, I be-
lieve all the ideas must consider four 
areas and serve as a mission statement: 

1. Maintain/improve quality of 
life, 

2. Develop a strong identity (fi nd a 
niche) in areas other than education 
(it’s going great, so leave it alone), 

3. Embrace the city’s international 
diversity, 

4. Provide avenues for community 
engagement. 

Everyone agreed that Clinton is 
known throughout the state for its high 
emphasis on education. Using a three-
legged stool for illustration, education 
represents one of the three legs re-
quired to balance a stool. But with only 
one leg (education), the stool falls over. 
What are the other two (or more legs) 
required to provide balance? What do 
Clintonians say Clinton represents? 
And how do we develop a plan point-
ing us in a direction that accomplishes 

area that enjoys a long-standing and 
active downtown area (Olde Towne) - 
built over time, not over weeks - with 
a legitimate history. Our Olde Towne 
events (56 events in 52 weeks) are 
well attended by all ages. Our parks 
host sporting events and a 4th of July 
celebration anticipated by all. These 
events are held in an atmosphere that 
allows children (and dogs) to play 
without fear of the dangers that disrupt 

other communities. Many realtors 
tell me couples, with or without 
children, comment on the “com-
munity feel” of our city. 

We have numerous churches 
representing diff erent faiths that 

work and live together with respect 
and without issues. Many of our 
neighborhoods enjoy active Home 
Owner Associations, and people 
make an eff ort to know their neigh-
bors. People still call the Mayor’s 
offi  ce - and talk directly to the 
Mayor - about problems big and 
small, because they care about the 
city. One interesting fact - every 
issue-driven e-mail or letter I get 
starts with the number of years 
the writer has lived in Clinton or 
the year of graduation from Clin-
ton High. 

These examples indicate a 
strong sense of community 
pride and an interest in Clin-
ton’s success. However, de-
fi ning “Community” as the 
second leg of our stool is 
more diffi  cult than defi ning 
“Education,” because it en-
compasses so any areas. As a 
guide, every “Clinton Next” 
discussion defi ned “Commu-
nity” using words such as:

a. “A City that respects oth-
ers and embraces the strength 

diversity brings.”
b. “A City where children can play 

and families can live safely.”
c. “A City with expanding oppor-

tunities for events in entertainment, 
sports, and the arts promoting the val-
ues of a family-oriented City.”

the growth “Clinton Next” proposes 
while retaining that special “thing” 
that is Clinton? 

After long discussions, the infor-
mation gathered built a foundation for 
positive growth while maintaining the 
values this city holds dear. We added 
three more legs to our stool (Com-
munity, Recreational Tourism, and 
Economic Opportunity). In one form 
or another, these three legs have been 
talked in the past, but not combined 
in a single plan. If nothing else, 
“Clinton Next” confi rmed what we 
already knew. As you read this, I 
believe you will agree.

Some of these activities can begin 
immediately; some will be accom-
plished in the short term, while oth-
ers will be long term (2050). A few 
of these are specifi c to City govern-
ment, some are specifi c to the private 
sector, and others will require a pub-
lic/private eff ort. Almost all bring 
dollars to Clinton. As you read the 
“Clinton Next” suggestions below, 
note the designation of who I believe 
is responsible for the task – Pub-
lic (government), Private (private 
sector), Education (the appropriate 
level of school), Public/Private (a 
collaboration of government and 
the private sector).

So, what does our (now) four-
legged stool look like?

First Leg - Education
Education is the fi rst leg of the 

stool, and Clinton already has 
that covered. A child’s education 
is possible from pre-school to 
PhD, in the best schools this state 
off ers – public, private, home 
schooled, and at the collegiate 
level. With multiple activities 
available to stimulate the in-
terest and imaginations of all 
students, our educational oppor-
tunities produce the highest cali-
ber of adults. 

Second Leg - Community
We are the only City in the metro 

“Clinton Next” off ers opportunity for all to make a diff erence
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