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Lunch – Monday - Friday: 11-2 • Dinner  –  Monday - Thursday: 5-9 • Friday 5 - 10 • Saturday 11 - 10
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Like us on Facebook to stay up 
to date on our specials and   
seasonal menu offerings! 

fb.com/thenawlinsgrill

Come for the food, Stay for the atmosphere.
The flavor of new orleans in the heart of Clinton.

Come for the food, Stay for the atmosphere.
The flavor of new orleans in the heart of Clinton.

Summer specials include healthy new salads,
fresh fruits and vegetables from the farmers market,

and the famous Muffaletta sandwich.

Outstanding
Employee of the Month Fresh fish

black grouper
red snapper

swordfish

Prime Beef
Serving only the finest prime steaks

JARVIS GATLIN

Special to The Clinton Courier 

Attracting more than 5,000 stu-
dents to Mississippi College’s summer 
camps takes lots of hard work in June 
and July.

University offi  cials expect their 2019 
summer camp season at MC to be as 
busy as a year ago. There were 5,078 
campers booked for Super Summer, 
MFuge, cheerleading and other activ-
ities in 2018. Kids traveled to the Clin-
ton campus to build their faith, attend 
sports camps and enhance their music 
skills.

Expect President Blake Thompson 
to stay on the go welcoming campers 
from the cafeteria to the Quad, says 
Ken Gilliam, the university’s director 
of continuing education. “It’s an excit-
ing time to be involved with our camps 
at Mississippi College.”

In his nineteenth year overseeing 
MC’s summer camps, Gilliam points 
to many positives from the programs 
each season. Last year, there were 
1,332 students and adult sponsors at 
summer camps contributing 24,405 
hours of service, he noted. They helped 
more than forty Christian ministries.

The summer 2019 schedule kicks 
off  with the Lady Choctaws team 
shootout. The one-day basketball camp 
was held Saturday, June 1.

One of the biggest sports camps of 
the summer happens June 4. That’s 
when about three hundred high school 

football players invade the Clinton 
campus to work on their blocking, 
tackling and speed drills.

Off ense, defense and special teams 
will be stressed by MC Choctaws head 
football coach John Bland and his staff . 
The 2019 football camp will also uti-
lize coaches from the University of 
South Alabama and the University of 
Louisiana-Lafayette.

One of the other key dates is the Mis-
sissippi College summer music camp. 
It costs $500 for the week of instruc-
tion running from June 23 to June 28. 
Talented professors from the MC De-
partment of Music serve as guest in-
structors for the residential camp.

Professor Bob Knupp, the organist 
at Galloway United Methodist Church 
in Jackson, directs the popular camp. 
Typically, forty-fi ve to fi fty high school 
students enhance their skills, whether 
singing, playing musical instruments 
or via live stage performances.

The registration deadline will be 
June 15.

There are some new twists. “We are 
bringing back music technology and 
adding a series of classes on 1980s pop 
music,” Knupp says. “We look forward 
to camp every year – we enjoy the stu-
dents’ enthusiasm for music.”

The fi rst sizeable group of campers 
arrived June 3, with vans, buses and 

cars pulling into Clinton parking lots. 
Cheerleaders from Mississippi schools 
made the journey that day, as did Fuge 
campers.

Often the campers come from com-
munities across the South – from Tex-
as and Oklahoma to North Carolina, 
Arkansas, Alabama, Tennessee, Flori-
da, Georgia and Mississippi. Over the 
years, campers visited the Christian 
university from as far away as New 
Mexico, Kansas and Minnesota.

The fi nal big event on the calendar 
will be the arrival of Super Summer 
camps supported by the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention and churches state-
wide. Their fi ve days of camp ends 
July 19 to close out the season.

There were 1,300 Super Summer 
campers visiting MC in 2017 and about 
the same number a year ago.

Building their faith and leadership 
skills, campers travel to the Baptist-af-
fi liated university with youth pastors 
and plenty of parents.

The teens are “some of the best and 
brightest spiritually,” Gilliam said. 
The MC guests return to their church-
es with life changing experiences and 
new friends.

Each year, the camps receive a boost 
from counselors and staff  from Nash-
ville-based LifeWay.

Assisting Gilliam will be MC stu-
dents. MC undergrads monitor resi-
dence halls, distribute bottles of water 
to kids and make campers feel at home.

Summer camp season brings thousands to Clinton campus
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MC music campers and instructors at the Aven Fine Arts Building.


