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of furniture and provide 
for more seating.
Typically, the summer 

months on the Clinton 
campus provide “the es-
sential time to get in and 
repair facilities and equip-
ment we are not able to 
address during the regu-
lar academic year,” says 
Steve Stanford, vice pres-
ident for administration 
and government affairs.
The construction of eight 

new residential housing 
units on the East Campus 
that was formerly Clin-
ton Junior High will take 
about twelve months. The 

new units should be ready for students 
to move in for the Fall 2015 semester.
Other MC projects are just about 

completed, including the Mike Rice 
Baseball Field House, at nearby 

Special to The Clinton Courier

Jennings Hall roof repairs, construc-
tion of East Campus residential units, 
and improvements for a student eatery 
are among several projects planned 
this summer at Mississippi College.

Work will also contin-
ue on the new residence 
for President Lee Royce 
and his wife Rhoda, that 
overlooks Olde Towne 
Clinton. The Royces are
expected to move in 
sometime in August, MC 
officials say.
With MC alumnus Don 

Phillips and his wife, 
Sue, providing a gener-
ous lead gift, the spacious 
residence will be known 
as the Phillips House. 
On the site of the former 
Hilltop theater, the facil-
ity will be a popular spot 
to entertain Mississippi 
College faculty, staff, students, alum-
ni and guests for decades to come.
Other renovations include restrooms 

and showers at Whittington and Chres-
tman residence halls, among other 
projects, on the Clinton campus.

 Renovations at Hampsteads, the 
student eatery near Alumni Hall, will 
make it more like a convenient place 
for them to relax between classes, and 
less like a fast-food restaurant. The 
changes will bring several new pieces 

Special to The Clinton Courier 

Roofing work at Jennings Hall is one of several projects in the weeks and 
months ahead at Mississippi College.

Summer construction projects planned at Mississippi College

Clinton plans 25th Annual Family
Fireworks Extravaganza for July 4th
Special to The Clinton Courier 

On Friday, July 4, Clintonians are en-
couraged to go to Traceway Park for 
what organizers bill as the biggest and 
best Independence Day party in the met-
ro area.
The City of Clinton will host the 25th 

Annual Family Fireworks Extravaganza, 
a free family event sponsored by the 
Clinton Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and local businesses. Residents and 
visitors alike are invited to participate in 
a fun-filled evening of games and musi-
cal entertainment. Gates will open at 4 
p.m.
The event is preceded by the annual 

Cruisin’ Clinton Bike Ride, which starts at 7 a.m. Cost for the ride is $10, and 
three different route lengths are offered, 
including a family-friendly one. More in-
formation about the ride can be found on 
the City website at www.clintonms.org/

about/around-clinton/fourth-july/.
Headlining the 25th Annual Family 

Fireworks Extravaganza will be well-
known band Meet the Press. Founded 
by Biloxian Robert Collier, who took the 

name of his Biloxi-based ’80s rock band 
Meet the Press and teamed up with the 
former Spinners guitarist/vocalist An-
drew Thomas. They changed the sound 

Special to The Clinton Courier

Meet the Press will be the headline entertainment for the City’s 25th annual Fireworks Extravaganza.

See Cruisin’ Clinton 
bike ride on page 3.
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Special to The Clinton Courier 

Clinton will host their 27th Annual 
Family Fireworks Extravaganza on 
Monday, July 4. Dubbed by organiz-
ers as the biggest and best Indepen-
dence Day party in the metro area, 
the event will be held at Traceway 
Park. Residents and visitors alike 
are invited to participate in a fun-
filled evening of games and musical 
entertainment.
Headlining the 27th Annual Fam-

ily Fireworks Extravaganza will be 
two family-friendly artists. Hannah 
Belle (www.hannah-belle.com) will 
kick off the entertainment at 5 p.m., 
and regional favorite cover band 

27th Annual Family Fireworks 
Extravaganza planned for July 4

Photos special to The Clinton Courier 

Hannah Belle (left) will begin the evening’s entertainment at 5 p.m. 
and U.S Band (above) will headline the event, with their show set 
to start at 7:15 p.m.

U.S Band (www.uscanus.com) will 
begin at 7:15 p.m. 
Bike rides, kids’ activities, food, 

music and fireworks make the event 
memorable and bring Clintonians 
together to celebrate the nation’s 
birthday.
Before late afternoon and eve-

ning events get started, the 4th of 
July activities start rolling early on 
Monday morning, with the option 
for either a leisurely or a more chal-
lenging bike ride.
Crusin’ Clinton offers 62-, 42-, or 

11-mile bike rides. Check-in begins 
at 7 a.m. at the administrative offic-
es of the Parks and Recreation De-

Continental plans
town hall meeting
Special to The Clinton Courier

Continental Tire will host a town 
hall meeting to talk about the future 
of Continental in Mississippi. Set for 
Tuesday, June 21, from 6 p.m. until 
7:30 p.m. at Clinton High School, the 
meeting is open to the public, and res-
idents are encouraged to attend.

Construction crews stay busy at MC
Special to The Clinton Courier 

Hosting Mississippi College Choctaws 
basketball and volleyball games, gradu-
ations, concerts and summer camps, the 
A. E. Wood Coliseum remains one 
of Clinton’s landmarks.
Dedicated in 1977, the “Golden 

Dome” will undergo extensive re-
pairs through August. The project 
will cost an estimated $2.7 million. 
Improvements will focus on build-
ing repairs following damage from 
a 2013 hailstorm in central Missis-
sippi, and LED lighting upgrades.
Mississippi College’s Spring 

2016 commencement was held in 
the coliseum on May 7. Just days 
later, preliminary project work began. It 
should be completed prior to MC’s Au-
gust graduation ceremonies.
With 48,000 square feet, the Golden 

Dome is a popular venue, with a capac-
ity of 3,500 fans for basketball games 
and 4,000 visitors for stage events. The 
upper deck contains coaching offices. 
The lower deck houses dressing rooms 
and showers for athletic teams, along 

with concession stands.
Experts concluded that renovations 

were needed at the A.E. Wood Colise-
um following the detachment of several 
pieces of internal insulation after the 

powerful 2013 storm, said Steve Stan-
ford, vice president for administration 
and government affairs.
The bulk of the repairs will occur 

through July 25, but external caulking 
will continue into August, he said.
The Choctaws home court isn’t the 

only major project on Mississippi Col-
lege’s construction to-do list. Built in 
1962, Whittington Hall is scheduled 

for upgrades in the coming weeks. The 
facility off U.S. 80 will serve as an all-
freshmen men’s residence hall during 
the 2016-17 academic year.
Work will include extensive painting, 

floor replacement, lobby improve-
ments and other general repairs. 
Whittington’s HVAC system will 
also receive attention, includ-
ing mechanical servicing, and the 
cleaning of coils and duct work. 
The project will cost an estimated 
$350,000, Stanford said.
With 6,000 campers from fourteen 

states on their way to the Christian 
university in June and July, and 
classes in session, Mississippi Col-
lege stays busy during the summer 

months.
It’s also prime time for construction 

projects at the Baptist-affiliated univer-
sity. 
“Summer is a good time to address 

such needs, especially in residence 
halls,” Stanford said. Proper planning 
and coordination are essential at MC, he 
noted, as construction work on the Clin-
ton campus continues through August.

Special to The Clinton Courier A.E. Wood Coliseum

INSIDE:
Internet Transaction Zone ......3
Art in the Park..........................4
Teacher Incentive Package.....7
Public meeting set ..................9
Art Camp registration ...........10
Warrior Bonfire 

groundbreaking..................17
“Home Grown” 

pictures ........................ 20–21
Fresh at Five ..........................23
Nature Center camp ..............26
Leadership Clinton apps ......28
Sidewalk Sessions ................30
Crusin’ Clinton.......................34

3 YEARS

A look back in history throughA look back in history throughA look back in history throughA look back in history through Clinton Courier  Clinton Courier  Clinton Courier  Clinton Courier headlinesheadlines.The Clinton Courier The Clinton Courier 
7 YEARS7 YEARS7 YEARS

cont. on page 2

June 17, 2014
Volume 5, Number 12
Cl in ton ,  Miss iss ipp i

Clinton plans 25th Annual Family
Fireworks Extravaganza for July 4th
Special to The Clinton Courier 

On Friday, July 4, Clintonians are en-
couraged to go to Traceway Park for 
what organizers bill as the biggest and 
best Independence Day party in the met-
ro area.
The City of Clinton will host the 25th 

Annual Family Fireworks Extravaganza, 
a free family event sponsored by the 
Clinton Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and local businesses. Residents and 
visitors alike are invited to participate in 
a fun-filled evening of games and musi-
cal entertainment. Gates will open at 4 
p.m.
The event is preceded by the annual 

Cruisin’ Clinton Bike Ride, which starts at 7 a.m. Cost for the ride is $10, and 
three different route lengths are offered, 
including a family-friendly one. More in-
formation about the ride can be found on 
the City website at www.clintonms.org/

about/around-clinton/fourth-july/.
Headlining the 25th Annual Family 

Fireworks Extravaganza will be well-
known band Meet the Press. Founded 
by Biloxian Robert Collier, who took the 

name of his Biloxi-based ’80s rock band 
Meet the Press and teamed up with the 
former Spinners guitarist/vocalist An-
drew Thomas. They changed the sound 

Special to The Clinton Courier

Meet the Press will be the headline entertainment for the City’s 25th annual Fireworks Extravaganza.

See Cruisin’ Clinton 
bike ride on page 3.
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Special to The Clinton Courier 

Clinton will host their 27th Annual 
Family Fireworks Extravaganza on 
Monday, July 4. Dubbed by organiz-
ers as the biggest and best Indepen-
dence Day party in the metro area, 
the event will be held at Traceway 
Park. Residents and visitors alike 
are invited to participate in a fun-
filled evening of games and musical 
entertainment.
Headlining the 27th Annual Fam-

ily Fireworks Extravaganza will be 
two family-friendly artists. Hannah 
Belle (www.hannah-belle.com) will 
kick off the entertainment at 5 p.m., 
and regional favorite cover band 

27th Annual Family Fireworks 
Extravaganza planned for July 4
Special to The Clinton Courier 

Extravaganza planned for July 4
Special to The Clinton Courier 

Extravaganza planned for July 4
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Hannah Belle (left) will begin the evening’s entertainment at 5 p.m. 
and U.S Band (above) will headline the event, with their show set 
to start at 7:15 p.m.

U.S Band (www.uscanus.com) will 

Extravaganza planned for July 4
U.S Band (www.uscanus.com) will 

Extravaganza planned for July 4
begin at 7:15 p.m. 
Bike rides, kids’ activities, food, 

music and fireworks make the event 
memorable and bring Clintonians 
together to celebrate the nation’s 
birthday.
Before late afternoon and eve-

ning events get started, the 4th of 
July activities start rolling early on 
Monday morning, with the option 
for either a leisurely or a more chal-
lenging bike ride.
Crusin’ Clinton offers 62-, 42-, or 

11-mile bike rides. Check-in begins 
at 7 a.m. at the administrative offic-
es of the Parks and Recreation De-

Continental plans Construction crews stay busy at MC
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SHJHS faculty and staff  enjoy lunch
All photos Special to The Clinton Courier

The Sumner Hill Junior High School Health 
and PE Department provided a year-end lunch 
for the faculty and staff .


