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In Central Mississippi, severe 
weather can strike at any time, and 
Clinton Fire Department personnel 
remind residents to prepare for severe 
weather.  The City activates outdoor 
warning sirens when severe weather, 
such as a tornado, threatens the com-
munity. 

If severe weather is approaching 
Clinton and the warning sirens are 
heard, residents are 
encouraged to seek 
shelter immediately 
and monitor the TV 
and radio for further 
instructions.  Clin-
ton Fire Chief Jeff 
Blackledge reminds 
residents that outdoor 
warning sirens are a 
line of defense, but 
should not be a resi-
dent’s primary source 
of warning. 

"They [sirens] are 
exactly what it says. 
It's an outdoor warn-
ing siren system. In 
other words, it's designed, if you’re 
outside, to get your attention to seek 
shelter," said Blackledge.  Because 
of the airtight construction of newer 
homes, the siren sometimes cannot be 
heard inside a residence.  Sirens are 
tested monthly at noon on the first 
day of the month.  Residents who are 
unable to hear the siren can call 601-
925-1010.  

As experienced recently, spin-up 
tornados can occur quickly and with-
out warning.  In addition, winds can 
affect siren sounds, causing the alert 
to be unheard.  Blackledge suggests 
residents plan on utilizing multiple 
tools to be alert during severe weath-
er, such as a weather radio with a 
battery backup and weather apps for 
phones. Weather radios can be pro-
grammed to alert those inside of ap-
proaching weather in a specific geo-
graphic location.  There are multiple 
free or low-cost severe weather warn-
ing and tracking apps available for 
both IPhone and Android platforms, 
said Blackledge.    

In addition to warning sirens and 
weather radios and apps, Clintonians 
also have access to the CodeRED 
alert system, which sends emergency 
messages to landlines, cell phones, 
text and email.  Any citizen of Clinton 
who has a landline is automatically 
enrolled in CodeRED through the 911 
database. 

CodeRED notifications are used for 
emergencies, such as severe weath-
er alerts or evacuation notifications.  
If a recipient misses answering a 
CodeRED call, they can redial the 
number on the caller ID to hear the 
last message delivered to the phone 
through the CodeRED system. The 
system is monitored 24/7, and alerts 
are generated automatically after 
warnings have been issued by the 

reinforced with concrete, as well as 
steel doors to protect against debris 
projectiles.  It is intended to provide 
protection during a short-term extreme 
wind event such as a tornado and is 
not a recovery shelter or a shelter that 
can be used as a warming or cooling 
center. According to FEMA, the av-
erage maximum stay is approx-

National Weather Service. CodeRED 
Weather Warning is designed to rap-
idly alert citizens in the path of severe 
weather with the purpose of keeping 
residents safe.

CodeRED also has a mobile app, 
giving additional access to emergency 
notifications and general information 
directly from a smart phone. The app 
is geo-aware, only giving notifica-
tions for a specific area. After a user 

registers a profile, the 
latest weather alerts 
and emergency mes-
sages are delivered 
directly to the phone.  
Citizens who would 
like to receive alerts 
via cell, text or email 
may enroll by visiting 
the CodeRED enroll-
ment website. Citi-
zens are urged to read 
more about CodeRED 
and enroll by visiting 
www.clintonms.org/

departments/services/
fire/code-red.

Clinton has twen-
ty-two sirens located in the city, each 
covering a one- to two-mile radi-
us and placed in the heaviest 
populated areas.  Locations 
include Northside Drive 
at Industrial Park, Tin-
nin Road south of Quail 
Hollow, Arrow Drive, 
Magnolia Road, Lindale 
Drive, Vernon Road at 
Dawson, Speedway Trail-
er Park, Clinton-Raymond 
at Trailwood Drive, Johnston 
Place, Midway Road south of 
Country Meadows, North McRa-
ven at the Church of Christ, Trace-
way baseball fields, Fire Station #2, 
Royal Oak Drive, Highway 80 at 
Mississippi College, North Front-
age Road at Harper Quarters, Norrell 
Road at Northside Drive, Williamson 
Road east of Dennery Farms, Wil-
liamson Road east of 3338 William-
son, Tinnin Road at Williamson, Wil-
liamson Road at Pinehaven, and the 
MCC Building.

To help ensure communications can 
continue during emergencies, each 
Clinton fire station is maintained with 
generators, internet and communica-
tions equipment, which enables the 
City to have a redundancy of interop-
erability venues to keep residents in-
formed and also allows officials to de-
velop and apply numerous emergency 
tactics when necessary.

Clinton’s new Fire Station 4, locat-
ed at 1973 Pinehaven Road, also has 
a community safe room available for 
residents to use during severe weather 
events. 

The safe room is open during torna-
do watches or warnings and remains 
open until severe weather has abated 
and the National Weather Service has 
canceled warnings and watches, or if 
they have expired.  The safe room is 

imately two hours.  The shelter can 
safely hold up to seventy-six resi-
dents.

When severe weather is anticipated, 
Fire Station 4 personnel are alerted, 
and City leaders receive regular up-
dates from local emergency manage-
ment officials in case a potential need 
for shelter arises.

In compliance with FEMA regula-
tions, no pets except service animals 
are allowed in the safe room. The City 
makes this area available as a service 
to the community, and the City is not 

responsible for accidents or inju-
ries occurring while the safe 
room is in use by communi-
ty members. For the protec-
tion and safety of all, guests 

who elect to use the safe 
room are asked to comply 

with all requests from 
FEMA safe room hosts 
and remain inside the 
shelters until the severe 
weather has passed

In addition, Fire Sta-
tion 4 is equipped with an 
emergency generator and 
extra power outlets to al-
low residents with medi-

cal devices a safe place to 
charge their critical devices 

following a disaster or during 
prolonged power outages.
The Clinton Fire Department 

provides emergency medical 
response, fire suppression, fire 

prevention, safety training for per-
sonnel, and fire and life safety edu-

cation for the public. The department 
is a non-patient transport department 
providing advanced and basic life 
support.  All paramedics are trained in 
advanced cardiac life support, pediat-
ric advanced life support, basic trau-
ma life support and advanced medical 
life support. In addition, the Fire De-
partment provides annual inspections 
for businesses. 

Chief Blackledge reminds residents 
that in the end, it's up to the individual 
to decide to be “storm ready.”

For more information about the 
Clinton Fire Department and storm 
preparedness, visit 
clintonms.org/departments/services/fire.
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Fire Station 4 on Pinehaven Drive offers a community safe room for use during 
impending severe weather.
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