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Have a Safe, Happy & Memorable 4th of July & Please Drive Safely!
On the road or around town, we’ll get you there and back safely!

Have a Safe, Happy and Memorable Fourth of July Everyone!
Please Drive Safely!

Special to The Clinton Courier

School buses don’t just run in the 
mornings and afternoons.
“Our routes start running around 6 a.m. 

and continue until about 8:30,” said 
Clinton Public School District Trans-
portation Director Donny Gray. “There 
are also shuttles during the day taking 
students to classes on other campuses 
and occasional field trips.”
With school about to start, the Clinton 

Public School District is encouraging 
drivers to slow down and take extreme 
caution when approaching and driving 
through school zones, and to drive with 
caution throughout the school day.
“Also, be aware of children playing 

or walking near bus stops,” Gray said. 
“Slow down when you see the yellow 
flashing lights on a school bus, and be 
prepared to stop when they change to 
red. Never pass a bus with its red light 
flashing. It is illegal to do this, and it 
puts children in danger.”
During the 2018-19 school year, bus 

drivers reported multiple incidents of 
other drivers ignoring the stop sign and 
flashing lights and illegally passing bus-
es when children were getting on or off. 
CPSD partners with the Clinton Police 
Department to encourage safety around 
bus stops and schools, and such inci-
dents are reported to police. 
“We are transporting children on these 

buses,” said Dr. Tim Martin, superin-
tendent of schools. “If you are driving 

said. “This immediately forms a mix-
ture which quickly coats the road with 
a dangerous slick film. High speeds on 
roadways where there is water present 
can cause a vehicle to hydroplane out of 
control.”
For more information, bus routes and 

safety tips, visit the CPSD Transporta-
tion Department Web site at: 
http://clintonpublicschools.com/domain/23.

and see a school bus, keep that in mind 
before you text and drive or if you’re 
thinking about passing a stopped bus 
that has its lights flashing.”
In inclement weather all motorists 

should slow down. The opening min-
utes of rain or drizzle are the most dan-
gerous.  
“That’s when the water loosens all 

the accumulated dirt and oil,” Gray 

Drivers urged to use caution during morning, afternoon bus routes
Rules for students:
• Arrive at the bus stop five minutes 

before the bus arrives.

• Wait until the bus comes to a complete 
stop and the driver signals you to 
board.

• Take your seat as soon as possible, and 
remain seated, facing forward.

• Keep all your belongings on your lap 
and out of the aisle.

• Follow the driver’s instructions at all 
times.

• Talk quietly with your neighbors, 
and avoid making noises that would 
distract the driver or bother others 
on the bus.

• To exit the bus, wait until the bus comes 
to a complete stop before standing up.

• If you must cross the street after you 
get off the bus, walk ten giant steps 
ahead of the bus, wait for the driver’s 
signal to cross and then look both 
ways before you cross.

• Stay out of the danger zone (10 feet 
around all sides of the bus). 

• Never run back to the bus, stoop down 
or crawl near the bus, even if you drop 
or forget something.
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