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Arrows 1-1 after big upset
road win at Olive Branch

By Danny C. Smith

Before the season started, many
felt Clinton could play seven games
before winning a game. After all,
Clinton would face six teams in the
Top 10 in its first six games.

But, after the Ar-

rows’ stunning
13-7 road win over
#7-ranked Ol-
ive Branch on Au-
gust 30, CHS looks
like a contender in
2019.  Clinton is
now 1-1 after a clos-
er-than-the-score-in-
dicated opening 32-22
loss to Pearl at home.
The Arrows will host
pre-season #3-ranked
and longtime rival
Brandon Friday night,
September 6, at 7 p.m.
at Arrow Field.

Ironically, then also
unranked Clinton
defeated  #2-ranked
Olive Branch 17-13
on the same field on
November 12, 2004,
in the opening round
of the 2004 playoffs.
At the time, that win
was considered one of
the biggest road wins
in Arrow football his-
tory. But Friday's win
ranks right up there
with it, especially con-
sidering Olive Branch
(OB) finished 12-2 in

CHS held the ball almost thirty min-
utes of the forty-eight minutes, with
29 min 19 seconds compared to OB's
18:41. The first half was more one
sided, with Clinton holding the ball
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carries and 176 total yards of offense.
Olive Branch did not gain a first
down in the first half. CHS forced
three turnovers, two fumbles and an
interception.
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2017 and 2018, with
their only losses over
the last two years be-
ing to Class SA State
Champion West Point.

The Arrows, with a strong running
game, dominated the time of posses-
sion and, with a stellar defense play,
were able to upset the highly ranked
Conquistadors.

"l am very proud of our team to-
night and how they traveled three
hours to play in a hostile environ-
ment against a top ten ranked team
and find a way to win," said Arrows
head coach Judd Boswell. "We're
still a young team and have a lot to
improve on, but these guys just found
a way to win against a good team on
the road tonight."

A look at time of possession helps
tell the story of how the upstart Ar-
rows walked off the field a winner
200 miles to the north of Clinton.

16:27 to 7:27. Clinton ran 53 plays,
compared to 37 for Olive Branch.
"We were able to run the ball well
especially in the first half," said CHS
offensive coordinator Jeff
Stockstill. "We want-
ed to control the
clock and keep
our defense off
the field, and
we were able to
do that."
And  when
the defense was
on the field,
they stopped
the Conquistadors
and got turnovers.
The Arrow defense
limited OB to 48 yards rushing on 23
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"We played real good against the
run," said CHS defensive coordina-
tor Hamer Morgan. "We've got some
young defensive backs and gave up
some big pass plays in the second

half. We've got to get that correct-
ed."
In the second peri-
od, after the defense

forced OB to punt
out of its own end
zone,  Clinton's
offense ground it

out and moved 22

yards to the Con-

quistador 15, where

junior kicker Carson Bare-

foot was good on a 33-yard field
goal to make it 3-0.

OB scored on their first possession

of the second half to go up 7-3.

Clinton answered quickly after
Antonio Thompson's interception on
OB’s next possession. The key play
on the drive to take back the lead was
QB Caleb Miller's 18-
yard pass to Michael
Hughes to the OB
eleven yard line. One
play later, Jeremy
Hughes took a hand-
off and ran around
right end 11 yards to
score. Barefoot's ex-
tra point put Clinton
back ahead 10-7 with
4:44 left in the third.
Three minutes later,
Barefoot's 31 yard
field goal made it 13-
7

A big play by the
Arrow defense pre-
served the win. With
the Conquistadors
driving for possible
winning points, OB
running back Jeffries
Preston was hit hard
at the Arrow one yard
line by sophomore
Robin Gray, forcing
a fumble in the end
zone for a touchback
with only 1:59 Ieft.
Miller and the offense
ran the clock out for
the upset win.

“That was a big
play that helped us
win," said Boswell.
"This was only his
[Gray's] second var-
sity game to play in,
and he plays both ways for us. We 've
got a lot of other young players just
like him that only get better every
week that they play."

A week earlier, the Arrows almost
pulled off an upset win at home
against #5 Pearl. After falling behind
12-0 in the first quarter, the Arrows
battled back to cut the Pirate lead to
25-22 with a minute left. But the Ar-
rows were out of timeouts, and Pearl
broke a long run in the final seconds
to make it 32-22.

For the Arrows, freshman running
back JaKobe Calvin was impressive,
scoring two touchdowns for Clinton
on runs of 13 and one yards. Junior
Omauree scored on a five-yard run,
and Miller had a two point conver-
sion run.




