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A&W Restaurant
Albrecht Funeral Home
Apfel Ehlert Funeral Home
ANEW Insurance Agency
Coachman’s Golf Resort
Creekview Par 3
Deegan's Hardware
de Moya-Cotter family
Dr. Mark Irgens, DDS
Healthy Edgerton
Edgerton Lions Club
Edgerton Reporter
Edgerton Towne Country Club
Edgerton Veterinary Clinic
Edgerton Vision Center
Farrington Family
Fox-Rusch Family

G. Fox & Son Construction
Grams Insurance Agency
I 90 Enterprises
J. Becker Construction
Kwik Trip
Nelson-Young Lumber
Once Upon a Blossom
Oren's Auto Body
Petry Chiropractic and Wellness
Piggly Wiggly Supermarket
R.T. Fox Construction
Reitz Dental
Simmons Auto Body
State Farm Insurance Agency
Steponkus Tax Service
Steve's 51 Repair
Steve Hazzard

Subway
Teresa Dixon
Three Blind Mice
Two Brothers / Red Baron / Lounge 1848
Applebees
Beloit Snappers
Buffalo Wild Wings
Hometown Buffet
Mac's Pizza Shack
Madison Mallards
Movies 16
Mt. Olympus/Top Secret
ServePro of Madison
Smith Photography
The Buckle, Inc.
Vitense Golfland
Williams Family

BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS WHO MADE DONATIONS:

Junior Class Post Prom Party 2019
The Post Prom Committee would like to extend the following thank you’s:

Dr. Mark Coombs, Schyler Gundlach, Staci Hansen, Steve Hazzard, Pete Lien, Mark Tate

PARENTS WHO CHAPERONED ALONG WITH US THAT EVENING:

Dakota Donelly, Sylvia Fox, Ella Gorski, Olivia Guertin, Samantha Johnston, Isabel Kotnour, Brianna Leider, Zoe Lien, 
Leyla Ninmer, Shannon Rusch, Jessi Salimes, and Ashley Ulset

STUDENTS WHO HELPED RUN CARNIVAL GAMES AND LIFEGUARD:

Bob Bauer, Wendy Bauer, Renae Becker, Margaret Cotter, Penny Danks, Steven Doll, Tracy Deavers, Amy Farrington,
Jodi Gorski, Jennifer Greenberg, Staci Hansen, Steve Hazzard, Jana Hurda, Pam Jung, Kim Lien, and Julie Ulset

FAMILIES WHO PROVIDED FOOD :

Jen Dail, Meghan Glick, Tom Helgestad, Jim Kalupa, Brandon Pfaff, Andy Richardson

EXTRA THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS:

Your support provided a safe and fun event for almost 90 students. Many, many prizes were 
awarded, including these grand prizes: Coachman's Golf Package - Mimi Thompson, Snowboard -
Brice Christianson, Mini Fridge - Naomi Wescott, Soundbar - Bryce Tate, Badger Bag Toss - Jonah
Doll, Airpods - Taylor Shaw, Simmons Auto Body Detail Package - Payton Bills, Smith Photography 
Senior Sessions - Trevor Wilkinson and Kenna McCauley, Bluetooth Portable Speaker - Brandy 
Perez, and the GRAND PRIZE winners each won two round-trip tickets to anywhere Southwest 

Airlines Flies - Kileigh Gorski and Cameron Heiser!

We sincerely appreciate everyone’s generosity!
The 2019 Post Prom Committee: Kirsten Almo, Holly Fox, Nolan Fox, 

Minnie Fox-Rusch, Ryen Hazzard, Sandy Heiser, Brandy Perez, Brian Rusch, 
Bryce Tate, Lisa Tate, Jill Wileman, Tammy Wilkinson and Trevor Wilkinson

Ad donated by the Edgerton Reporter

Rezones lead to hamlet and farmland deliberations in Albion
By Tristan McGough
Special to the Reporter

The Albion Board of Super-
visors considered three land pe-
titions within its agenda, but
only after the Plan Commission
(PC) had thoroughly vetted
those petitions at the dual town
hall meeting on Tuesday, May
7, 2019.
The PC convened at 6:30

p.m. sharp, with Commissioner
and former Chair Claude Ra-
dermacher presiding over the
meeting due to Chair Kim
Olson’s absence. The first item
called within context of a pub-
lic hearing was a petition from
James Jelinek, who owns the
parcel located at 89 Winnebago
Dr., Edgerton.
Jelinek was asking to rezone

.57 acres from SFR-08 (Single
Family Residential, Small Lot)
to HAM-R (Hamlet Residen-

tial), which is one of the new
zoning districts recently rolled-
out by Dane County alongside
adoption of its fully revised
Comprehensive Plan.
With the newly minted

Hamlet designation, certain
neighborhoods and communi-
ties with small residential
acreage will undergo zoning
transformations, moving from
previous zoning categories to
Hamlet ones. 
This certainly affects the

hamlet of Albion, and may oth-
ers, such as the Koshkonong
Manor Subdivision at the lake’s
western shore. The advantage
of a Hamlet Residential lot is,
primarily, to be grandfathered
into a home and lot configura-
tion that is non-
conforming with existing zon-
ing requirements, most often
setback requirements for a
dwelling from the applicable

right-of-way.
Commissioners discussed

the prospect of having numer-
ous serial petitions submitted to
rezone each to a Hamlet dis-
trict. They deliberated, “Rather
than deal with a steady flux of
Albion and, perhaps, other
township residents filing for re-
zoning, couldn’t the Town or,
maybe, the County, pass a blan-
ket resolution to rezone the af-
fected properties?”
Though they decided–after

some discussion–to pursue this
matter administratively, the pe-
tition at-hand from Jelinek
called attention to the setback
issue. In this case, the change
in zoning would reduce the
minimum setback requirement
for the rear yard so that Je-
linek’s property would be in
zoning conformance.
Though Radermacher re-

peated his desire to see these

kind of petitions “Be done-with
at one meeting and through one
blanket motion,” he and the
other PC members concurred
that Jelinek’s request for the
zoning change to Hamlet should
be granted, and they did so.
The second zoning request

came from Ronald Trachte,
owner of the property at 1397
Ramsey Rd., Stoughton. His
request was accompanied by
another, the third of the
evening, relating to a Condi-
tional Use Permit (CUP) for the
same property.
Trachte would like to see

35.8 acres of his sizable farm-
land rezoned from FP-35 (Gen-
eral Farmland Preservation) to
RM-16 (Rural Mixed Use, 16
acres and up). The change
would allow, given the passage
of his companion CUP, his
daughters Natasha and Amanda
to operate a domestic pet
boarding facility. 
Though the lion’s share of

the 35 some acres would con-
tinue being used as farmland,
the loss of Farmland Preserva-
tion zoning concerned Rader-
macher, who wryly observed

that the town was seeing more
and more FP designated land
going some other zoning way.
Another option that the PC

did consider at some length
was something Dane County
Zoning had proposed as an al-
ternative to rezoning all 35 plus
acres: just rezone the footprint
of the pet grooming facility as
General Commercial (GC).
The property configuration
would then resemble a postage
stamp, where the GC is an is-
land in its surrounding FP hold-
ings.
Commissioners at the table

and board members on the
floor in the audience debated
the pros and cons of the
“postage stamp concept,” but
there was little support for all
the problems having a com-
mercially zoned property lie
there in perpetuity, its zone
transferred along with the deed
to the next possible owner, who
might not be wanting to operate
something so tame as a pet
boarding and grooming facility.
Consequently the PC passed

the zoning request for mixed-
use, along with the CUP, pro-

viding an extra condition that
any future expansion of the
proposed facility must be
brought before the Albion’s of-
ficials.
When these three PC rec-

ommendations were eventually
presented to the Board for ap-
proval, they all were expedi-
tiously dealt with in turn.
Albion Clerk Julie

Hanewall reminded Board
members that either way–gen-
eral commercial or mixed-use
on Trachte’s land–a CUP
would be required to operate
the planned pet facility, which
indicated that it will have reg-
ular grooming hours but will
provide 24/7 boarding of pets.
“We need this,” Chair

Robert Venske said prior to
passing both the rezone and
CUP for Trachte.
“We have no local grooming

or boarding like this. I think
this it’s good for Albion.”
“I agree,” supported Board

member Jeff Lehnherr.
The other Albion Board

members concurred; both Je-
linek and Trachte’s petitions
were all passed unanimously.

In April the district re-
sponded to 90 calls. It re-
sponded to an additional 11
inter-facility transfers, where a
patient is transported from one
medical facility to another by
ambulance. 
Such transfers are one of

the benefits of offering a para-
medic service, Pickering said.
He told trustees the district
screens calls for inter-facility
transfers, to make sure it does-
n’t lose money on performing
them. 
Some inter-facility transfer

requests are subject to Medi-
caid reimbursement rules that
discount the amount the district
is paid by 80 percent. Others
would require the district to
transport patients over long,
money-losing distances (Pick-
ering used as an example a dis-
tance of 100 miles). 
“It’s part of getting in to a

new business,” Pickering said
of the district’s efforts to assess
which requests to take. “Over-
all it’s positive . . . there are cer-
tain parts of your business you
want to be shy of and we’re just

figuring out what they are.” 
Other business

Trustees also took the fol-
lowing action last Thursday
night: 
—Elected the following

trustees as officers: John Sher-
man, president; Evan Sayre,
vice-president; Candy Davis,
secretary/treasurer 
—Moved $34,678 in 2018

operating surplus from the dis-
trict’s checking account the dis-
trict’s money market account 
—Paid bills in the amount

of $94,083.80.

Blood drive at fire station May 20
The Edgerton Fire Protection District

(EFPD) will hold a blood drive at the fire sta-
tion, 621 N. Main St., on Monday, May 20
from 1-5 p.m. The blood drive is being held
that day, Chief Randy Pickering said, to coin-
cide with National EMS Week, which runs

from May 19-25.
The EFPD will also hold a Fire/EMS day

at Edgerton Middle School on May 31, from
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. It’s the eleventh consec-
utive year the district has held such an event
at the middle school, Pickering said.

By Jeff Brown
Special to the Reporter

Two Memorial Day cere-
monies will be held in the
Edgerton area on Monday, May
27—one at the Edgerton Per-
forming Arts Center (EPAC),
200 Elm High Dr., and one at
the Fulton Cemetery, located
on Caledonia Road west of
Edgerton. 

EPAC 
A decorated Air National

Guard veteran will headline the
annual Memorial Day cere-
mony at the EPAC.
Chief Warrant Officer 5

Troy Bittner enlisted in the Illi-
nois Air National Guard in
1986. He went on to serve in
the Iowa Army National Guard
and the Wisconsin Army Na-
tional Guard. 
Bittner qualified as an AH-1

Cobra attack helicopter pilot in
1990. He has served as a pilot
and a maintenance officer in
Guatemala, Kuwait, Kosovo
and Iraq.
Bittner, who lives in Fulton

with his wife and two children,
has been awarded numerous
medals and ribbons for his serv-
ice, including the Bronze Star. 
The title of Bittner’s Memo-

rial Day address is “For Your
Tomorrow We Gave Our
Today.” The ceremony at the
EPAC starts at 10 a.m. 

Fulton Cemetery 
The ceremony at Fulton

Cemetery will begin at 10:30

a.m. The speaker will be David
Fjelstad, a former history
teacher and 2000 graduate of
Edgerton High School. 
A color guard made up of

Civil War re-enactors, led by
John Wedeward, will present
the colors and
fire a memorial
volley from
muzzleloaders. 
P a t r i o t i c

songs will be
performed by
Jeff Reese, the
Men of Music,
Jessi Salimes,
and Dan and
Chelsea Reilly. After the cere-
mony, children will lay flowers
on veterans’ graves, a tradition
that goes back 100 years, ac-
cording to Jim Raymond, the
event’s organizer. 
After the ceremony a

potluck lunch will be served at
Fulton Church.

Honor guard 
schedule  

A honor guard made up of
area veterans will perform hon-
ors at the following Edgerton-
area cemeteries on Monday,
May 27:
—Fassett Cemetery, Edger-

ton, South Main Street, 6:35
a.m. 
—Fulton Cemetery, Caledo-

nia Road., 6:50 a.m. 
—Stoughton, Wheeler

Prairie Town Road, 7:10 a.m. 
—Evergreen Cemetery, Al-

bion Road, 7:20 a.m. 

—Albion Prairie Cemetery,
State Highway 73, 7:30 a.m. 
—Cambridge, East Kosh-

konong Church Road, 7:40 a.m 
—Town of Albion, Sweet

Cemetery, Hillside Road, 7:50
a.m. 
—Town of Sumner,

Busseyville Cemetery, State
Highway 106, 8:10 a.m.
—Town of Milton, Rock

River Cemetery, Trescher
Road, 8:25 a.m. 

Chief Warrant Officer 5
Troy Bittner, a member of
the Wisconsin Army Na-
tional Guard, will speak at
the Memorial Day cere-
mony at the Edgerton Per-
forming Arts Center on
Monday, May 27.

Submitted photo

Memorial Day events planned

FJELSTAD

money raised. When asked how much money in
total was raised, Ken Heater, the mission’s Ex-
ecutive Director, advised the information is “not
available at this time.”
One flyer advertised sponsorship opportuni-

ties via donations ranging from $500 to $5,000.
As per the mission’s release, all of the sponsors
have been fully refunded. 
None of the 200 participants have accepted

the mission’s second offer for a refund. Heater
told the Edgerton Reporter via email on Monday
that there has been no police involvement at this
time but they are still researching options.
The Winston-Salem Journal confirmed that

the fraud department of the Winston-Salem po-
lice is not investigating the matter.
“No victim has come forward, and it is not

considered a societal crime,” Lt. Amy Gaudlin,
the department’s supervisor told the Winston-
Salem Journal.
At this time, no one has been able to contact

or locate Hillmer since the day of the event.
“Why Mr. Hillmer engaged in an elaborate

deception which yielded no financial benefit to
him remains as much a mystery to us as it does
to the community,” the mission’s release ex-
plained. “Attempts to reach him by our manage-
ment team have failed. We do not know his
whereabouts.”
The mission went on to note that Stricker has

been “exceptionally supportive and sympathetic”
and shown “great grace and understanding.” As
per Stricker’s manager Mario Tiziani, they do not
intend to pursue any criminal charges.

Golden Apple winners
The Edgerton School Board presented its 2019 Golden Apple Awards on Monday, May
6. The annual presentation of the awards honors outstanding community members for
their dedication and service to the students of the Edgerton School District. The win-
ners are pictured left to right: Molly Pfaff, Julia Garczynski and Becky Backhaus. An
open house was held at Edgerton High School, complete with cake and coffee, to
honor the three winners. 

Photo courtesy of Edgerton School District


