
Frank the
Tank night
Thursday is “Frank Kaminsky
Night” at UW-Madison. The 2015
consensus National Player of the
Year will be in attendance for the
Badger men’s basketball game
against Purdue and the University
of the Wisconsin will officially re-
tire his No. 44 jersey during a half-
time ceremony. Kaminsky, who is
in his third season with the Char-
lotte Hornets, will travel to Madi-
son during the NBA All-Star break
to take part in the celebration.  No. 44 will be just the second number to hang in the Kohl
Center rafters alongside Ab Nicholas’ No. 8. Photo from  “On Wisconsin” Magazine
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WRESTLING

Submitted by Nick Hanson

Tide wrestling advances 5 individuals 
After what Coach Hanson described as “not wrestling our best” the past few

weeks,  the Tide wrestlers hit the road Saturday, hungry for one more chance to
top perennial power- house Evansville.  But team results were all too similar.
The Blue Devils finished first, claiming the regional title with 227.5 team points.
Edgerton did, however, close the gap from the previous week; the Tide’s 196.5
points were good for regional runner-up. “The team had a great year, we’re still
relatively young. I think we proved this season we’re a factor in the conference
and regional competition in the years to come.”

While the team season came to a close, five individual wrestlers are still vying
for a spot in the state tournament.  The Tide finished with three regional champs:
sophomore Ryen Hazzard (106); sophomore Cole Bavery (132); and senior Carter

Strong showing at
Evansville Regionals 

Pathway® 
from Pekin Life Insurance Company

WWW.PEKININSURANCE.COM

Welcome to the Family.

Pekin Life Insurance Company is pleased to announce: 
Apfel Ehlert Funeral Home & Cremation Service, is now offering 

Pathway,® a life insurance/annuity program that is used exclusively to fund 
funeral arrangements.  Contact them to learn more.         

315 Lord St. Edgerton • 608-884-9466
Kevin & Jenifer Apfel, Funeral Directors/Owners

Leanne Cantwell, Preneed Insurance Specialist for Burial Agreements

The purpose of this communication is the solicitation of insurance.  Respondents will be contacted by a 
licensed agent from the funeral home who will offer the Pathway®  plan from Pekin Life Insurance Company, 

which is a life insurance policy or annuity that is used to fund a funeral prearrangement.

   

 These 5 Edgerton High School wrestlers, Carter Klein, Cole Bavery, Ryen Hazzard, Garrett Ison and Daniel
Clark, took either a 1st or 2nd place to be able to advance onto High School Sectionals.   Photo by Kathy Bavery

Tide wrestling advances 5 individuals

By Troy A. Bruzewski
Special to the Reporter

Things got only worse for Big
Foot in the second half. 

Already trailing by 27 points
at half time to the Edgerton boys
basketball team, the Chiefs were
held to 12 points in the second
half as the Crimson Tide cruised
to a 77-33 win at home on Tues-
day and extended their win streak
to four games.

Jacob Fox scored a game-high
18 points for Edgerton and when
combined with the 14 points from
Dan Zeimet, the Crimson Tide’s
scoring duo nearly outscored the
entire Big Foot roster. 

“We ran the court so well, but

it was our defense,” Edgerton
coach Daryl Fox said. “Gave up
only 12 points in the second half
and turnovers is what did it. We
forced a lot of them and it gave us
chances in the open court to
score.”

Kyle Wille added 11 points for
Edgerton with nine of them com-
ing off 3-point makes. It was the
third time this season the Crimson
Tide have scored 77 points in a
game; those efforts are topped
only by their 80-point perform-
ance against Milton in the season
opener. The 44-point differential
is their largest of the season.

“I don’t think (Big Foot)
wants to see our defense again
this season,” Daryl Fox said.

“Our defense is really good.”
The lopsided victory also will

help Edgerton’s bid for a No. 1
seed in the WIAA regional.
Though a share of the Rock Val-
ley Conference title has likely
eluded the Crimson Tide, their
14-4 overall record and 11-4 con-
ference mark put them in con-
tention for a top seed. 

“At worst, we’re (seeded) No.
2,” Daryl Fox said. “If we win
out, we probably get the No. 1
(seed).” 

Edgerton hosts Brodhead on
Saturday and plays at Jefferson
on Feb. 22 before concluding the
regular season at home against
Milwaukee Academy of Science
on Feb. 23. 

Streak reaches 4 as playoffs approach
BOYS BASKETBALL

By Troy A. Bruzewski
Special to the Reporter

The Edgerton girls basket-
ball team will try to do what the
prior five teams couldn’t. 

To begin WIAA post-season
competition, the Crimson Tide
will go to Richland Center on
Tuesday to earn a road victory
that has eluded each visitor the
past month. The Hornets have
won their last five home games
leading to the post-season, and
all but one since Jan. 1. 

Edgerton coach Mike
Schmidt said based on the lim-
ited scouting of Richland Cen-
ter to this point, he expects a lot
of play to happen in the paint. 

“(The Hornets) look to be
big,” he said. “I didn’t see a ton
of outside shooting, so we’ll
need to work on clamping
down on some posts.”

The Hornets are third in the
Southwest Wisconsin Confer-
ence and were 13-7 through 20
games this season. They recov-
ered from a four-game losing
streak that lasted into Decem-
ber by going 8-2 over their next
10, including a six-game win
streak. They were on a four-
game win streak entering this
final week of the regular sea-
son, which has two road games
for the Hornets. 

GIRLS BASKETBALL

See WRESTLING,  page 10

By Troy A. Bruzewski
Special to the Reporter

The Edgerton boys basket-
ball team held the lead when it
counted most. 

On Feb. 8, the Crimson Tide
sought a season sweep of
Evansville to extend their win
streak to three games. Despite
trailing since the scoreless tie
that started the game, Edgerton
made a late charge in the final
two minutes and escaped
Evansville with a 46-43 win. 

Late free throws from Clay-
ton Jenny and Alec Johnson
negated Zach Mielke’s effort
for the Blue Devils, which pro-

duced a game-high 24 points
and 19 rebounds. 

“We didn’t lead the entire
game until the last minute or
so,” Edgerton coach Daryl Fox
said. “But we had very bal-
anced scoring.”

Jenny finished with a team-
high 13 points and Dan Zeimet
added 12; both helped keep the
Crimson Tide within striking
distance through the first half.
After trailing by as many as
eight in the first half, they were
within two possessions at half
time, 28-24. 

Edgerton’s defense was

Playoff opponent hard to beat at home

Pictured above, Bethany Oren shoots a basket.
Photo by Kate McKaigSee GIRLS B-BALL,  page 10

Comeback downs Blue Devils
BOYS BASKETBALL

See BOYS B=BALL,  page 10
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Special Thanks to 2 Brothers Bar
and Grill for hosting this event!

    

SUNDAY FUNDAY
F O R  A  C A U S E

The Packers will be playing the
Panthers at 12, so come cheer on
the Packers and win some meat!!!

November 10 , 2019
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM

B U C K ET  R A F F L E S
5 0 / 5 0  R A F F L E
M E AT  R A F F L E S

116 W. Fulton St., Edgerton
PROCEEDS WILL GO TO THE 
ECO HUNGER RELIEF PROGRAMS

571 E. Richardson Springs Rd. in Newville • (608) 884-1800 • Open Daily 10-10 8 www.culvers.com

Thank You, Veterans.
Celebrating Veteran’s Day  •  Monday, Nov. 11

116 W. Fulton Street • 608.884.3088

112 W. Fulton Street • 608.884.0242

124 W. Fulton Street  •  608.884.0211

1102 N. Main Street  •  608.884.9866

The Banushi family 
and all of our employees

salute our Veterans. 

Thank you for 
your service.

FOOTBALL

Playoff loss can’t tarnish 
successful season

By Steven T. Slack
Special to the Reporter

The Tide had been 
going 1-0 for two straight 
months but couldn’t keep 
it rolling against River 
Valley. The Edgerton 
varsity football team lost 
46-3 in Spring Green to 
River Valley in Level Two 
of the WIAA Playoffs.

“ I t ’ s  u n f o r t u n a t e 
because I don’t think 
that game was a good 
indication of how we’re 
capable of playing,” head 
coach Mike Gregory said. 
“Or of how equal we 
actually were to them.”

The first quarter was 
a  precursor  to  how 
the game would go for 
the 9-2 Tide. After the 
defense gave up a 75-yard 
touchdown run, junior 
Drew Hanson marched 
the offense down the 
field and found senior 
Skyler Gullickson in the 
endzone for an apparent 
touchdown.

The referees declared 
that there was no catch 
and the Tide settled for a 
field goal. On the ensuing 
dr ive, the  Edger ton 
defense had seemingly 
stopped River Valley 
only for a defensive 
pass interference call 
to provide a new set of 
downs that the 2-seed 
turned into a touchdown.

T h o u g h  G r e g o r y 
disputes the accuracy of 

a number of calls through 
the game, he’s careful not 
to blame the referees.

“I don’t think it cost 
us  the  game. . . . (River 
Valley) is a good team,” 
Gregory told the Edgerton 
Reporter. “They did to us 
what we’ve been doing to 
other people all season 
where we just out-physical 
people. That night, the best 
team won.”

P l a y i n g  f r o m  t h e 
unfamil iar  posi t ion of 
b e i n g  d o w n  m u l t i p l e 
scores, Edgerton struggled. 
Hanson was 8-of-22 for 111 
yards and an interception. 
Senior Devin Jorgenson 
only got 12 carries totalling 
85 yards. River Valley 
racked up 468 total yards 
of offense against Edger-
ton’s usually stout defense.

River Valley will go on 
to face 5-seed Lakeside 
Lutheran who edged out 
the other last RVC repre-
sentative, Evansville, 14-6. 
Gregory believes River 
Val ley wi l l  move past 
Lakeside Lutheran but end 
up losing to powerhouse 
1-seed Catholic Memorial 
in the semi-final.

“Without  a  quest ion 
River Valley was the best 
team we played this year,” 
Gregory declared. “We 
had a great year and (this 
game) doesn’t change that.”

The Tide’s 8-1 conference 
record made them Co-Rock 
Va l l e y  C o n f e r e n c e 
champions for the first 

t ime s ince  20 13. This 
varsity squad will also be 
remembered for its sheer 
dominance of the RVC.

The defense posted three 
shutout victories helping 
the Tide to the conference’s 
best point differential. The 
offense posted 329 points 
while the defense allowed 
a meager 81, a confer-
ence-best mark.

“This  senior class  is 
going to go down as one of 
the best in school history,” 
Gregory said. “They’re the 
first class to win playoff 
games in back-to-back 
years. Their three playoff 
wins are the most in school 
history (for one class).”

Combine that with an 
RVC title and a 19-4 total 
record over two seasons 
and Gregory’s claim is 
wel l - founded. Gregory 
said his seniors provided 
a specific blueprint for the 
underclassmen to follow.

“ T h e  e f f o r t ,  t h e 
d e d i c a t i o n ,  t h e 
commitment they made 
to be successful.” Gregory 
listed what he’ll remember 
about the senior class 
b e f o r e  r e c a l l i n g  t h e 
challenge he laid out to 
his younger players on 
Monday.

“You’ve got to look into 
the mirror and ask yourself, 
‘What do I need to do to 
perform at that level?’ 
You’ve got to be honest 
with yourself. The seniors 
laid that plan out for them.”

SOCCER

Season offered silver 
linings despite record

By Steven T. Slack
Special to the Reporter

Even if the Tide’s record 
was disappointing, the 
season offered plenty to be 
proud of.

Sophomore Alec Frawley 
received second-team All 
Rock Valley Conference 
honors as a defender after 
being an honorable mention 
a season ago. 

S e n i o r  N o a h  Ru s s 
received an honorable 
mention for his efforts as 
a defender, a position he 
was switched to part-way 
through the season. Russ 
scored two goals in the Tide’s 
playoff win over Adams-
Friendship including one on 
a free kick that head coach 
Dean Wanless called “the 
best goal of the season.”

“Noah was a great utility 
player who we moved quite 
a bit,” Wanless wrote of Russ. 
“He has a very powerful 
kick and as a player worked 
very hard this season.”

Junior Ben Leikness was 
busy in the net all season 
and earned an honorable 
mention as goalie. With a 
young team that struggled 
to control the midfield, 
Leikness was constantly 
making saves and trying to 
keep the Tide in the game.

Wanless–who will not be 
returning to the position 
next season–believed his 
team made progress all 
season long.

“We had great growth 
from all of our players from 
the first game to our last,” 
Wanless said. “I am feeling 
very good about our team’s 
progress this year.”

The Tide dubbed junior 
Aiden Mikulcik its most 

improved varsity player. 
Sophomore Jose Gonzalez 
was given that title for the 
junior varsity squad.

The 12 juniors on the 
squad this year will need 
to learn from this team’s 
s truggles  in  order  to 
see better results next 
season. Along with Russ, 

Tyler Fuller was a senior 
contributor who will be 
missed.

“Tyler was also a versatile 
player that we could use in 
many positions on the field,” 
Wanless told the Edgerton 
Reporter. “He is a scrappy 
player that is fast and would 
not give up on their attack.”

Senior Noah Russ (4) received an all Rock Valley 
honorable mention as a defender. Russ also scored on 
a penalty kick coach Dean Wanless called “the best 
goal of the season.”

Photo by Steven T. Slack

SOCCER

Wanless resigns as soccer coach
By Steven T. Slack
Special to the Reporter

The 2019 fall season will 
be Dean Wanless’ last as 
Edgerton boys varsity soccer 
head coach.

“Change can be difficult, 
however, I know that there 
are great things in the future 
for this program,” Wanless 
told the Edgerton Reporter 
via email.

Wanless has served as the 
Tide’s head coach for eight 
seasons, ever since the sport 
began being offered again in 
2012. 

“I want to thank Mr. 
Wanless for his efforts 
over the last eight years in 
building the foundation for 

Edgerton Soccer,” Dr. Mark 
Coombs, Edgerton High 
School Principal wrote in a 
statement to the Edgerton 
Reporter. “He has devoted 
time, effort, and energy to 
establish the foundation of 
the high school program.”

Despite his best efforts, 
the UW-Platteville alumnus 
struggled to turn the program 
into a Rock Valley contender. 
His most successful season 
came in 2017 with a record 
of 3-10-2. Still, Wanless is 
grateful for the opportunity 
and believes in Edgerton’s 
soccer community.

“Over the past eight seasons 
I had a great time working with 
families and young athletes,” 
Wanless wrote. “We built 

this program from scratch, 
thanks to the help from the 
school district, coaches, parent 
support and the Edgerton 
Youth Program.”

Wanless will continue 
to teach math at Edgerton 
middle school and was called 
a “great asset to the school 
district” by Dr. Coombs. 
Despite the change being 
made, Dr. Coombs empha-
sized that he was “proud of the 
work (Wanless) has done.”

“Mr. Wanless has been a 
mentor to our student athletes 
and is a valued member of our 
district,” Dr. Coombs wrote. 
“The district is looking to build 
on the foundation he has built. 
We will be posting the position 
early in the new year.”


