
Community Ed Provides Theater Opportunities

Barnesville Community Education spring play presented Alice in Wonderland (and Back Again) in 2018. 

By: Chris Ellefson
The Barnesville Community 

Education provides two theater 
opportunities for students 
in Barnesville.  We offer a 
spring play for seventh to 12th 
graders and a summer play for 
Kindergarten to 10th graders.  
Both of these productions take 
place in the small gym at the 
Barnesville High School in 
what has been known to be 
called the cafegymatorium 
(old gym). One thing that 
is a benefit for Community 
Education is our talented 
director, Alissa Nibbe. She 
puts so much time and energy 
into every show. She seems 
to have a knack at getting the 
most out of her thespians.

The shows that Barnesville 
Community Education has in 
store for family’s this spring 
and summer include Sally 
Cotter and the Prisoner of Ala 
Katraz by Dean O’Carroll and 

Disney’s Aladdin Kids’.
Tryouts for the spring show 

took place at the beginning of 
March and the students are 
busy putting together this great 
production. The show will be 
on stage on Friday, May 3 and 
Saturday May 4, at 7:30 p.m. 
and again on Sunday, May 5. 
at 2:00 p.m. in the high school 
gym. 

The spring play is a parody 
based on the Harry Potter 
series. Sally Cotter is the main 
character and she is dreaming 
that she is a student at the 
bewitching Frogbull Academy 
of Sorcery. She is caught 
up in teenage drama as well 
as dealing with mysterious 
escaped convict Taurus Ford 
and battling her rival, Ursa 
Malaise, in the Gauntlet of 
Ire.  Will she triumph at the 
expense of helping her best 
friends, Dave and Harmonica, 

with their issues all while 
evading Murderdeath and his 
terrifying Demeanors? Mark 
your calendars for May 3, 4 
and 5 to come and see the high 
school production of Sally 
Cotter and the Prisoner of Ala 
Katraz by Dean O’Carroll.

Every summer we have a 
week long theater program 
for students that will be 
completing Kindergarten 
through 10th grade. We will 
have tryouts sometime the 
week of May 20 for students. 
This will give the kids a 
chance to take their scripts 
home and learn some of their 
parts before rehearsals start on 
May 28.  

The summer play is going 
to be Disney’s Aladdin Kids 
presented through special 
arrangement with Music 
Theatre International (MTI). 
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All authorized performance 
materials are also supplied by 
MTI. Music by Alan Menken, 

Lyrics by Howard Ashman 
and Tim Rice. Book by David 
Simpatico and based on the 

1992 Disney film Aladdin.  
The synopsis of the play 

is A Lamp Vendor appears in 
a marketplace conjured by 
Djinn, theatrical “sprits of the 
lamp.” A group of Agrabahns 
help him introduce the city 
of Agrabah and the story of a 
dusty old lamp that changed 
a young man’s life. This 
production will include great 
songs and acting by local 
talented kids. We generally 
have over 50 students that take 
part in the production.  We 
also have in addition to Alissa 
Nibbe, two to four students 
that help with the production 
of the show. This is a great 
way for the young students 
to learn how to put on a play, 
become someone different for 
the production, find out about 
costumes, etc. It is also great 
for the student director/helpers 
to learn what goes into putting 
a play on working with young 
kids.

We will be having the 
production of Disney’s 
Aladdin Kids on Friday, May 
31, at 7:00 p.m. and again on 
Saturday, June 1, at 10:00 a.m. 

Watch for more information 
to be in the summer rec 
brochure regarding tryouts 
and other details about the 
summer play. 
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