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BIEWER’S
Tractor Salvage, Inc.

218 493-4696

Website: www.salvagetractors.com
stores.ebay.com/biewers-tractor-salvage  

Click to see pictures! Will Ship Anywhere!
16242 140th Ave S • Barnesville, MN 56514

Free Parts Locating Hotline

We Can Make Your Tractor Run!
We have...

• Spark Plugs
• Batteries

• Tune-Up Kits
• And More!

GRAIN MARKETING • AGRONOMY 
FERTILIZER SEED • CHEMICAL

APPLICATION SERVICES • GRAIN DRYING

BARNESVILLE AGRONOMY
218 493-4491

ROTHSAY OFFICE
218 867-2135 

DILWORTH OFFICE
218 287-2379

ROTHSAY TIRE
218 867-2138

• New Competitive 
Pricing

• A Location Near You 
For Easy Transport

Market your farm stored 
grain through one of your 

locally owned 
Valley Ag Partners 

terminals

Larry Davis 
& Sons

• Towing 
• Truck Sales
• Automotive 

Service
15268 Highway 9, Barnesville

218-493-4464

Don Dobmeier Purchased Business In 1958...

Reflections On Dobmeier Funeral Home History
By Michael Stein

It’s been more than 60 
years since Don and Margaret 
Dobmeier purchased the funeral 
home in Barnesville.

Now 91, Don spends much of 
the year near the much warmer 
climes of Brownsville, Texas, 
near the southern U.S. border. 

Don looked back with fondness 
on his three decades in the funeral 
business in Barnesville

He had his first experience 
in the funeral business in 1944, 
when he was still in high school 
at Park River, North Dakota.

“Like most high school kids, I 
wanted a little spending money,” 
Don said. I worked at the local 
funeral home and would go on 
ambulance calls. In those days, 
many funeral homes would also 
operate the local ambulance 
service. Before I got out of high 
school, I got my draft notice, 
passed the physical out at Fort 
Snelling and joined the Navy.”

While serving in the Navy, 
Don was in the hospital corps, 
where, he said, “I got a little bit of 
medical training but not enough 
to save anybody’s life.”

After his discharge, Don attend 
the University of North Dakota 
in Grand Forks and picked up 
where he left off in Park River 
working at a funeral home.

“I really got my feet wet 
working at the funeral home in 
Grand Forks,” Don said. “From 
there I went to the University of 
Minnesota and got my certificate 
there as a mortician. At that 
time in Minnesota,  at that time 
Minnesota was a to license state 
funeral director and embalmer 
jobs they were combined shortly 
after my license was just one 
license so that’s basically how I 
got into it.

Don purchased the Barnesville 
funeral business in 1958, 
operating it for 30 years until 
his son John bought it and ran it 
for 20 years before he changed 
careers.

Don said one of the biggest 
differences in the business at that 
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time was funeral homes in small 
communities also ran the local 
ambulance service. 

“That was really a pain in the 
neck,” Don said. “I don’t recall 
how many years we ran it, but 
you never made any money in 
the ambulance business. I think 
we charged $7.50 to transport 
a patient to Fargo, and that was 
hard to collect. About all we had 
was the vehicle and a stretcher. 
We didn’t provide much in the 
way of medical care. It was 
mostly just transportation to the 
emergency room.

The end of the ambulance 
service came with government 
involvement in health care. 

“It got to be you had to be 
certified so we finally got out 
of it,” Don said. “We sold the 
ambulance to the city for a dollar. 
It was probably the best dollar I 
ever made because I got rid of a 
big headache.”

The years went by and the 
business grew—as did the 
Dobmeier family

“We raised seven kids upstairs 
over the funeral home,” Don 
said. “Margaret did her best the 
keep the kids quiet when we had 
families downstairs. That was a 
heck of a job sometimes when 

the kids were young.” 
Don looks back with no regrets 

about being in the funeral service 
business.

“I got a lot of satisfaction out 
of it,” Don said. “I believe I did 
a good job working with families 
at a difficult time in their lives. 
It’s something you don’t really 
learn in school. I didn’t have any 
particular approach. I think for 
me it just came naturally. And 99 
percent of the families we worked 
with were lovely people.”

Don’s involvement in the 
Barnesville business community 
wasn’t just the funeral business.

The 1960s was a golden age 
for what was called “five and 
dime” variety stores. Front Street 
was home to a Woolworths, 
Zimmerman’s Variety and Ben 
Franklin store.

“We had so many children with 
good appetites, so we owned and 
operated the Ben Franklin store 
for awhile,” Don said. “There 
wasn’t a lot of money being made 
in those days. We were all pretty 
much in the same boat trying to 
keep businesses going.”

Not surprisingly, the funeral 
business changed over Don’s 
30 years, particularly with 
government regulations and local 
ownership.

After helping John get started 
in the business, Don and Margaret 
were able to retire and head south 
for the winter. 

The Dobmeier Funeral Home 
move to Front Street will mark the 
end of an era for the combination 
home and business.

“There’s so much history in 
that grand old house,” Don said. 
“Margaret and I enjoyed living 
there and watching the kids grow 
up.”

Of the move to the former 
Wells Fargo building, Don said, 
“It’s a terrific move. That is going 
to be a wonderful facility for the 
business and will be great for the 
community.”

After 20 years in the funeral 
business, John moved on to 
become a high school teacher in 
Moorhead; Karl also followed 

in his father’s footsteps and 
works for Vertin Funeral Home 
in Breckenridge; Tom lives in 
Barnesville and works for Super 
Valu in Fargo; Daniel lives in 
Princeton, Minnesota; David 
was a dentist in West Fargo and 
has since retired; Mary lives in 
Barnesville and is married to Jay 
Braton; Susan lives in Moorhead 

and works for Hornbachers.
Don spends his summers in 

the Forest Hills area near Detroit 
Lakes.

“I have a place by the 10th 
green,” he said. “I enjoy sitting 
out there and watching the golfers 
cheat. I try to get to Barnesville 
and play some pinochle.”

Don Dobmeier, seated in the center, is surrounded by family and significant others at a 90th birthday celebration.


